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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21,1901,

T ENT AND IFASTING.
) ———

Yesterday began the annual lenten
time of fasting, and of preparation for
tho Eastee {ime, It is not necessary
to remind Catholies that we are now
in the sesson of mourning—a season
set apart by the Church as a prepara-
tion for the glad time of Esster. In
this forty days of the commemoration
of our Liord's fast, wo are commanded
by the Chursh to observe a fast whioh
is eleutly defined and oasily under-
stood. Wo shall not go into the his-
tory of fasting—it is as old as the
Jewish religion, and its necessity is
vouched for, not only by the fact that
God commanded His chiosen people to
observe certain fasts, but it was also
promr'~stel by onr Lord both by
wort ixsmple, The Ohuroh sete
aside ais sosson of mourning as &
time of spiritual preparation for the
Easter time purging out of the old
Jeaven ; a3 & commemoration of our
Lord's fast on the .mount; as a time
of doing penanece for our sins by doing
violenee to the bodies that are the
oause of our transgressions. The wis-
dom of the Church in setting aside the
Lsaten sesson cannot by questioned.
The smallest possible amouut of con.
siderstion will bring home fo every
Oatholic mind the wbaolute nesessity
ot doing penance. We have ginned,
then must we atone for our sins; we
have retolled agalast God, then must
we submit ourselves anew to Him ; we
have indulged our bodies in luxury
and ease, thon must we subjeot them
to want and inconvenienos, Panance
for sin must bo done either in this
woeld oz in the next, and the more we
perform here, the leas will remain for
us to do heresflor, Fagting bas always
bean resognizad a3 ono of the moat
affective means of doing venance. It
is & very difficult thing to fast for
forty days. Thatis precisely what it
ig intended to be. 1f it wera an easy
thing, then would there be nv merit
gained ; no transgressions atoaed for,
Man is Iargely of an animal natare,
and must punish himself as such ;
must deprive himself of the plessures
that that portion of his nature craves.
Thus our religious sense tells us that
we should @0 penauce, and common
sense informs us that fasting is onc of
tho most effsolive mezas of doing it.
The Church then steps in and says we.
must fast. Her law on this question
is olear ; the reasons for the promul-
gation of that law, apparent. 8hs
Iays down the Iaw and expects obedi-
ence in hor subjects. The law saye
—~{fas}; tLe exception to that law ad.
mits of oases that are exempt from
fasting. The oass is not the reverse.
The exception is not the law, Every
Catholio within the ages preaeribed by
the Church is bound to fast under
pain of ein. The Church dispenaes
some from the iaw for just oause, but
shé denaands an cquivalen$ in prayer
and 1r0rtifieation in alms-deeds and
charity. The Church promalgated
the law, sud it is for the Church to
dispense in paxticolar cages from that
law, No one can act ay judga in his
own case, and conzequently no indi-
vidaal may take it upon himself to my
whether he shall fast ornot, Thelaw
which is & goneral one, prescribes
{ast.ng ; it binds every ono, 80 that »
potson wishing fo esonpe it must
ohiain permission from the Church,
thet is from his confest r or parish
pricst. In this country, because of
the hard work that our Catholies are,
a8 o rule, engeged in, and because of
the meverity of our elimate, the Church
has rolaxed ber laws with regard to
faating. We are seid to fasf, but in
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reality we ave given two full meals o
day. Tho law is oue commanding
abstinence ratber tuan fasting, and no
one should seek to velieva himself of
the Inconveniencos of fastlog wnless
the observance of thy law might on.
danger his health or his efficionoy.
Ae a matter of fact, Catholios in this
country ers not asked to do muoh
more than mortify themsolves at
breakfast and abatain from meat, We
ora allowed & fall meal at noon, and
the repast in the ovening gives ue
oight oncez—an allowanes that is
sufficient to appease tho appotites of
most of people. In the morning wo
may take two ouvoces of food, which
is cquivatent to a small picco of dry
bread and & cup of ccflee, At noon
wo may take as muoh tood as wo wish ;
at night we are eupposed to get up
from the table with a feoling that we
might eat more—if it wore not Lent.
No one is asked to have s pair of
soales st his slde fo mensure out dhe
ounoes at breakfast and supper, Many
people eay they cannot fast, but the
majority of them have come to that
oonolusion without trylog whether
thoy can or not, Thers are fow who
oannot fass, and oonsequently there
ore very fow who chonld seek oxemp.
tion from tle law. We should enter
upon this Ho'y Beason of Lent with &
determination to overcome ourselves ;
with & determination to deprive our-
selves of many things that we should
like. Fasting is as offaotual & means
as wo can take to do penance 4t this
seagon, and we should make a spesial
offort to comply with the law and
apirit of the Churoh in this matter,

