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LITTLE MAY'S NEW DOLL.

Sally Reg, her old, plain fricnd
No moro had gifts or graces ;

All day sho praised Auinta’s charms
And hugged Aminta's lacon.

[QEIIBIICD

ittle May now lies in bed,

But o'or alie sought droam valloy
Shio tlung Amiuta on the oy

And weut to sicop with Saily.

NEW MEMBERS.

The following members have been
envolled in ¢ Chats' * Cousins' Baund
of Meroy :—Aloysus T, Clanoy, 121
Queen E., who has won the pieture,
Ins apphication being the first received ;
J. A Dovle, 77 Ann strect, Amelis
Lavery, Omstor Centre, Ont, Libbie
J. McDoneli, Robert MeDonell, John
A. McDonell, South Lancaster, Ont,
Tho badges will be sent as socn as
possible after the mewmbers gend in
thelr names; sometunes I have to
send for moro, #0 I cannot always
forward them immediately.

Drar Cousiy Fro—I live in 8t
Mary’s parigh, and hearing that you
were going to give a prayer-book to
the boy who coulé write the beat com-
fosiﬁon on the “ Mission,” I thought

wounld write to you, for there is
nothing like trying—is there ?

The mission opened on Sunday, the
20th February, The first threo days,
beginning with Monday, were for the
children, One of the priests cele-
brated Mass cach morning at eight
o'alack, and in the afternoon ome of
the Jesuits gave & short instruction
before Benediotion. He explained how
Jesus felt towards chuldren, how the
gimple prayers wese accepted by Him.,
He also told bow the guardian angel
goes to war with the tempter, how he
(the guardian angel) is often vioto-
rious.

The mission was a beautiful work.
It made me feel as though I would
like to begin lifo over again. I hope
it made all the boys feel like that,

Dez=z Cousin Flo, I hope you will
find this fit to put in Tur Reorster,
If X do not earn the prayer-took I will
bave that pleasure anyhow, I hop..

Your eincere cousin,
Aged 11, 4. F. Dromax,

Toronto,’ April 2nd, 1898,

[There,is nothing like trying, ocer-
tainly; and the harder w? tra the
more likely we are to su.oced.—0, F.]

Drar Couvsiv Fro—As [ am » new-
comer_you will be glad to hear from
me. Ilivein the town of Arnprior,
in which is situated & convent and a
Catholic Cburch. There are four
Sisters teaching school here, I am
n the fourth form and I\m:th book,

me vory neat. She did so for a while,
thon she got onrefess, and all the
soratohos and blote I got from her
woro dreadful.  Ons day sho went and
told the toacher I was full. Aund
hero I am with you at the bottom of
this basket.” M. 8.

PUZZLES.
DECALITATIONS.

Belicad a color and leave something
to wriio with.

Bohead s gram and loavo warmth,
bohiead again and leave what every-
body does.

Behead an outhouse and leave an
artiole of furniture, behead agamn and
loave o word wmeaning oapable.

CHARADE,

My first 18 soft and sweot; my
sccond 18 hard and loud; my whole
is & musical wmstrument,

CONUNDRUMS,

1. If two fish were to get marned,
which two fish would 1t be ?

2. If yon desoribed a courtship be
tween two things mm a drug store,
what things would you mention ?

Answors to Puzzles, April Teh.
WORD REBUS,
Death overtakes the undertaher,
ACROSTIC,
C anada
O tiawa
L ondon
U ngolved
M ontreal
B rantford
U nknown
8 tratford
DECAPITATIONS.
Pleage, lease, ense.
MARKS,

J. A. Doyle, 5; Amelia Lavery, 4 ;
J. E. Thompson, 2.

Amelia. Yes, the addresa is Gousin
Flo, Reguster OiZive; if you dc ot put
my name on the envelope it ia opened
in the business office first, Yes, if
you leave open the flap of your enve-
lope and write “ Printer's copy ” on
it, it will go for one cent. You did
not see through the arithmetioa)
problem ; there were really only 1%
guests provided for, but the way ‘hey
were counted made it seem as though
there were 13, Glad to welcome yon,
my dear.

