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Rivière Blanche Iandslip. they cantained, when saturated, front

22 to aS per cent. ot theur own weight of water.

:o. Increased cor unusual precipitation, which fumisheS the.

great excess of water necessary to produce that condition of

Superçaturation of certain portions of the Clay which ev.ntuatty

brings about unstabte .quitibrium of the. beds. Thus, certain

layera or portions of the clay are in a seuni-liquid condition, and

examination ot the. Lièvre occurrence shows a considerabte portion

of the clay to, have about the same csmistency as Ordinar thiu

porridge. The. extra weight of the. overlying materiat, due to the

unusuatly large amount of contained water, resuits in the dispiace-

ment of those portions or blocks of tand which are underlaid by

the. supersaturated or tiquwd dlay. Movement once begun gathers

force and quickly extesids the. area af.cted, and the. existence of

even a v.ry gentie gradient imparts an irresiatibte movement

towards the. tower ground in the. vicinity of the. river.

Tii. Bats which border the. Lièvre river in the. neighboniiood

of the. rment landslip are principally made up of very thicmc and

uniform beds of a stiff, impervious bluish-gray dlay, with smal

and subordinate Layera of silty, sandy or gravelty materiat. This

dritt material (oms a plain, whuch, with very occaisionat mïnor

depressions, occupied by amati marshes or crecks, extenda to tiie

base of the. rocky bitta. Between tuas cay and the. solid rock

beneath, atong the. base of the. huis, there g.nerally interveneu a

considerable laye! composai of bouldera or coarue-gravel. M4oat

of the. surface drainage from the. rocky bills Aowas out along the.

top of Ibis plain, reaching the river tiirougii on. or two amail

brooks. A large proportion, however, of tus surface water flows

downward througii the. coarse gravel and boulders, finding uis

way into the. various sandy or ilty layera and thus feeding the.

volts wiiicii are located on one or otiie of these layera Tiie in-

troduction of tuis water serves to produce the. necessary d.gree of

saturation. During extreme wet seasons, like the. sumnmer of

1903. the amount of water thua flowing into and along these per-

meab1é layera must b. very large, and with long.continued and

unusual precipitation the. saturated dlay is being constantly in-.

cr.ased, until the. limit is reaciied and the necessary conditions of

unatable equîlibrium are produced. As a resuit it occasionaliy