VHAT WE CONTRIBUTE,

There is & law in the Church pro.
viding for tha support of pastors. We
believe that niost of Ontholies do their
best in this matter, but we oaunot
pass by without remarking that there
are hundreds of young men and young
women wko are working and who
have not yot come fo the realization

of the fact that they have attained to
that physical growth which makes
them lisble to this law. Many people
imagine that the Christmasand Easter
oollestions are {o be taken up among
such as are married, and that they
alov.. are expested to contribute—that
is not the ease. It does not require a
great deal of close rensoning to expose
that fallacy. Young men and women
who are working are as much subjsot
to this law as married men, At
Christmas and Easter then our peopl®
may be asid to contribute fairly well,
Of courso thers is always room for
improvement ; but, as a rule, these
two tollections are pretty well attend.
ed to. This is not the oase, however,
with other shurch ocollestions, for vari-
ous ressons. Almos: every other col-
lestion during the year is looked upon
8 an innovation or as something that
may be ignored. We do not wish to
go into the reasons‘why. We suppose
there are reasons, aud we hope they
are betlor than any we are familiar
with. S8ome of our Catholica aze under
the impreasion that collections in our
ohurches are so numerous as to be
oppressive. We may ssy that that
class does not, a¥ a rule, contribute
roush at any time, nor toward any
church cause. As amatter of faet, it
is such peopla that grumble. 8till,
there is an impression abroad that
special oollestions are too freguent.
That impresrion hae not baen created
by ths actual siate of existing affairs,
but is the result of Protestsnt calumn.
ies agranat the Church. Bhe is sup-
posed to possess great wealth ; she is
asid to be opprossive and tyrannical
toward her people ; she is looked upon
as overshadowing the people with her
taxee—she is, in a word, according to
the Protestant opinion of the days
gone by, & graball, What is the
aclusl alate of affairs, Catholies in
Ameriea are to-day contributing, man
for man, about one-half as much as
their Protestant neighbora toward the
support of their chuzeher. We do not
say that this should be s0, but it is.
and it is as well that our Catholie
reople should come {o a realization of
this siate of affalrs. Willions of
dollars are spent anpually for Protest-
aut missions, both Foreign and Do-
mestic, and they bave to be odlleoted
firat. Everybody contributes to this
oause, from the father to the smallest
ohild in the family. The - Iatast
schemes f3r acquiring money for this
or that good cause are gresoried to»
aud mest with ready response. We
Ao not think that our Oatholis peopls

arz lees generous than lfzotuhnh.

but thoy are not onllad upon to exer
ciso their gewercmiy with anyihing
like the frequonoy that their neigh
bors aro.

Fer instanco it cost last yoar noarly
foar millicn dollars to maintain the
Protestant chutches in the boroughs
of Manhattan and the Bronx,New York
Oity, and nesarly a miillon and a half
to maintain the Romau Qatholio
ohurohes. In the borough of Brook-
lyn tbe ;:oportions were about two
aud a balf millions to about three-
quarters of a million, Adding interest
on charch debts, and the expanditure
for olkurehes in the other boroughs
(Qacens aud Richmond), thero ig a
total of about nine million doliars,

This, however, i but one third of
the sum spent in Oliristian effort,

% The largest single item, on a som.
plete list, is,” acoording to The Horald,
*s eight million dcllars for new strue.
tures and repairs, folicwed by four and
a half millions for eduoation, throe
millions for hospital support, and
nearly two millions for Christian lit-
erature, Other itoms are thoss of
miesions, young people’'s organiza.
tions, and Sunday schools, making A
grand fotal of twenty-seven million
dollars, representing what the Christ-
ians of New York Oity gave last year
to oarry on the Gospel work.”