Lizzie, The patron of our Band of
Meroy is 8t. Franows of Assisi. Iam
Eoing to tell you some storics about

im goon. Couswy Fro,

A Protest Against Unjust Dismissals,

MonTrEAL, April 18.—At the meet-
ing of the Harbor board yesterday after-
noon an interviow took place botween
the Commissioners and and a delega-
tion representing 8t. Patrick's League,
This was ocoasioned through s report
bein| tabroad that Messrs, O'Brien

There is Mass every g, and
every Sundsy, which I generally at-
tend. Wo had & mission here in
Avugust, which was held by the Re-
Qemptorist Fathers. The first three
days were for the Englilhigking
ople, the following three the
g;enehﬂmiing people, There were
two priesta, namely, Father MoPhail
and Father Boileau. The Iatter priest
held our mission. He asked questions,
and for every correct anawer he gave
o ploture, During the mission & num-
ber of boys snd girls, whom I was
among, received First Commanion,
given by our parish priest, Father
Chaine, who is & kind, dutiful priest,
and we were Oonfirmed by His Lord
ship Bighop Loraine of Pontiac and of
Pembroke. The last day of the mis-
sion the priests erected a beantiful,
Iarge, life-size mission oross, whivh
in planted in the church. The day of
the erection every girl wore ber First
COommunion olothes, and oarried the
picture of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
around the church. Every porson
kissed the oross, While the mission
was going on a little bird flow about
the church all the timo. The priest
told us that some one of vs would die
before the year was ont. A fow days
following a little girl belonging to our
sohool, Minnie Hornadge was her
name, took siok and died. R. I P.
1 went to see her when she was dead.
1 remain, your Joving,
Aged 12, Trrxsa M. Baangrr,
Arnprior, April 4th, 1898.

EISTORY OF AN EXEROISE BOOK.

An exercise book and ruler lay at
the bottom of the school-room sorap-
basket, when tbe following converss-
tion took place between them :

*Mr. BExerciee Book,” said the
Ruler in a tiny voice, *you look so
old, you must have s history ; would
you mind telling me it.”

*Yes, Mr. Ruler, I have a history ;
but I am not of use for the world
now;” and the Exerciss Book sighed.

¢ Go on,"” asid the Raler.

1 wag once a very pretty red dress
belonging to a little girl,” eaid the
book ; ** but she was very careless and
one day epilt some ink on me. That
finished me. The next time the rag
man came round I was given to him,
I was then brought to a paper faotcry
where 1 was put into & machine, and
when I came out I was @ nice piece
of white paper. 1 was then put

through another machine and when
that was finished I was ruled with
blue lines, After a little ocutting, I
was & nice bock. I wasgiven to a
little girl, who emad she would keep

snd Bharkey, two employes, whose
services had already been dispensed
with, bad been digerimirated agaiust,
The delegation consisted of Messrs. J,
J. Rysn, J. MeMahon, Andrew Cullen
snd James MoOarrey. They were
accompanied by Mr. M. J. F. Qainn,
Q.0., m., Hon. Dr, Guerin, Mz, Jas.
McShane and Mr. J. H. Semple,

Mr. Ryan, ags spokesman for the
Lengue representatives, stated that
two of their people, who had held im-

ortant positions on the board's service,
gnﬂ been deprived of their positions.
They did not question the board’s
right to discharge any employe, either
for political or other reasons, bat they
did hold that when men were dis-
harged, as their P had
been, their places should be filled by
men_ of their own nationahty and
oreed. In fact, they were thers to
ask for justice.

