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duaty of scnding- their ebjîdren te sehools, and ceuse f'ronî their habitts of' closew
connexion witlî spiritous liquors, was MLcGee's next task, and in those laud-
able attempts lie partly succecded.

In some educational projeet ho came in contact wvit1î that able prelate Arch-
bIpllughies-now, alas, numbered with the dcad-ud though the disputc

et the time threatened serions consequences, if a div ision of the lI8su occurred
on the question ut issue, in whicbi they tookz sides, lie became ut last recon-
ciled to 1dm and they wvere after that (liy fast and flrm friends. No longer
did rushi and revelutionary ideas pervade the brain of MeGce wlici nowv put
his whlc seul into the work hoe had in lhand. The grt-ater portion of bis time
wvas devoted to study and mental improvement. The lives of eminent mon
whlo liad lived before 1dmi had their influence, and t.aking them for examples
hie resolved to win a name for Ilimself. Any one cisc would have been dis-
heartened ut se, mafly repeated failures. The insurmnountable, barrier that
crossed bis path could flot be pushed aside ut once. Ile was an Irishmnan,
that fact was sufficient to stamip out ail hiopes of political advancement, in the
United States. Politicians were ut ail times glad to, have him on their side ;
pleased te, have him IIstuînp the counity " in their behaîf and quite willing t<>
permit him to "lwrite them up." But wlben it came to '-the day after
the election," the party for whoii lie liud donc so mnucli, invuriubly found it
iuconvenient to listen to lmi. lie mure than once feit the cruel and heartles:
tyrunny of a demoeracy, and s4marting wvth in.Iured pride, lie set on foot a
plan te populate some State in the "Far W"est " exclusively with Irishmen,
wliere they might be IlMonarchs of ail they surveyed," and reign supreme.
Bishop Timon aidcd him in this, as did also many other priests and promin-
cnt Catholics. McGee went te, Buffalo, took up bis residence there, ven
tilatcd bis ncw movement, and secured the patronage of a large number et
Inishmcn, who promised him aid. A short time after, hiq loft Buffalo, and
took a tour throughi Canada, is.sued bis pros'ectus, and leetured te crowded
and delighted audiences. But, thoughi every word lic utter'ed told with uner-
ring effeet and loud applause greeted him, hoe found no converts to speak of.
To bis great sur-prise tlie Irish in Canada preferred te live under the good old
Union Jack, they lovcd te see it proudly fluttering in the breeze. The red-
coated soldiers had ceased te, be looked upon as enemies of Ircland. Ail was
lîappiness here. MeGee rcsolvcd tu abandon bis enterprise and at the invita-
tion of friends and adînirers in Montreal ivent te Canada te live. 0f course
hoe was looked upon by inany with suspicion. Ile miglit be ,3incere the know-
ing unes said; but it ivas doubtfnl. Hie mnust be tried well, liowever, before
lie is condemned. Such were sonieC cf the speculations formcd cf him. Rie
u'a sincere. lie now as fervently luved Britisît connexion as lie liuted Britain',
government a short imie previons. If wa.- îîot very long before MeGee gainied
an ascèiidency over bis countrymen. Tlîey, struck by bis superi<)r abilhtie.,
and briflant eloquence, ut once maide hit their leader, and but little time
elapscd when lie was clected a member cf thc Parliainent cf Canada. No-,N
(1857) it was thut lie started his paipcr, The Neiv Era, iii iMontreail. Lt was
înostly political iii its toue, ini the 'ef'orin interest, and an advecate cf the
Union cf the Provinces. Lt was short-lived.

In 1858 McGee's Canadian political life began. On the fleors of the Flouse
lic made bis mark in orutory. His style -vas learned and terse, full cf e-
quence, sarcasm and wvit. H1e laslied bis political opponents with unabat'ad
fury and be eut themn ap in the most approve mode cf wordy warfare. bïc-
Gee's first great speech in Parliament mvas a masterly effort. Sir Jolin A.