In its aualysis of the diffarent Pro-
tostant denominations in the metropo-
lis, the Episcopaliane are credited with
spending almost twice as much as sny
other. The Presbytarians comesecond,
then the Baptist, sethodist, Luther-
auy, Reformed, snd Congregationalists.
This table is not charaoteristie, how-
ever, when applied to the whole coun.
try, in which the Mothodiste spend
more money than any other Pro‘estant
denomination, followed by the Presby-
{eriang, Bpiscopalians, Bapiists, Luth.
erans, Discipler, and Congregational.
iste. These facts will go a long way
toward making our people understand
that they ave not only nok overtaxed
by that they are proportionately under-
taxed. Of eourse, we understand that
our Oatholics are not as wealthy as a
class as Protestants; but that does
affaot our srgumant—that collestions
among our people are not by any
meana frequent or oppressive. Weare
not asked to contribute unless for
some good esuse, and we should give
oheerfully and as muoh''as we ‘are
able. We are doing well, bul yy'
should do so0 with the thought-that
tis toward a work that wé ourzelves
im interested in.

THE TEMPOHRAL POWER.

At the time the English Pilgrimage
paid thei- respests $o the Holy Father
the Daxe of Norfolk made reference to
the temporal power, and expressed the
hopethatthiseentury wouldseethePope
in possession of such temporal power
a8 was necessary for bis high position,
The associated press of Europe sould
not let such an opportunity pass. It
wag, they claimed, an insult to Italy.
Aud coming from the Earl Marshall
of Eogland it was a gross breash of
diplomatio etiquetts. That was not
the worst, at a banquet of the Pilgrims
the heatths of the Pope and the Qaeen
were stated to have been drunk with.
out that of the King of Itsly. Double
jeritation seems to have worked up
the passions of the anti-Papal and
suti-Eaglish press. The Duke of
Norfolk was an object of viruient as-
taok on angount of his valunteer ser-
vice iu Soath Afries. This bad been
prosumed o be the Duake’s protest
againet the supposed views of the Val-
oan, Tho iatencss of the date chosen
for the pilgrgmage indicated also his
resentment sgainst recent uttsrances
of the Vatiean press. When the Dake
repudiated such interpretation, then
these liberal papera tara and attack
him from the other direction. They
give a ooloring to his language which
it never had ; and they ascribe o him
aots which he never performed. Good
oomes out of evil, And a double good
has issued from this calumuny. It
showa tho neoessity of temporal power,
Let anyone think for s moment of a
large body of respectable men and
womoa, headed by such men as Card-
inal Vaughau and the Dake of Nor-
folk, going in religroas prooession to
the Head of their Ohurch, aud violent
attack: made upon their good nmame
boosuse of the Holy Fathar being gab-
joot ¢ the King of Italy. Itis pre-
posterous. Barcn Sounino, an ex-
Minister of Ualted Italy, regards the
position as untenable, aad deolares
that « an tastitution fo be really free
must be able 10 explain its sction axit
i without comsteaint from any one.”