Hon, Dr. Guerin was the next
speaker, He said the Irish Cathoho
veople felt sggrieved. It was a faot
that they had had a certain patronage
in the past, which patronage hsa dis-
appeared. If the Liberal Harbor
Commigsioners intended to orucify
their frionda they were taking the best
meana to do it by ostracizing those of
the Outholio rohigion and Irish race,
He had no doubt that the mpirit of
justice and fair-play which aotuated

J4 :189
Domestia Reading E

]

Thore is nothing selfish in religion ;
the more you give away tho more you
have. If you can keep all your re-
hgion to ycurself, you may bo sure
you have a religion that 18 not worth
anything.

aagaan

We cannot benefit ourselves with-
out benafitting others also. If we are
ohecrful, bappy, and woll, we brighten
and mvigorate them ; if wo gamn know-
ledge, wo communicato it ; if we grow
strong and courageous, we afford pro-
tection and infugo courage ; f we nrc
nobls and trae, othera broat' 'ng our
opiritual ntmosphere beaome  also
nobler and truer.

Whether we mtend it or not, we are
always either helping or hurtng
others by our unconseious nflusnce.
Thus we oan naver stend aloof; we
1a  never say * Though T do not
help, nerther will 1 hinder,” for woare
always domng one or the other, There
18 & self-indulgenoce, 1t is true, that is
otten yielded to at others’ expense ;
but then 1t is elso at our own, It
muy afihot them, but it hkewiso de-
grades ue.

Sonnots
O the F ok 1anon of Jrdand to the Sacred Neany
Puraion Sainday, 1573

Lift uy;‘ thy gates, trivmphant, Heart
terual

Hoart of tho God-Man . Ileart that
throned on high,

Lergoer lt‘ham that starred palace of tho
sky

In g}‘ury u'ugueqz, and in love dost burn!

To Theo this day a People's boart duth

yean ;

To Tl;ﬁo nlll cagle-winged, yot trom.

mgly,

Makos wuyy w Theo would live, fou
Thes would die,

Zealous for Theo terrestrial crowns to
snarn.

Litt up your Lkead, yo overlasting gates,

And give a nation 1oave to enter '

‘The “conturics ended of her adverso

ates,

This da‘y with Gud she hides hee from
the sin

Of prosperous realms that trample mits

ivine
Heart of the God man, make Thy cap-
tive Thme.

Henceforth, O Iirin, twofold life hast
thou,

Regioned with God 1 that Great Hoart
above,

Regioned below in that strong Church,
all love,

God's City, glittering from the mount-
ams brow,

Entrauce that city's portals sevon allow,
To those alono whose hearts in meek-

-~ . . LOES MOV,
IP overy, circumstance, in every | To souls toxg;ivln;; 8s that mystic D)vo
junction of adverse cond there | That sanchified their firss bap 1 vow,
is one rule: Pray without ceaging, du ( Oh! loyal proved through centuries of

your very best, and wait God’s lead-
ings in perfeot peace. With the sea
before them and the Egyptians at
their back, the word of the Almighty
Jehovah to Moses waa * Speak unto
the children of Israel that they go for-
ward.” @od is always strong enough
to supplement our weakness, and
* when He giveth quietnoss, who then
oan make trouble ?”

No man’s brain is so full, and no
wan's eye 80 blind, that they oannot
catoh food for dreams. Each little
episode of life is full, had we but the
perception of its fulness, There is no
such thing as blank in the world of
thought. Every action and emotion
have their development growing and

war,
Tn {maco be loyal to the Prince of Poace ;
Oh! known and praised for spotless
Faith of yore,
To love at last bring forth hor full -

crease ;

Hor 'hest fuldll A nation vowed, go
or

And plaat the Savior's Cross above tho

vanquighed Earth,
—AUBERY D8 VEry, in * [rish Monthly.”

in accordance with his plans, a sumptu.
ous dinner was sorved, as a sort of faro-
wol]l fcnlsc. thoparty expeoting toseparato
to-day."

