8

THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

<

The Tatholic Hegister,
[Lunriangp Eveny Tnunepay,

AT TH3

OFFICE, 40 LOMBARD STREET, TORONTO,

TERMA OF SURACRIPTION:
TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM.

Foa Aoventising Rarea arrrx ar Ornicr.

THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 21, 1893,

Caleandar for the Weok.

21—8¢. Matthow, Apostle,

22—8t. Thomns o Viilanova, Con
fessor. Embar Day—Fast and
Abstinenco.

3-8t Lirus, Popo and Martyr.
Ember Day. Fast and Abatin.
cnee,

24—-Eighteenth Sunday after Ponto-
e, Tho Feast of Our Lady of
Meroy,

25—8ts. Eustachiusand Companions,
Martyrs,

2081, Eusel.us, Popo and Martyr.

27~8ts. Cosmnan and amian, Mar.
tyrs,

Bept,
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Professor Bryce's Principles.

In the Beptember number of the
Canadian Magasine Professor Bryco of
Winnipeg favors us with what claims
to be an answer to Mr. Ewart's article
in July upon * Isms in the tchools.”
After treating us to a little Scotch
humor and brushing bis able opponent
off the stage with n wave of his pro-
fessorial hand, Dr. Bryce lnys down
three principles which we do not
nccept as self-ovideat truths, and
which we do not th" - bave been well
established by the writer in his article
upon ‘*Tho Manitoba School_Ques-
tion."”

Mr. Ewart had written: “In the
name of liberty, I would say to paronts,
csstaunly you have a right to teach, or
bave taught, to your children anything
you like, so long as you can agree
about it.” His opponent lays down
as his first contention: * The State
bas a right to form and enforce an
opinion of its own at variance with
the opinions of many of its subjeots.”
To support this the writer gives as an
example that the State may insist on
the education of all the children in it,
whether the parents appror. or dis-
approve. As a prop to tho principle
in question this examplo is no! a
happy one; for the number of parents
who do not approve of some education
for their children is not great enough
to make out a case. Another example
is taken from the opposition which
many bad in Quebec to vaccination.
Here again we think Dr. Bryce would
have reasoned with more force and
shown less feeling if ke hed sought
more general instances ; for they by no
meaps establish his principle. But
moreover, examining the principle
itself, 've concludr that whatever
truth it contains tells against its
author. What right has a State to
form or enforce any opinion? To
what subjects is this principle to be
agplied? Ifit is intecded to signify
that the State can enforce an opinion
on education contrary to many of its
citizens we deny the principle. Nor
can it be said of religious questions
that the State can enforce its opinione.
The principle, therefore, necds limita-
tion and explanation. Putinto prac-
tice and carried to its Jogical con-
clusion it would develop & Cmsariem
compared to which anciest Rome was
a home of liberty No lover of fresdom
can advocate it without shuddering

at tho conscquences it involves, In so
far as it has an olemont of truth it up-
holds the rights of wminoritios, and
thua condenne  Dr. Bryce himsolf,
who has been n nrominont partisan in
the Manitoba Bohool agitation. Ono
of tho grave dutics of the Btato is to
protect tho weak agninst tho clrong,
tho struggling minority againat tho
grasping majority, and thereby hold
tho balance of power. .