Lor1 Brougham, a8 early as 1817, said
of tho Popa: + Btripped of his seoular
dominion the Popo would becomo the
slave,now of ono power thon of another;
one day the slave of Spain, anothor of
Austria, another of Franoe, or, worat
of all, the slave of his own factions
and rebellions subjects. Hiz temporal
power is a Buropean not a losal ono;
and the Pope's anthority should be
maintained for the sake of the peace
and interosts of Burope.” Arohbishop
Treland dwelt with his usual foree
upon the same point, To place tho
temporal indepondence of the Papacy
upon a proper permanent basig, to
make it & source of sirength and not
of dlyoord to the kingdom of Italy, is
¢he problom whioch ought to oocupy
the Italian statosmen of the ney. gen.
oration, The other porat whioch shis
oalumny has brought out is that The
Times had to open its columns, and
admit tho mauly protest of the Duke
of Norlolk, and thereby enlighien thou.
sands of people who shut thelr eyes to
the light. The Duke's hope has boen
embodied in resolutions from many
other Oatholie bodies In other nations.
Viotor Ewtmanuel himself, when in.
vading Umbris, undertook to * respeok
the sont of the Head of the Churoh,
and to give, in combination with allied
and friendly Powers, all the guarantees
of independence and seourity.” Those
pledges were never fulfilled. Nor
should outslders think that the Inity
aro coeroed in this view., Asthe Dake
pointa out: ¢ They appsar t> forget
that the vast msjority of the Ohureh
is ocomposed of laymen, of men who
glory in their faith, who know wha
their religion means to them, and who
would deplore any sign of weakness
on the part of the olergy in upholding
tho dignity of their sasred office in
safeguardiog the integrity of the truth,
or in earrying out the duties of their
trust, Ibin the failure fo appreciate
this on the part of non.Ostholie writ-
ers about the Churoh, it is this per-
peiual mizsing of the point whioh
makos vo much of what they write
snd esy appear inept fo Oatholio
roaders.”
D Y GRS
LIBERAL CATHOLICISM,

JT 1

Oontinuing our synopsis of the Pas-
toral issued by the Bishops of Eng-
1and, we fiad them explaining the
assant of midd which every son of
the Church is bound to yield *in
whatever she presents for asoeptance.”
The first assent is that of faith, con.
stituting an exereise of the viriue
oalled Divine Faith. The seeond kind
of assent is that elicited by virtue of
religious obedience. *To think asthe
Chureh thinks, to be of one mind with
her, to obey her voice, is not & matter
of duty in those oasey only when the
subject matter is of divine revelation,
or is connected therewith. It is an

.obligation also whenever the subject

matter of the Church's teaching falls
within range of her authoriy,” And
in faot it is under this ordinary esele-
sisstical suthority thet tha larger
number of # hortative, directive and
perocptive aets of the Church are
issued.” Points of discipline may be
decreed at one fime and modified a¢
another. Novel theories and opinions
may be at one time censured by the
Roman Congregations, and at a later
time tolerated and even sooepted.
¢ Mosnwhile ths Chureh exercises
her authority, as she judges best, so0
that 1o child of her’s shall add to, or
take away from the words of the Book,
of whioh ghe iz the eole guardian.”
Far removed from this iwo-fold spirit
of faith and religious cbedienoe is the
spirit of tho liberal Catholio whom
vain fears and apprehonsions control
rather than respeot for authority, and
trust in the divine guidance of the
Ohurch. Too frequently thoss who
claim liberly and independence of
though! in veligious matiers are taem-
selves slaves of unproved, wortkless,
theoties, frequently aivanoced by ihe
encmios of the Ohurch. 1t is the gen.
eral way of the liberal Catholic not to
investigate things for himeelf, but
rather to taks for granted the halting
judgments of others, which may repre-
sent & mers wave of popular senti-
ment, or the views of some fashion.
able echool. The liberal Oatholio
always secmas nsrvous and sppreben.
sive, lest perhaps the Chureh might
commit herself and err, -+ He doubts
her wisdom, her patience, her ability
in dealing with maukind.” No m-tter
that tho Chureh has received the pro.
mise ; no matter that she has bad the
experionod of nineteen hundred years,

the liberal Oatholio trusts moze %o his
own sirong-minded, philosophical

gpirit, From such sourees bave eprung
tho most noxlous dangers to the
Oburok in other landse. From men
who have won a position in literature
or soience, simple ohildren of the faith
have logt their holy dread of * orro-
neous dootrines and falss principles,”
Falth is tainted, morals ave relaxed—
and in the ond they that tkink thom.
golves alivo are really dead, In all
mattora of roligion the falthful, dooile
dlsoiple of Obrist should oonform his
mind and judgment to thosa of the
Divine Teaohor, ' By this Divine
Teacher, through tho voles of His
Ohureh, wo are ruled and dirooted into
salvation. Oao and tho same 18 the
Lord and Teaohor who gave the Com-
mandmente to Moses on Mount Sinai,
and who now inatructs and rules tho
hiersrehy of the Church into the well.
being and ganciification of the faith-
ful,”