‘* What guosts were on tho yacht 2

"1 will toll you ovorything i order as
the facts were presented to mo. Mr.
Uray cuumerated the pnrly of follows:
Bosdes Limsolf and s wilo there were
his w.fo's sistor, Mrs. Eugone Cortlandt,
and hez husband, & Wall Stroet broker.
Also Mr. Arthur Livingstone and Ins
sistor, and a Mr. Dennett Moore, & youug
man supposed to Lo devoting hunself to
M »e Livingstone,”

* ‘That makes sovon persons, threo of
who whom are woen, [ ought to BRY,
Me. Bruos, that, though My, Gray i a
club toend, 1 am not personally ae
quainted with b wifo or with the
others. 5o 1 have no advantage over
you.”

“I will como at onco to the curious
inewdent which mado my presenes do
sirable.  Accordiug to M? Gray s story.
the dinner had progrossed as g"sr as the
roast, when suddecly there was a olight
shock as the yacht touched, and at the
same moment ti.c lamps spluttored and
then out, leaviug the 1oom totally darl.
A second luter the vessel righted horself
and spud on, so that beforo any sort of
pame ensued 1t was evidont to all that
tho dunger had passed. The gontlemen
begeed tho ladies to remain seated until
tho lamps woro hghted, and this the at-
tenduuts undertook to do, when they dis
covored that thoy had been dislodged
from the brackets which held them snd
wore 80 broken or bont that they could
not be used. It became necessary,
therefore, to get others. Thus the room
was totally dark for soveral minutes,”

“ Daring winets tuue, I presume, the
person who plannod the affair readily
cousummated his design 2"

‘8o you think that the whole sories
of events wero pro-arranged ? Be ‘hat
as it may, somoihing did heppen in thet
dark rcom. Tho gentlomen had started
from schoir sont to assist 1 relighting
the lamps, and then groped their way
back, some of them, %wwever. finding
tho wroug places, as was seen when tho
fresh lawps were brought. This was
considered & guod joke, aud there was
some laugl which was suddenly

Ghe fAztee Opal.

“Mr Mitchel,"” began Mr. Barnes
after exchanging grectings, “I have
called to sec you npon a subject which I
#m suro will enlist your keenest interest
for soveral remsuns, It relates to a

aining on the soul. Every aff
Eas its tears snd smiles. Nay, the
very material world 13 full of meaning,
and by suggesting thought is making
us wiat we are and what we will be,

Woman brings us into the world,
woman ig our first teacher, woman
makes the world what it is, from
ocentury to century. We can no more
esoape from woran, and yet oontinue
tolive our lives as they should be lived,
then we oan hide ourselves from
Nature.  We are in her care or in her
power during more than balf our
years, and often during all, from first
to lagt. We aro born of her, we grew
of her, a8 truly as trecs and flowers
come of the mother earth and draw
their life from the soil i. which they
are plantad. The tan who denies hie
mother i3 8 bad man, and the man
who has not loved woman is & man in
dar} F. Marion Orawford

jowel. It your
intimate friends, and it is & problem re
uiring tho most analytical qualities of
the miud in its solution.”
“Ah! Thon you have solved it ?"
asked Mr, Mitchel
“I think so. You shall judge. But,
fieat, will you pormit me toallude to the
chance which led to our acquaintance?”
*“ Assuredly. Proceed as you please.
I will give you my uttention.”

* Veory woll. 1t is little more than a
year since I was travelling from Boson
pon that oo-

oue nigh* to_this city.
casion head & curious
betweon yourselt and a friend. You
stated to him that it was your opimon
$criminals ar Pty 1

are ycaught through
thoir own blundoring or by accident,
rather than bocause of any great skill
possessed by the detectives.”

“Yes, And I hold the same view
now, though slightly modified since my
acquaintance with you, Mr, Barnes, who
&ro an exception. I admit that you

8,

have brain:
. But let me proceed.

