
becaîne failfiar Io thcm. 'l'lie adveriturers were often absent for

several ycars on a single cruise, %vintering at sonie island and cventually,
w'len in lîîck, returning %viî1i their accunifflated furs t 1 Kamîscliatka or

to Okotsk. Very frequently they were shprceand not one buit

severai cases are knoivn in %vhichi, like i3elring's cr.ew, the shipwrecked

men reconstrucLed a vessel frorn the poor debris of that whicb liad been

cast away and in it returned to the Siberian coast. But whoIe crews

often sailed neyer to bc hecard of again, or to be heard of only by sub-

sequent v'oyagers as having b)ea nusacred by the natives.

T1he adventurers were Ioth lwnters and traders. They engaged

theniselves in the capture of sea-otttrs, loxes and other valuiabie skins
and besides ohiained then by barter fromn the natives. Under the

guise of rendering these peo0ple subsidary bo Russia, they aiso, exacted a

tril)ute of furs froi theni - taking as inuch as tiey, could andi giving in

return mere]y a paper reciuipt to, the effect that tribute had been paid
for tme current yeir.

Coxe briefly describes the niet hod of trade as foIIows :---"Tlie

Russians have for somne ycars pist been accustomned 10 repair

t0 these isiands, [the Alcutians,] iii quest of furs, of which they have irn-

posed a tax on the inhabitants. 'l'le nianner of carrying
on this trade is as follows. 'l'lie Russiansg-o in autuin ho Behiringy's Island

and therc 'virer ; they then employ theniselves in catching the sca-cat,
and after'vards the Seivutcha, or Sea-lion. 'lle flesh of the otter is

1repared for food and is esteenîed very delicate. They carry the skins
of these animais to the Eastern islands. Ne\t sunirü'er they sail east-

Nvard to Jhe Fox Islands ; and again lay their ships up for the winter.

They tiien endcavor t0 procure, cither by persdiasion or force, the child-

ren of the inhabitants, particulariy of the Tookoos, as hioshagles. This

being acconiplished, they deliver to the inhabitants fo\-traps, and also

skins for their boats, for wvhich they expect in return furs and p)rovisions

during the tvinter. After obtaining fromn thern a certain quantity of furs,
byway of tax, for which they Live quitt.1-ces - the Russians pay for the

rest in beads, false pearis, goals wvool, copper 1<cîîles, hatchets, etc. In

the spring they gel back their traps, and deliver up their i.ostages. They