4 DIVIDED HOUSE,

The two Presbytorian miniatera, the
Rov. Drs. Milligan and Black, are
divided upon this question of racial
troublos. Dr. Black asseris that
national lifo must receive a baptiam of
blood, to be had only through reli-
gious, racial or O1d World sirife. Dr,
Milligan, in old St. Androws’' says:
It would be a disgruce, for example,
af tbis time of day, t5 have racial dif-
forences breed wars in our midst”
Tho retors to that is-—that it isjust as
bad to breed wars by religious diffar-
ences, When Dr, Milligan speaks of
his Cathollo fellow-sitizens as worship-
pors of colored lights, oally them idol.
ators, and insults their religious belief
and practice, surely ho is endeavoring
to make strife, Now ho turns upon
Brother Black and sende a messago
from old 8t. Andrews’ to the other Bt,
Aundrews’: ¢ You are disgracing us—
you are breaking the Ninth Command-
ment. 8lop talking fratricidal] war,

{Oall Oatholion names if you Hke. Oall

them idolators—worzhippers of colored
lights. In so doing, harsh as it may
souné. your voice iy not msking for
pence or putriotism, truth or charity—
but that does not matter, / Our fore.
fathers eallad them sach names—JSohn
Knox and others. For three hundred
years the Oatholies have had these
names hurled at them like dirt. They
are used to them. To do it is to gain
popularity, Butto talk ¢baptism of
blood,’ and hint at fratricidal war is
unpopular, It is & hard cut upon the
Labezal Party, fo which many of both
« «J French and fsoteli belong, Really
Brother Black you will bring trouble
upon us all.” If one reads between
the linea this messags is virtually eon.
tained in & portion of The Globe's
report upon Dr. Milligan's sermon
the Commandment : Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neigh.
bor. It seems so much like the pot
calling the kettle biack that it wonld
be unfair not to notice the sudject.
Joth ministers have becn grievously
guilty of violating the commandment,.
Of the two, Dr. Milligan, in our opin.
fon, is the more guilty., Let ustake
his cwn prineiples. * Of course per-
jury,” he says, **is forbidden by the
Ninth (Eighth in the Oatholic text)
Commandment, as the grossest and
moet heartless form of its violation,
But the principle of the command.
ment goos far deeper than the eon-
demnation of perjury. It forbids ail
that works ill to one's neighbor by
any raport we make concerning him.”
We may remark that perjary is not so
much a violation of this command.
ment as of the commandment forbid.
ding us to take God's name in vain,
Perjury iz always a serious sin, but it
may not violate our neighbor's good
name, 8o far from his being the onse
& perjurer may swear w! 4 is fales
to proteet his neighbor's reputation,
The easential evil of perjury is that
it oalls God to be a witness of a lis,
It is a direot cffence against God,
and only an indireet offonce sgainst
our neighbor, This very error about
perjury underlies the tesching of the-.
ologians outside the Ohurch. It is
too humanitarian. The question is
ot how a thing affects God's honor,
sovereignty, or will ; but how it affeots
man, either individually or eolleet.
ively. Gol's interests in the yrob-
lems of conduct are lost sight of, and
a8 & natoral conscquence, too many
make-shiits, gquite nadequate, are
‘sdopted to restore the stable equili-
brium of disturbed society. But this
is not the point, We eannot, and do
not, expect sound ethics feom unsound
dogma. Our present contention is
that Dr. Milligan iv guilty of pablicly

