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4thlv. Our Father ilitt is in heaien ever ciemstances supposed to exist. hlie excel-
liveth to act the part of a Ind ndI good, lenv ot the rule e, insts i makin.g our sel-
wise and benevoienit Father, to il . lis chiI- lishne.s the mlleasire of Our heneNoelire ; but
dren. Earthly parents are nut permitted to this maîkes ià a rile of %erv dilicult observ-
coitiniuei to live, by reaten i death; anf ntc. It requires u to rise suuperior to ail
iow mianiv clildrenî are ieft behinîd helpless the frincipeI which exert the iost powerfui
orplans. l ìut the chibireni of God onlv cai influere over our de raved nature, andi whihel
5aWie i my father id my mothel for- may well b comîprelhended under the gene-
sc me, then the Lord will take me up;1" rai namle of self-h>ve. It is a most rason-
Ie will iever leave ior forsahe me ;" " le able rule. WIiat we should expect others to

is a buckler to ail then th.tr put thecir trust do to uts, wC caninot, in common justice, re-
in Hit." Earthly pareits, il general, fteel a fuse to them. 13y actinig otherise-by doing
very warm and tender attachment to tleir less f'or them that Iwe should consider them-
ofispring; but it is not to lie compired with sehes bound to do for us, we condemn our-
thaît of our Father that is in hcaven, whici selves, and commit aln aet of positive injus-
is endurable and innutable. tice ; we violate the great fundaniental law

5th, and lastly. We observe that the love which requires us to " love our neighJbor as
of God towards lis family is very great. He ourselves." This is, moreover, a most con-
says to thiem, "I have loved thee with an prehensive law. It embraces the viole sys-
everlasting love; therefore with loving-kind- tem of relative duties which wYe owe to our
ness have I drawn tihee." The love of a fellow-men and our fellow-christians, whe-
fatier is great; and it is said that "like as a ther they refer to the practice of justice or
father pitieth his children, so the Lord piti- the exercise of benevolence. The saime rule
eth then that fear him." But the love of a applies alike to hoth, and to ail the varieties
mother is stronger still; and it is said, " As of cases and of circunstances which can arise
one whom bis inother comforteth, so wiill I under cither the one or the other. The rule,
confort you." " Behold I lave graven thee in fine, is most benieficial in its tendency.
upon the palms of my hand; thy walls arc Were mankiind in generall fo act in accord-
continually before me." "If, therefore, pa- 1 ance with its whiolesome and wie directions
rents, being evil, know iov to give good gifts -were all inen to do ta others n hatsoever
to their children, how nuch more shall vour they would tiat others in similar circuimstan-
Father who is in hieaven give good things to ces should do to tlemî,-wliat an altered,
them that ask him ?" We cannot tell how what ait improved aspect would the viole of
much mare; ris nuch more as the kiowledge society present! It is because this dih ine
-fGod is superior to the ignorance of mai, precept is not sufliciently regarded, thtat in-
and as the pow-er of God surpasses the imi- justice and oppression, Nioleice aid discord,
potence of main, and as the love of God ex- wretchedness and nisery, prevail to such a
ceeds the selfishness of man. Let us, then, fearful extent in all classes of Iumanity. And
be encouraged ta go always to Him, as chil- yet this rule is enijoinîed with divine authori-
dren to their father, in the prompt and daily ty, obligatory on all, and pet emlptory in its
exercise of filial confidence and reverence, nature. It is so, " for this is the law and the
humility and submission. "I He is a sun and prophets."
shield; He will give grace and glory, and We, however, Io not find exactly the sanie
will withhold no good thing fron themît that words either in tie law or the prophets. But
walk uprightly." But as God's goodness and nevertheless it is in confority with the tes-
rmercy afford alil ieedful encourageinent to tiinony of God, which is contained both in
prayer, so they hold out an excellent exan- the law and the propliets. It was the design
plle for Our meditation. of the law and the prophets to recommend

Our blessed Lord, therefore, proceeds to the very sanie lne of conduct which our
say (verse 12th): " Therefore, al things blessed Lord lias hiere enjoinied. 3fMany pre-
whatsoever ye wou/d that men should do unto cepts of the Old Testament scriptuies mighit
you, du ye even sa to tltem." be quoted in conformity '<ith the one niow

These '<ords in this verse contain what is under our consideration. Yet it is a precept
commonuly called " The Golden Rule"--a rule, of the most difficult observance; and its
he it observed, worthy to be written in "let- whole character is entirely contrary to the
ters of gold and in pictures of silver." Nay, strongest feelings of our depraved and fallen
Ive shtould rathter say, written with more pre- nature. It is a precept which nothing but
Clous materials-written by the finger of God the influence of divine grace can enable us to
01 " the fleshly tables of the leart." It is a reduice te practice. Ini connection iith tiis
rule divinely simple, easily understood, and divine and sublime precept, our blessed Lord
admitttg of ai application to every case that and Saviour proceeds to instruct and exhort
can, ()ocur. Al that it requires is thtat We His disciples, in
should puit ourselves in the place of others, Verse 13th. " Enter ye in at the strait
and imagine ourselves to be in exactly simi- gaie; for wide is hie gate and broad is the
lar circumistantces, and then acetowards them way that leadeti to destruction, and many
i the same way that we should desire and there be who go in thereat."
'lpeet them to act towards ourselves in the It may truly be said that therg are only