With the sccond principle: * Thn
Stato, founded on justice, may not givo
apecial privileges to anyclass of its sub-
jeota.””  Wo would not quarrel with this
if wo were quite cortain of the founda.
tion stone. The quarry front which
it is hown 18 not remarkablo for the
quality of building material, and thare-
fore it is well to oxamino matters.
As onunciated tho principle is all
right. Tho State must not only bo
founded on justice, bu* also built up in
it to a goodly city. Lot us sco that
the burthens weigh equally upon all.
It will.not dc for Catholics to pay for
the education of their Protestant
neighbors® childron as woll as for their
own, That is not justice, it is ratlier
tho granting of privileges. Nor must
we havo schools which are Protestant
in reality and pubF- in name, and
insist that Catholics must sond to
thoee or support a doublo system.
This is surcly not the way to apply
justice. \What matters tho decreo of
the Privy Council ? It eannot malke
right and wrong. Dr Bryco assures
us also that *the Manitoba educa-
tional authorities are doing their best,
justly and temperately, to carry out
the law.” What a consolation to the
unfortunate Catholics of Manitoba,
and how refreshing is this noto of selt-
righteousness!| Had Dr. B. instilled
his principle in the only true sensein
which it can bo accepted, inte his fol-
lowers; had he taught equity and
justice to the Frotestantas of the Pro-
vince beforchand, he would not now
be vainly endeavoring to apologize for
a principle that is equivocal and a
law whioh is unjust. ft was not the
way Catholics admiuvistered justice
when in the majority. We therefore
claim that the foundation stone from
the doctor's quarry 18 not sound.

He further tells us that the *¢ Roman
Catholic objection to the public schools
is that they are not under the control
of the Church.” Here again we must
complain that the Professor is trifling
% *h logic. What may be true in a
ce:tain senge he states as true in every
sense. Roman Catholics do desire
schools in which religion will be taught
and morals guarded—all other control
is a matter of indifference to them,
Again : * Itis the question of authority
that is at issue. See how ruthlessly
the bishops in Quebec crushed out the
aspirations of Mr Masson and his
agsociates! Read tie assortion or the
»na’tion of the Church in the pastoral
of tne Roman Catholic bishops of the
Urited States, and see ito arrogant
claim of control 1™

Much a8 we differ from Dr. B.'s
principles, we differ still more from
his own application of them and tho
explanation of facts upon which ho
bases them. There 18 no question of
authority, there is no ruthlessness, no
arrogunce in the Catholic position on
education eithor in Ontario, Quebes,
Manitoba or the United States, The

ruthlosaness and arrogance aro the
other way. All that Catholics havo
ovor asked is that thoy have the free-
dom to educato sheir children accord-
ing to their consocienco, and that their
school taxes bo applied o such pur-
pose instead of being alionated to the
support of a systom in which they can
tako no part. Is this asking a special
privilege ? The foundation siono of
juatico upon which tho Professor bailds
bis stnto doos not rest beneath the
present Manitoba Scliool housa.

Thoe third principlo for which Dr.
Bryco contonds is that: ¢ Roligion is
outside of Btate interferonco unloss
roligion invade tho State's domain,”
Beforo this principlo can bo rriticised
it is necessary to defino the State's
domain., If it is merely to collect
rovenae, to koop the peace, we have
net much to say. When, however,
tho State strotohes its grasping power
over tho education of its subjects, the
warriage tio of its peonlo, we wonder
it tho State’s domain is not the earth
and the fulness thercol. Religion
stands tefore the State, has a stronger
claim, and a higher purposa to fullil,
a8 tho order of the supernatural is
above this world. To religion espeoi-
ally belongs education, which never
can be properly carried on by the
State. Wheon Dr. Bryce, proving tho
necessity of tho limitation that the
State may interfero in some cases in
the religious sphore, tella us: ¢ Cer-
tain churches regard marriage as a
religious contract; the State, for
cause, dissolves tho marringe thus
formed by granting a Divorce ; * whore
is the invasion ? It is tho State and
not the chureh ; it is tho Stato break-
ing up the homes that form the
strength and glory of a people. How
any Chnistinn Professor can advooate
a principle like that is not a matter of
astonishment only, but of regret and
public danger.

We take leave of Professor Bryce
with » parting word and a promise 1o
meet him egain upon this subject.
With Carlyle, ** We do not tolerate
Falechoods, Thioveries, Iniquities,”
oven when they have modein Ciesar-
ism for their author. Principles such
as wo have discussed are unsound ir
themselves and pernicions in their
application.