ment forbids all that works ill to one's
neighbor by auy reports wo make son-
cerning him, Now conld any word
work more ill to Dr, Milligan's Oath.
olis nolghbors than that he should
spoak of thow as idolators, and wor-
shippers of oolossd lights—ihat he
shculd report to his flook of old 8.
Androwns’ thet tha Uatholio congrega-
tion attending Bt. Miokael's Oathedral,
with somo of whoia lus heavers were
on friendly terras, weie not Ohristisns
but worshippors of ruaterial eleciric
lights? It ig all very well for Dr,
Milligan t. ‘ura round on his brother
minister, and say that he, Mx, Atm.
strong Blaok, would bring disgrace
upon thom., He bimself shoald have
9ot the example, and instead of #work.
ing 11" againat bis Oatholio neigh.
bors, he should have minded his own
buginess. Ho should never have re-
forred to tho congregation of 8t,
Michael's Cathedral; or it ho did
mako & mistake and rofer to if, he
should have corrected it like & man, a
Clristian aud o lover of peace. Now
for Mr., Black’s offence. He olaims
that Canads, in order to attain to
national life, ghould receive a baptism
of blood —and that this letting of
blood should spring from wars of roli.
gion, ace or Old World quareels. No
doubt it was a very serious offance to
talk that way upon such an oocoasion
ag & memorial service to Queen Vie-
toris, It waea prophooy of evil 1¢
was not a direot oalumnuy against any
one—and thus far it was loas odious
snd disgraceful than the word of lass
summer from old St, Andrews’ whioh
strove to work ill against the congre-
gation of St. Mishael's Oathedeal, It
is herd to decide between them, They
are & precious pair—Dr, Milligan and
Dr. Black—and now they are divided.

BDITORIAL NOTES.
Lont began yesierday. Oatholics
should give good example and observe
the rules and regulai:ans of the Chureh
10 the letter. ’

“
——

Il our Oatholis people observed Lent
o8 they should, this season would be
o serios of sermons ;  forty days’ re-
treat; a eoniicnal period of missions
to non-Oatholics. Our Protestant
friends know what gur Church teaches
and they ave watching our aetions to

.n_whethu we_ste obaying hersar
nos. N B

> n

Liat every Oatholio in Canada go on
retreat during thiv Holy Season ; let
every one enler within himself and
prepare for the Easter resurrestion
from sin and his old self. This is the
annual house-cleaning time for many.
I§ remains for them o make so thor-
ough an overhauling of self as to
make the task & comparatively sasy
one during the remainder of the year.

Spain is experiencing an uprising
of labor that is seeking & vent in riot
sad aprosr. We see reports in the
daily papezs every day chronicling the
starming of religicus houses. Thess
reports need canse Oatholics no alarm.
The perpetrators of thess outrages ars
fanatios who have drifted from the
Churek, and have sought refuge in
Booialism snd Acarchy. Every great -
cityin Amerioa can prodnoe a grester
and a more violent mob than those
that have been disgracing Spein of
Iate, but our American citios are bet.
ter prepared for such emergencies than
are those of Spain. It it no indioa-
tion of the turming away from tae
Church by the peopls, but rather the
outburst of & few fanatics, augmented
and magnifipd by a Press that is but
too eager {o chronicle aitacks upon
the Catholie Raligious, Tha Free
Mason Governnaent of Spain will soun
reap the samae reward as that which
will soon be mated oat to its conncer-
perteia France and Italy. The changs
oaunot come foo soon,

Another case illustrating the evils
of divorce comes from Alilwaukes.
Orver two hundred people in that clty
bave secured divorcee, and many of
them have married again. - It now
forns eut that in over a handred of
thess eases the divoroes are illegal.
The decrees were never entered. The
lawyers blame thele elionts, and the
judges seddle the lawyer: with the
negleel, Meanwhile, such of thess -
88 werd married sgain are bigamiste.
Even from a human standpoint ; oven
granting that couris may dicsolve

affairs that zaust make thoughifal .

violating the veey prinsiples he main, | oitizens exelaim: + Whither are we

Aains when he says: The command. - drikiing”? -

matrisgs ad libitam—ihir is & state of  ~*"§
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