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wc endeavoured the more abundantly
to see your face with grent désire. ..
WVhercfore, wlicn ive coula lîold ont no
longer, we thouglit it good to be left at
MAhens alone, and sent Tiîîîothy our
brother to establish you, aud to exlîurt
,you concerning your faitlîV This re-
lates to ali whom lie Iuid begotten to
eternal life ; they are so xny friends
wihoin lie bears on lus heart, before God.
The churebes withont nuinber founded
by hini contain. no inember wlio dues
flot have blis pilace iii those prayers, the
frequency of which is almost as aston-
ishing as tixeir fervour Ouue is tempted
to ask ivbere the apostie fouiud t:me (to
speak only of time) to pray su con-
stantly for s0 many pceýsons; arnd the
inexhaustible tenderness of bis soni as-
suredly enters largely into the solution
of this tonclîing problemu.

IlBut fraterual love does flot exehîde
spécial preflèrences. Sucient atten-
tion is flot given to the place iwhich
friendship, a tender friendship, héld iu
the life of Saint P>aul and in bis apos-
tleship. 1'aul hiad freely renounced, in
,order to promote Iîisininistry, bis riglit
of 'lecading about a sister, .1 wille, as
well as othler aposties, and ai the bretb-
ren of the Lord and Cephas ;' lie did
not wish to hc chargable 10 the clîurch-
es, or to re'strain. bis owil liberty by flic
support and the cares of a fauuily. But
il. is alloivable to believe, in consistc.ncy
with the lively affections to whicb -ie
bave secn tliat bis heuart was surrender-
ced, thut it waîs neot possible for hinu te
renounce tlic sweet tics of doinestic; life
without al sacrifice greater, pierbaps, ini
bis case, than it wonld have "'(-n for
znany otber mnr. There is, however,
,no sacrifice wvithout conmensation ; and
ithat very isolation which Saint Pul
took care to wrap about Iiixnself, copens
for hum a readier access to the consola-
tions and hielps of Christian friendship).
1 desirc no further proof of tbis than
the greut number of brellircu and sis-
ters that arc named by their naines at
the close of nsany of bis episties, and
ecd one of iliei suluted by bimi wîith
ail flic most délicate shades of tlic nost
t.titliful Gbristiani affection; thc apos-
tlc's fraternal faniily, far mnorc minmerons
and prbps yet more devoted -%onld
bave bei-n the naturul faniily of wlîich
lie l-a ,oltliitziily deprivedl biinseif.
Tiiere is a Priscilla and au Aqnila, ' luis
helpers iii Christ .Jesus, wlho bave for
tuis life laid dowin their own uceis ;'

tixere is an Andronicus and a Junia,
Il bis kinsmen and bis fellow-Iprisoners,
ulho also were lu Christ beflore mc;"
tiiere is a Persis, "lthe be loved, Wvho
labonred nîncl iii thc Lord ;" a Rufus,

chusen in tic Lord, and ]lis niotiier,
Whio' it is added, ' is also miine Ia this
point of view, those chapters of saluta-
tions, *wbich yen perbaps ba-ve been
-%vont te pass over at a bound, as pos-
sessiuig no general iiutercst, -%ould pre-
sent you a study as attractive as il
is iîistructing, by cnabliiig you to
penetrate into tbe private life of thc
apostle, and into bis personal rela
tions.

IlThuis is not ail. Among s0 many
Christian friends thaï, Ilirug around
hiim, Pul reckions a few to whoin lic
reserves lus nîost intimnaxe attaclmment-
Luke, the historian, s0 truc, yet se af-
feetionate ; lBarnuabas, biis tirst cempan-
ion iii huhor, touvards -%vhom lie -%vould
miot suifer hiniseîf to ho chilled by a
înomentary séparation ; Philemon, to
Nwlom lie writes witli a vivacity of sen-
timuent -%vlich the peu of the most loving
woîmian could not excel ; Epaphroditns,
whom God gave to bis prayers, ' lest
lie slIiould have sorrow niion serrow;'
Epjaphras, Tychicus, and, ahove all thc
rest, Timuîliy and Titus ;-Tiiniotbly bis
riglit amni, and Titus biis left arin.

"Whiat moflier ever w-rote to lier son
a leIter more filled ivitli solicitude tlîan
the second epistle to Tiiiiotliy ? The
traîxsparently aflèctionate luîîgnage of
the teaclier enuables us to read tlîe vcrv
heuart of the disciple, wvhiich is revcalcd
to us in the pastoral (shall I cai theni,
or imternul ?) directions luvislicd upon
liinî. Do nol you se Tiiothy bore,
yielding to tic donb c usccnduuncy of a
mind depressed, and a bxtdy cîifeebled,
and slicdding abunduuit tears in the bo-
Som of lus uged friemd ? P>aul tukes
hced not to forget Ihiose teurs. Hie
linows too wcll whut lears arc. Thiat
deprcssed mnd bu raises up by bis holy
exhiortationîs; lic cares, also, for thaI
enfeeblcd body, on whiose hehiaîf lie
gives cîscihere the ivutclil uuîd ulmost.
metherly coîxusel, ' Driîîk no longer
w-nIer, but use a little Nvine for tlîy sto-
mnachi's sake and tlîy frequent intirnii-
tics.'

Il nd whîat shall we Fay of Titus ? If
1 painted to yon the aluostle rnning
from clinreli te churcli ifter lis deur
disciple, ' lus true son !i tîxe fu tot
fila rest in bis swcoî society yeno would


