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THE SUPJEME EXCELLENC'E OF dHRIS-
lIA NITY.

AT the opcning of the Theolagical Callcge in
__Montreal, ain the cvening af the 3rd inst.,

7te Rev. Professor Campbell was the speaker and
gave a lecture which, judging by the reports af it,
îiust have becri of morc tlian usual intcrest. It was
devoted to pointing ont thie stperiority of Christianity
to other farins af religion. Ini connectian with Prof.
1atton's brilliant argument in defence of Christian-
ity as a supcrnattiral religion, tvc give lierc sttch a
condensed report af the lecture, as the concnsed re-
ports of the Montreal papers enable us ta give.

Ta know the superiosiity af Chi istianity it is neces-
sary ta kîiow and compare other religions tith it, an
enquiry to which has beeni given the naine ai Coin-
parative Rclig on. The study of this subject is yet
but in its infaticy, a-idlbas become possible only by
the increased knowledge of forcign languages which
lias been slowly gathering for years past. The
te nets and teachings of those religions have been
shut Up in these languages, and it has only been by
an increasing knovledge of them, that men have bc-
corne able to speak tith any authority about %vhat
they teach. It is very important to know this, for
they have evcr bcen in active conflict with Chiris-
tianity, the Christian missionary has ta mecet
and combat themi to-day, and an impression lias
even been made by them and left upon some forins
of Chiistianity now to be met tith. Wîth the ex-
ception af Mahometanism, during a bni peiod ai its
proselytizing career, Cliristianity is the only aggres
sive religion. Attention lias been the more drawn
of late ta some of these ancient faiths, because af a
rcvived activity amongst tbcm, whereby adhcrents
have been gained ta the aid creeds af Zoroaster and
Brahma, of Buddha, Confucius and Mahomnet
in mnry Christian centres af thauglit. We ina>'
ridicule ordespise soineof these converts, but îvhatevcr
niay be thought ai their moral motives, they cannot
bc said ta be unlearned or unthinking. They must
imagine that they have discovered saine good in
these aid iruths, and that they must cantaîn some
truth sa powerfully to appeal ta and hold under
their sway millins of men it is only reasonable ta
admit. This does nat detract frami the superlative
excellence afi Christianity as compared with these
ather religions, or abandon its exclusive claimis ta
bc acceptcd by men. It siînply reveals to us the
strength ai those hoaiy lorms of religion whlîch
have held under their sway for ages bo nmany millir.ns
ai the human race, and by knowing more ai the
secret af their strength the better fit the missianary
ol the cross ta cape tith and in Gad's name and by
His belp ta averthratv them.

Polytheism, the lecturer showcd, inasî-nuch as it
depended upon a conception af human attributes,
%vas really a ivarship ai marn by his iellawv, and could
not therefore exert any ennobling influence upon
hi m. Such wv3s Bialhminism, and ta a stili greater
extent Buddhism,the religlion ai the millions af China
and japan. On the thcoretically moral side the
l3nddhist is btrong. flis maraIs are uustlfislî. His
code is the external semblance af lave ta his feilow
nman, that he may acquire menit, and pile up golden
opinions ai himself. That sort of thing, Praiessor
Campbell said, could neyer face a robust, hearty,
loving Christianity. It could discount a fighiting
Christianity, a mean Christianity, a save niy blessed
self and let the world go Christianity, a sa-
called higher Christian lufe, that makes clean
tht autsid2 af the cup and the platter, and has
no truc ladgemcnt in tht heart for Christ.

The dualism of Persia mirrored forth a great
spiritual realtty,made mare fully apparent by Christ
and I-is apostles, but rnonotheism in its variaus formis
lias asserted itself aver this dualism. Shintaismn
and Confucianismn are other iaiths of China ; tht
former is simply polythetsm, and as for Confuctanism ,

jit is no religion at ail, but simply an ethical systemn
such as made it a real danger to. Christianity. It
made religion simply a life, which might mnean the
sublimest truth or the most pernicious error.

Mate.rialism was an impossibility as a religion,
for religion is a spiritual thing. Christianity as a
spiritual religion, takes the highest place. It held
that the essence af being is spirit: "'God is a spirit."
Tht particularly Christian conception of the divine
character is Christ hiruself. It is that ai supreme
divinity, emptying itself for a time ai glary, and
powcer, and blessedness, of the Lord ai aIl worlds
coming ta ont ai tht i'east ai them, ivherein 1He had
no place ta, lay Hîs head. Tht Christian ethic sinks
itself. «"Christianity is the grave of selfishness."