“ Thank
You wag with your friond that you

Whoover enters our churches must
be i d with the profound

P re-
verence and adoration which the peo-
ple manifest towards the altar. To
the altar thoy kneel in entering ; to it
they kmeel mn retiring. Here their
eyes are turned, hete they remain
fixed, and here their hearts nsgend in

tio 1

could commit a crime, and, neverthe.
less, escape detection. The wayer was
accepted, and the fan began. Several
crimes followed so quickly, that, thongh
I had tho advantage of knowing your
g:&rm in advance, for over a year you
od me utterly, and in the end you
won the bet.”
“I did," ea'd Mr. Mitchel in a self-
gratulatory tone. And considering that

silent prayer and ad N
here they know the King dwelleth,
“the desired of the eoternal hills."
Within the silent tabernacle is the very
Lord and God Who fills the Heavens
with His glory. There is their Re-
deemer, the Spouse of their souls,
under the veil of the Sactament. Israel
of old had its Holy of Holies, yet we
cau truly say.your Holy of Holies, oh,
Terael | and your sanctuaries are poor
and mean and migerable in comparison
with the poorest of our churohes.
God was in His Temple of Jorusalem,
it is true, but God is everywhere But
Jesus Cbrist was not in that ancient
Tabeanacle. He Whose Body redeemed
us, Whoso flesh is the life of the
world, Whose Blood sanctifies, was
not there. But He izhers with us, as
He was with His diaoiplea'afﬁet His

gentlemen occupying their p
would be sufficient to induce the gon-
tlemen of thatjboard to meake repars-

tion,

Mr.M.J.F. Quinn, M.P., Mr, James
MoShane, Mr. J, B. Sempls and Mr,
Ryan followed with speeches in &
similar strain.

Inreply Mr. Robert Mackay said :
If there had been any injustice inad-
vertently done, he was sure the board
would be happy to do its best to effect
a remedy. The chairtan also reiter-
ated the ssme facte as regards the
diecharge of Mr. O'Brien.

——et———
How I Made $250 a Month,

Ibave been selling Dishwashers and
Household Specialties for the past twa
years,but untit Ibegan selling the Mound
City Dishwasher I only made a fair
salary, and in the past “tnree months I
have made more moneysslling this wash-
cr. which has alltheiatest imaprovements,
than I did in six months bofore selling
the other dishwashers. If youonly take
two orders a day you make $100 a
month, but it is euf to average .vo or
more daily. - The buisness is exceedingly
pleasant and the work is light. Ladies

; for He p to be
with us for all days.—Father Mo-
Kenna, 0.P.

E.B. A

8T. HELEN'S CIROLR N0, 2, TORONTO

The officers and members of 8t.
Holen's Cirole invited their friends to
an open meeting on Monday last, for
the purpose of laying before them
the benefits to be obtained by enrolling
U lves 1 the Associati The
meeting was woll attended by the
ladies of the parish, and eight filled
their applioation papers, and others
promised o do g0 during the month,
Addresses were delivered by A. Me-
Donsld, chairman of G. B. Executive,
W. Lsne, G.8., D. 8hea, Organizer,
and P. J. Crotty. Songs and recita-
tiong wero given by Brothera M. Delary,
J. Howell, P. J. Orotty, D. Shea and
others. 8t. Helen’s Branch and Gircle
will hold their anbual At-Home in
Bunnyaide Boat parlorson Friday 15:h.

At & special meeting of St. Mary's
Beanck No. 24, E.B.A, held March
8ib, 1898, & resolution of eondolence

ly adopted on the death

can dosawell asmen. No exp is
needed. Anybody can doit. Write to
the Moucd Cily Dishwasher Co., St.
Louis, Mo., for particulars. C. A, L,

wae ly adop
of Katie O'Heato, daughter of Reo.-
8eo., Bro, John O'Heare,

W. Laxz, 8.7

e 5t

I was contending against the most skil
ful d ive of the age I really feel
proud of the achievement.”

8o that, on tho whole, it seems to
you that in baflling a dotective you
showed more skill—that is to say bettor
brain work—than he. Am Inot right?"

“ Well, you pus 14 rather untiattering-
ly for yourself. But certainly we used
our brains against one another, and I
wron.”

‘“Now, then, Mr, Mitchel, we have
reached the point whete 1 may make a
proposition to you. I have to'day been
called in to investigate one of the most
singular cases that bave fallen my way.
It is one 1n whioh tho ususl detective
mettods wonld be utterly valueless.
‘The tacts were presented to me, and the
solation of the mystery could only be
reached by analytical deduction.”