.
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Young Men and Winter Evenings.

Few thoughts are more heavily
laden with sadness than that bright
summet is now gons, and we are fast
sinking into autnmn and dreary
winter. 1'he days are shortemng and
the nights grow longer. What to do
with them: for we cannot rust with
the corroding thoughts of vain regrot.
What are our young men to do with
their winter nights ? The answer to
this question bas a sericus bearing
upon the religious and moral future,
both of those directly concerned and
of that generation yet to come, which,
according to the Psalmist, will praise
the Lord. Amusements of various
kinds, perfectly legitimate in them-
selves, have been left in the hands of
saloon-keopers and others of this class,
to the loss of souls and the degrada-
tion of what ehould bo healthful,
pleasant and barmless. The circum-
stanceg which, in the past, have sur-
rounded billiard playing and the like
have had a deleterious effect, and

havo holped to form habits from which
tho unfortunate viotims could scarcely
bo freed. Religion, to influenco the
young and form thoem properly, sl:ould
ontor still mare into their daily life,
Like a guardian angel it musi be with
ug overywhero—in ou: homo life, our
pioty, onur duties, our pleasures, Its
gentlo discipline will keep theso last
within tho bounds of temporance
and  medosty ; and its  supor-
natura! Tove will strongthen us
in constancy and fortitudo, enablin,
us to fulfil our obligations without
oxcossivo anxioty and with dooper
potionce and reeignation. It is not
caough Lo go to Church on & Sunday ;
noc must wo bo sotisfied with a fow
momoents anatched from moraing and
avening for a hurried prayer. We
mnst be ovar on the wateh, and always
goliciting God's help by the upward
tondenoy of thought, word and action.

But our concern just now s about
amugoment, which we use in a broad

sense of the term. Catholic Clubs of
various kinds aro establisbed in many
of the parishes in tho cities of the
United States, which, by their attrac-
tions, have drawn together largor and
larger bodier of young ten who look
to their Church for something wmoro
than sermons and collection envelopes.
Thoy find their pleasure, not in the
dangerous saloon or billiard parlor,
but in the Parish Club 100m where
they can recreate their bodics and
olevate their mind with convorsation
ugon exalting subjects. In addition
to their priest, they meet from time to
time othera with whom they have the
sytpathy of a common faith and pur-
pose. Thoy acquire an esprit de corps
which they wonld not otherwise
posseas ; and they fco) that they are
not isolated, but rather that they are
members ot member. Thore is littlouse
striving to prove what has been long
evidont to those who have given thosub-
ject o thought. The more practical
suggestion is to oxpress the strong ho
that our city parishes will work still
more towards this end. Largs num-
bers are not 0 necessary as good will,
which we feol confident is not want-
ing. Our city contains many Catholio
young men, professional and oihers,
who, with little more public spirit,
could produce great results.

8t. MlohaelTs College.

We are suthorized to state on be-
baif of the faculty of St. Michael's
College that the very important
branches of shorthand, type-writing
and mechanical drawing have been in-
troduced into tho commeroial depart-
ment of their Collega. The steadily
increasing use of the two former sub.
jests makes them almost a necessity in
thd education of those who intend on-
tering business. It is thercfors a
matter of congratulation that our
Catholic College is stepping forward
with new and increased energy to
answer the demands of its numerous
friends. We hope that it will receive
the encouragement which its devoted
professors are making in their noble
work,

Lord Plunket, Protestant Archbishop
of Dublin, has for some time made
o feeble attempt at converting Spain
to Protestantisma. He claims that the
Reformers were now fighting the same
battle which the English fought thres
hundred yea:s ago. This ig not cor-
rect ; for it was the Archbishop and
his missionaries and Bible readers
who created the insignificant prosely-
tism. The neophytes ars turning round
and are asking for cash—for Protest-
antism makes slow headway in the land
of the Cid. English Bibles and hymn
books must be highly intercsting to
the sireple peasants of Spain.




