
Septeber, 891.]AND THE INDIJSTRIAL-ARTS, 6

MECHANICAL LEDGER.

. The wvleel wvas fitted up muet carefully, and it

1jresentà a fine piece of machinery, as niay be judged
froin the illustration.

This.gear, with the steel pinion, was the only part
of the mass-ive puxnping. machinery which was made
in this country, the balance of work being contracted
for in England.

In reply to an inquiry as to why the pears had
heen singled out for manufacture at a different point
than the' rest of the machinery, the en gineer of the
company replied that lie thought they could roly on
grettingc a superior class of iron in Amnerica, and ho
knew tliey could s4±cure as perfect work.

That. man knew what he was talking abou t.-
The Amter-ican Enyineer.

LIMPROVED MECHANICAL LEDGER.

Thé vast and intricate 8ystem of k eeping bank ac-
couuts involves sueli a cunibersome, ponderous
tuetliod as to be a severe tax on1 both the mental and
Pikysical powers, as well as consuming a large portion
of tinie or compelling undue haste. "Heavy ledgers,
fi1ledý with accumulaited accounts, perhaips the major-
ity of th.em closed, muet. ho referr.ed to constantly,
the live açconints hunted out at the cost of lifting and
turning over pages of dead matter. When the numi-
ber d o live accounts get so, reduced ais to, hob almost

asphyxiated by the dead.accouiits ini the ledger, Wtis
Customary to transfer thern to a ne.%v ledgeir along,
'with a new accumulation. This process ies SQ fre-
quently required as to necessitate the use' of a, largb.
nlumber of Iedgers, bêsides lifting what would ,aggr-,
gate tons of book înatter evety iiionth, and Yaluebl.
time is lost in referring to the accounts. . A notable,
innovation lias lately been introduced, the invontiou.
of whicli bas been patented by Mr. John A. Laug,-
stroth, of San Francisco, Cal. The sy8tenm is: oe Cf
such extreme simplicity, dii ectuies and involving-se
littie work, that persoins accustomed to the old gys-.
teni may be inclined to question the feaisibility- of the.
new method, but the 8ystem lias beeji fullyt,-ted
and bighly comrnended by, baukers. and will -boat theý
înost critical examination.. Briefiy etated, tl>e, systethi
comprehends the use of independ.ent.sheets fer 'ea3h
account and a sories of properly nuinbered ca@ç4*ý
witbin which said sheets are containedi with cort4in
appliances for holding the sheets in place,- proteetaflg
them from, inj ury, and for indicating the place of auy:
sheet which. may be renioved, together with the naSoo
of the person who lias taken it. la pra4ice, u-d.
this 8ysteni the account, cards are place4, tprighb in
wooden boxes containingi about a thbousfind, each.-
The box is subdivided into sevqrail coinpartiments by-
thin board partitions,. eAch conge Utiyel-y n.umberad4
to afford a- ready guide in finding the division ýre-
quired. When a card is t o rempved~ for .pqatimg
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