“That i3 to say, by using your
brains ?"

“ Precisoly. Now you have admitted
that you consider yourselt more expert
in this di n thau the ordinary de-
tective. I wish to place you for once in
the position of the detedtive, and theu
800 you ftove your Abilit{.’"

*“Ab, I comprehend! ‘You think that
avoiding deteotion, such as I did in our
recont affair, is easior than actually
{forreting out & criminal 9"

“1do Therefore if you caro tolisten
I will tell you all that I'know of thecase
to which I have alluded, and then give
you my solution of it after you have ex-
precseg your views. We can then sse
which of us is correct, or whether we
reach the same explanation.”

** My dear Mr. Barnes, you could not
come to me with & more alluring pro-
posal. My mind this mornmg is in
peculiarly auatytical pose, and I am al.
ready impatient for you to begin.”

** Attend carefully, then, for in these
affairs the smallest details may have the
groatest value. bEnly this morning I

checked by an exclawation from Mr,
Gray, who quickly asked his wito,
* Where is your opal ?"

‘“ Her opal?” asked Mr. Mitchel 1
tones which showed that his greatest
interest was now aroused. * Do you
menn, Mr. Barnes, that she was wearing
the Azteo opal 2"

“Oh! You knew the gom 2"

“I know nearly alt jowels of great
valuo, bat what of this one 2"

* Mrs, Gray and her sister, Mrs Cort-
landt, had both donued decolicte cos-
tumes for this oceasion, and Mrs, Gray
had worn this Aztec opal as & bendaut
to & thin gold chain which huog round
hor neck. At Mr. Gray's question all
looked towards his wife, and it was
noted that tho clasp was open and the
opal misaing. Of course, it was sup-
posed that it had merely fallen to the
Hoor, and a search was immediately
instituted, but the opal could not be
found."

‘“That is certainly a verg significant
fact,” said Nr. Mitogel. ““But was the
search thorough 2"

‘1 should say extromely thorongh,
when we consider that it was not con.
ducted by a detective who is supposed
to be an expert in such matters, Mr.
Gray described to me what was done,
and be seems to have taken every pre-
caution. He sent the attendants out of
tho salon, and he and his guests sys.
temae!:ully examined every part of the
room.

“ Except the place where the opal was
concealed, you mean."”

* With that exception, of course, since
they did not find the jewel, Not satis-

fied with the search by lamplj

Tho main point was that sho wax awars
of tho thelt before the lamps were ro.
hghted. Tn fact, sho felt some one's
arma atoal around hor neck, and know
when tho opal was taken. I asked
why sho had wmedo no outory, end
whether sho suepected any special per.
sou  To thowo «que..ious she roplied
that she su({lpouad it was worely & joko
porpetrated i tho darkuess, and theore.
}ora had mado no resistanco. She
would not name anyono as suspecte.
by hor, but she was willing to tell me
that the arms wore bare, aa she dotoct-
cd when they touchod her nock. § must
say here, that, although Miss Liviog.
stune's dress was not cut low m the
neck, 1t was I»mcucally sleoveless, aud
Mrs. Cortlandt’s had no sleeves at all,
Une other significant statemont made
by this  lady was that her
husbaud had mientioned to her your
ofter of 325,000 for the opal and ‘had
urged her to permit i to sell 1t, but
sho had refused.”

‘' So1t was madam that would not sell,
The plot thickeus,"

“Yon will observe, of course, the point
abuut tho vahed arms of tho thief, 1
theroforo sent for Mrs, Cortlandt. She
had a curious story to tell. Unliko her
sister, sho was quito wilhng to oxprose
her susprerons. ‘Indeed sho plaiuly iu.
timated that she supposod that Mr,
Gray himsolf had taken tho jewel. I
will endeavor ¢ repeat her words:

‘¢ Mr. Barues,’ said she, ! the affair is
very simple. Gray is a miserly old
skinflint, ~ A Mr, Mitchel, & crank who
collects gems, offered to buy that opal,
aud ho has been hothering my sister for
it ever sinco. When tuc lamps went
out he took the opportumty to steal it,
1 do not think this—I know it. How ?
Well, ho made a mistake m our relative
positions in the dark, and he pat his
arms around my neck and deliberatel;
felt for thoopal, I did not understan;
what he waa about at the time, and said
nothing, but now 1t 1 very evident what
ho was aftor.’

