IN NOVA SCOT'A, NEW BRUNSWICK, AND ADJOPNING PROVINCES.

selves of an inestimable privilege—the one by
never singing Psilms, the other, by never
singing Hvmue., I woulil myself, be always
ready to sing either the onc or the other,
according to time, place, Lnd circumstances—
auitahleness to the frume of mind, or adapt-
edness to the special occanion. Bus, while
claiming this liberty and privilege for myself,
1 would cheerfully concede the same liberty
and privilege to theie extremists. ‘L'he case
is one pre-eminently demauding a practical
applicetion of the memorable Apostolic ex-
hortation, * Let every one be persuaded in
his own mind "—aud be fully allowed to act
accordingly.

As a treasury of praise and thanksgiving,
and a record of infinitely varied reiigious ex-
periences, nothing, nothing is comparahle to
the Psalmsof David, Xather than forego
the use of them, I would be prepared to sub-
mit to any sacrifice,

A bringing out more explicitly and mora
fully, in the lightof the New T'estament eccno-
my and ¢f Evangelical experience, the grand
fundamental teuths connected with Redemo-
ton through the blood and righteousness of

our adored Immauuzl, and sanctification oy |

the grace of the Holy Spirit, there ure many
Hymas thet are altogether invaluable. Rarh-
er than forego tne usw of these, I would also
be prepared to subwmit to almost any sacrifice.

My own impression has always been, that
the right thing for all our Churches to do,
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congregations who choose to do to. This
seems to me the right way of soiving and
settling the whole vexed question.

A Church or ecclesiastical body may pro.
hibit hymns from being sung; but sach pru-
bibition is not wise. So long as men’s soul’s
are spirituully languid, it does not signify
much ; they will not trouble themselves much
ahout the singing of Psalms or Hymns, or
singing anything at all. But let the fount-
ain’s of the great deep of old Nature be broke«
en up in men's soul’s. as uoder the earth.
quake heavings of a mighty revival, and the
spiritual instincts let joose and intensified,
will Gnd tor themselves vent in sacred song ;
awd canno: be restricted to Oid Testamen:
Psalms, boweverincalculably precious in their
own place. Under the flow and currect of
spiritual energy, the prose of Seripture will
often he used as a chant; prayer will often
hecome a sort of chant ; the glow and fervor
of inward feeling diffusing a radiance over all
surrounding objccts, aad the visible manifes-
tations of graca in the awakened and convert-
ed - adl, all will be teraed into matter—ofien
it may be extemporaneously—of sacred song.
Under the stir und gush ol spiritual move-
| ment and excitement, let a hymnist only strike
. up such a simple ode, with accompanying
! tunes, as that which hegins with tie familisr
words, * Nzarer my God to thee "—and |
venture to say that the stiffest, the sternest,
l'and the most exclusive Psalmist wouid, in

would be this, viz: for each Cnprch, out of | spite of himself, his preferences and anteco-

the vast wass of existing hym ns,--in Germany,
amouunting to literally tens of theusauds,—to
select a certain number—a few ecores cr a

few bundreds, as the case might be—of such ;
as it could setits imprimatur or seal upen, as |

being sound in doctrine and sentiment, accord-
ing to its own views and interpretation of
Holy Scripture. Then publish these in a
volume along with the Psalms of David,
which ought ever to be pat in the forefroat
as “ givea by Inspiration of God ”—sayiag
1o substance. ¢ The Psalms of David need
no autherization from us, in order to be sung

dent convictiens, be carrisd along with tae
tide of ¢ grave, sweet melody,”"—and a.most
unconsciously, contribute his owa guota to
swell the stream,

Has not something of all this been actualiv
experienced in wost of your great American
revivals? It was assuredly so in the time of
| the Reformation, which was the greatest re-
i vival of religion, not unly in modern times,
i but siuce the day ot tne mighty Fentecosial
i effusion.

Luther began his amazing career by sing-
1 ing bymns as a oy ; be also composed bymns

by individuals or congregations; they have j of hls own in riper 1ears, which wre stiil sunig
airzady the impress of God's Holy Byirit. | in the Protestant Caurches of Germany ; and
Tne Hymns, hcre selected, being composed | of these hymns it has been asserted, as an
by uninspired men, yet men,for the most | historical fact, that they carried the precious
part, full of faith and the Holy Ghost, we do | truths of God's inspired word 10 many hearts
not direct or order to be sung either by indi- | which would never have beea reached by pou-
viduals or congregations; we only state that, | derous tomes =f theology. But Lu:ber was
baving carelully examined them, we find them { &iso a great singer of Psulms; aad the 46th
to be, in our judgment, scripturally sound in ' will ever be known as Luther's tavérite Psaim.
docirine and sentiment, and such, therefure,! And we may rest assured, thai, waether
as may be safely and profitably sung by inci- | there be revivals or act amongst ux, people
viduals or congregatious who may be inclin- ; will sing hymns of some kind, whetber Chur-
ed or disposed to do so. ches grant th:m liberty to do 80, or cther-

Whut would be more reasonahle, more ' wise. And if they will not be wiscly directed
equitable, mose tolerant than a decision like | by ecclesiastical rulers to hymns that are
this? It iy in poiat of fact, what the Church ; spiritually sound in doctrine, as well a< 1 tne
of Scotland did many years ago, when it ap- ; expression ol evangelical teeling and expeii-
pended Peraphroses, which are just Hymas, | ence, tuey will often, iu their ignorance, care-
10 the Psulms ; and did not o1 der. but simply + »sness cr tolly, choos< hymne tor theudselves
awthorized them te be sung by iuuividuats o whish may be very umsounld in doctrine, as