*** Yes, madam,’ said 1, ‘but how do
you know it was Mr, Gray ?'

‘** Why, Igrabbed his hand, and be.
foro ho could pull it away I folt the
large cameo ring o hislittle finger, Oh,
thero is no mistake whatover,'

* [ asked her whother Mr. Gray had
his sleoves rolled ug, aud, though she
could not understand the purport of wy
inquiry, she said no. Noxtg had Mi;
Liviugstone come in.  She is a slight.
tremulous young lady who cries at she
slightest provocation, Daring the intor-
view, brief as it was, it was only by the
greatest diplomacy that 1 avoidzd a
sceue of hyaterics.  She tried very hazd
to convince me that she knew absolutely
uothing. She had not left her geat
during the disturbanes, of that sho was
suro, - 8¢ how could she know anything
about 1t, aud at this her agitation reach:
ed such climax that I was obliged to
let hor go.”

** You gleaned very little from hor, I
should say 2"

‘“In a caso of this kind, Mr. Mitchel,
where the criminal is surely one of a
very few persons, we cannot fail te
gain something from each person’s
story. A significant fcature here was
that, though Miss Livingstone assures
us that she did not leave her seat, never-
theless, when the lamps were lighted
sftm she was sitting in a difterent

ace.”

th;. That might mean anything or mo-
g.”

‘* Exactly.  But we are not dedusing
values yet. Mr. Dennett Moore oame to
me next, and he is a straightforward,
honest mau, if I ever saw one.  Ho de.
claved that the whole affair was a groat
wystery to him, and that while ordin.
arily he would not care an; ing about
it, hie could not but somowhat intorest.
od bacause hio» thought that one of the

ladies, he could not 8ay which one,
d him, Livi

T,
Gray locked the salon so that no one
could enter it during the :;ight, and
another investigation was made tn the
morning."”

*“ The pockets of the seven persons
presont wero not oxamined, 1 pre-
sume 2"

*“Noj; I asked Mr. Gray why this had
been omitted, and ho sald that it was
an indigoity that he conld not Enssibly
offer toa guest. As yon have asked this
quention, Mr. Mitchel, it is only fair for
me to tell you that when I spoke to Me,
Gnion the point he seemed to bo very
mud fased. Nevertholsss

unwillig he may have been to search
those of his guests who are innocent, he
emphatically told me that if I bad rea-
sonable proof that anyone present had
purloined the opal he wished that indi-
vidual to be treated as any other
thief, without regard to sex or social
position.”

*“One can scexcely blame him, be.
cause the opal 18 worth a fabulons sum.
I have myselt offered Gray $26,000 for
it, which he refused. This opal was
one of the eyes of an Aztec idol, and if
the other could be found the two would
bo ag interesting as any jewels in the
world.”

* This is the story which I was asked
to unravel,” continaed Mr, Barnes, *'and
I must now relate to you what qtleps I

% ap-
that because of the loas of tlre
}ewel 40 one has left the yacht, although
1o restraint was placed upon them gy
Mr. Gray. Allknew, however, that he
bad sent for adetoctive, wnd it was
natural that no one should offer to @0,
until formally dismissed by tho host.
My plan, then, wns to have @ pnivate
interview with ocach of the geven
ersons who had been present at the
inner.”

“Then you omitted the attendants
frol 5&1: suspicions 2"

*1did. There was but one way by
which one of the servants could have
stolen the opal, and this was prevented
by Mr. Gray. It was possible that the
opal had fallen to the floor, aud, thongh
11:06 logud at night, a servant might

vo

was y & ger to go
aboard of the steam yacht, Idier, which
lay at au-hor in we lower bay.”
** Why, the Idler, belongs to 1ay friend,
Mortimor Gray,” said Mr. Mitchel,
“Yes,” repiied Mr. Baraes, “ I told
you that your friends 2-e interested, I
went immediately with the man who
come {0 my office, aud in due season
1 was aboard of the yacht. Mr. Gray
reveived me politely and t1ok me to his
Eﬂvm room adjoining the cabin. Here
o explained t« ‘me that ho had been off
on a cruise of + fow woeks and was ap-
proaching the aarbor last night, when,

P’ and have appropriated
it on the following morning, had he beon
able to enter the salon. Bat M, Gray
had locked the doors. No sorvaut,
however bold, would have been nble to
take the opal fecm the lady's neck ”

1 think your reasoning 1s good, and
we will conflue ourselves to the criginal
seven,”

* After my interview with Mr. Gray
1 asked to bave Mes, Gray sent in to mbo.
She came in, and I noted that she placed
herself on the defensive. Women fro.

3:3&&1 adopt that mauner before &
tective. Heor story was very brief,

3 " also
impressed me favourably, in spite of the
fact that he did not remove his cigarette
from his mouth throughont the whole of
my ioterview with lum, He declined
to name the person who suspected him,
$hough he admitted that he could do mo.
He made the significant remark :

“*You are a deteative of experience,
Mr, Barnes, and ought to be able to de.
cide which man amouast us could place
hus arms around Mrs, Gray's neck with-
out causing her to cry out, But, it your
imagination falls you, BUppose you in-
quire into the financiw standing of all
?’k uf, n‘nd w:i ‘w:icl. l;1]119 would be mose

ikely to prol thieving. Ask Mer.
COrtusndzg " Y & ¢

* Evidently My, Livingatone knows
moﬂ; elu\\"A1 he Xtaslls."

*“ Yes; he told enough for one to gueas
his suspioon and tg anderstand the
delicaoy which prozapted him to say no
more. He, however, gave mo a Rood
Point on which to question Mr, Cort.
andt. When I asked the gentleman if
auy of the men happened to be in peonn-
iary difficulties he bocame grave at once
I '.'i."hf"i you his answer.”

" ‘ Mr. L.viogstone and Mr. Moore are
both exceedingly wealthy mon, and I
am & millionalre 1 very satistactory
business circumstances at, present. But
I am very sorry to say that, whough our
host Mr. Gray 18 also & distinotly rich
man, he bas met with some raverses
recently, and I can conoeive that
woney would be usefal to him,
all that it is Preposterous to belisve
what your question evidently indicates.
Nonoe of the persons In this party isa
thief, and least of all conld we sus;
Mer. Gray. Iax snce that if he wi&;l‘
his wite’s opal she would give 1t to him
.nheyxlu]ly. No, Mr. Barnes, the opal
18 1n some crack or crevico which we
baveoverlooked. It ix lost, not atolen,'"

* That ended the interviows with the
saveral persons present, but I made one
CF 4w 1nquiries from which I elicited at
lonst $wo siguificant facts, First of all,
it was Mr."Gray himself who had in-
dicated the course by which the yacht
wag steered that night, and which ras
ber over the sand bar ; Second, somo one
bad noarly emptied the ofi from the
lA“l:lp_s, 80 tg;t:l:ey would have barned
out in a short time, even thoy
yacht had not touched.” %6k the

*“These are your facts ? And from
theso you have solved the problem
Well, Mr. Barnes, who stolo tho opal #"

*Mr. Mitohel, I have told you all that
I know, but I wish you to work out a
?:ll)uﬁmn beforo I reveal my own opin.

o1 bave already done so, Mr. Barnes.
‘I;I'e;o; s Lwill gnite m{e alll:sp'io(on on & bis

- So now
ahatl mw mine ummi:.'-"“’ sl yoo

’