The lecture was listened ta throughout with the
closest attention and its close wzs especially inspir-

'THE CANADA PREbBi3TERIAN.

ing. "lThere is a good tinte caming. There k an
handful af corn in the eartbi upon the top af tie
mountains. Its fruit some day shall shake like
Lebanion. It caime, that handful, [rom Calvary, and
'rnid thornq, and thistles, and noxious wveeds, atký
wild fruit bearing brambles, that handfni bas con-
tinued ta grow and spread. Intersperscd thrttuughl-
out are scarlet paptiies, and blue cornilowers, at'd
purple tares, and '%. a> spread abroad are goodly
stalks, btaritig notl g but chaffy scalcs. But, lut
the ficld bc plauglied b>' tht deep, sharp share of
the hungcring soul, and watcred by the teats '>1
thcmn that are reproacled tith tht taunt,- \Vhc(re is
your God?' Shake otut front ail fuît cars the livin'.,
kernel oi Christianity, wvhich is Christ in inan, ta fill
the furrotvs full , and wvhen thet hearvest coines ,and
the yellotv fruit shakesï like Lebanion, thitIier 'diai
ail the tribes ai the carth repair for good, sayiiuZ,
«This is dthelîill ai God.'

REV. PROI,',SSOR GORDON, B.D.

T H-E appointment by the Synod ai the Mari-
time Provinces of the Rev. D. M G -ndon, B D ,

ai St. Andrew's Church, HIalifax, to the proressor-
ship ai Systcmatic Theology and Aptologetics, indti
vacant by the death of thc late Principal Dr. Mlac-
knighit, is onte vhich wilUbc receivcd in the church
with gentral and sincere satisfaction. In addition ta
his present charge, MIr. Gardon has filled with ability
and great acceptance tht important pastarates oi st.
Andrew's Church, Ottawa, and Knox Chiurch, Wintnî-
peg. H-e has ber well knowu as taking a dletp in-
teres;t in the mission work ai the church, and has
irom time ta time becu called by the General Aï-
sembly ta discharge duties for te church requiring
tie exerciseoaisuperior jud ,meîit and abi lity. H us
naine bas beer .mare thati a tce proposcd for the
moderatorship ai the General Assembly, and but
for bis caurteous declinature, in aIl likelihood before
this he would have fillcd that place ai bigh honor.
In addition ta these prc-ofs ai the confidence an]I
csteem in which he is hield içi tht cburcli, lie is wveil
knoxvn as a man ai schalarship, culture and ability.
His brethren in tht Maritime Provinces, ta whoin lit!
is best knotvn, have called bu ta an office in w~hicli
lit tvîll be supparted by, the gaodtviil, the synipathy
and prayers ai thtetvholt church, and wvhose dutics
he will, ive doubt nat, under a due sense ai their
solemn and weighty responsîbility, dischatrge witli
credit ta himscli and ta the good ai the chiurcli at
large. 'Ne hcartily %visli far Mr. Gordoni a long,
happy and most useful praiessoriate.

I)R. REID) lias paid ont since tht beginiiig ai
tht ieiancial >'ear, up ta tht i ith ai October,

$35,623.43, and oîîly '$8,38,8.16 have camne juta the
trca-ýury during that titue, thus lcaving a deficit ai
'527.235.27, at tht present date. Unless tht friends
ai Foreign Missions thraughîaut the chtîrch inake an
effort this year, aur Foareign Mission work will bc ini
deep waters. Much relief could be given by can-
gregatians, if instead ai holding their contributions
over utîtil the Spning, whatevtr is alrcady contrîbut-
cd were sent i at once. Intercst on such large boans
is a seiaus loss ta the Fuud.

In the Septeniher issues ciULltell's Liji'ng .Age are ta be
found Il hceland of To-day," a remarkable article of great
interest ; the value of the article by Gladstone, 'l Tht Place
o! Heresy and Schism in tht Christian Church," gots without
saying. Il Six Weeks in lava," by H. Collett ; IlDeatti in
Classicat Autiquity "; I"Lucretius and bis Science," by E.
W. Adamns ; IlMr. Secretary Thurlo " ; I"Tht Outskîrts of
Europe," by J. D. Rees ; "Tht Art of the Novelist," by the
late Amelia B. Edwards ; the series of articles on "lThe
Beginning i! tht British Army," art all papers ci înterest
and value deserving a permanent preservatian, Many other
noted writers are represented in these September numbers;
Fred Wishaw, Lady Vcrney, R. B. Cunninghamne Grahamn,
W. W. Story, Mrs. Andrew Crosse, George Saîntsbury, A.
Henry Savage-Landor, etc., etc. In addition toalal this, each
nurnber contains a fair proportion af excellent poetry.

Wonan's Work for Wornan, for October, opens with
edîtorial notes. A long lîst oi missionaries is given, laboring
in Persia in cannection with Women's Societies, and accounts
of varions kinds aifniissîonary work in that country absorb
a large amouint af space in tht record for this month. Japan,
Kurdistan and Corea are also referred ta in items ai work or
travel mentioned. "sLetters from the Front," are froni
Syria, China> Africa, Laos, Mexico, and Guatemala. The
Home Departrnent is taken up with a large number of
mtaers ai interest. Womnan's Work for Wanîan, 53 Fifth
Ave, New York, U.S.
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BILACK 13EAUTV. The Autabiography of a Horst. Villiaîn
Briggs, Taronto.

This is a Canadian capyrighted edition of a welI known,
înost interesting and most usclul book. It is profusely illus-
trated, and if anywhere,et is in the executîon of this part of the
book that il. fails. The binding and printing done in the city
are excellent, the latter clear and easy for the cye of the
reader. We conegratulate 'Mr. Ilriggs and the e5tablishmient
of which he es the head, on thei1r spirit and judgment dis-
played in publishng thts book. le es wrîtten, et es well known,
in the Înterest af the humane treatment of animais, and
every work of this kind which cau make the yaung espectatty,
more tc-ader and kind towards aur dumb fellow.creatures,
es a positive blessing. We catnnot have too many wcll writ-
ten books like Il Beauttlul Joe' and this one. It will make a
brititiful Christmas present for thc young members of the
(amîly, we cardially commend it and bespeak for et a large
circulation.

The opening -article of Knox Colh/cgc Iontly for Octaher
es by the Rcv. Dr. lZeîd, entitled IlSome Remîniscences of
Scottish Life."1 It will recail ta many the memories of a by-
gant day, and to many of the young, harn and brought up ini
Canada, et will be a revelation. It cannot but be read wîth
interest. The paper read by the same veneratcd father in
aur church at K'nox College Jubilee, es also found here in full.
An article that will have much interest ta yotingcr graduates
of Knox Callegt especially, is that on "Knox College Ge
Club." Il A Church I3enefit Society" discusses iavorably
having a society of that kind wvîîhin the chutch. Studies on
Idylis of the King, are contînucd by Rev. Rnbert Haddow,
this ane being devnted ta Guinevere. Rev. R. Pl. MacKay,
aur meatous mission secretary, writes an tht Jubilce af
Foreign Missions. The first paragraph brîsties with figures
af a most instructive and inspirîng kind. R-'efertuce is aiso
made ta the honorable part which Canadians have taken in
tis work. A plea is made for întroducîng lnooaur
theologîcal courses of study one on missions; the rest of the
article is ta help students how ta decide those questions af
personal duty as ta giving themselves ta mission woik. Other
briefer but yet înteresting articles, notes av.-'& oOtices coin-
plete a number ot much intere.st. Kncx College Monthly,
Campbell and Iantnn, Milton Ont.

The Afethodîst 4fagazine is always varied and readable.
That for October es no exception. "Canada by the Sea," by
the editor, is well illustrated. Il Cyrîl Lucar, a Greck
Paîriarch and Protestant," is by Rev. WV. 1. Snaw, D.D., of
Montreal, and es also illustrated. Il Around Chentu," is a
missionary sketch by ont an tht field. Thetrmemory af Chal.
mers es af perennial interest, and he is made the subject of
an article by Prolessor WVallace, à?%.A., B.D. Tht story of
Hermannsburg, is well told by Mary S. Daniels, B.A.
Helen Campbell cantributes Il Ligbt in Dark Places," and the
stories also by ladies, Il Spindies and Qars," and "lA Singer
from the Sea," are continued. "Ch ristian Culture" es a
sermon by Rev. A. H. Reynar, LL.D., fromn Phîl. i. 9. An
extract from the striking addresses recently given by Mlrs. Isa-
bella Bird Bishop, in Exeter Hall, London, upon Heathen
Claims and Christian Daity is given and should stimulate ta
greater and still greater missionary effort. Poetical contrîbu-
tians, religiaus and missionary intelligence and book notices
comrplete tht number. XVm. l3riggs, Toronto.

Tht special features af Har5r. aai o coe r
"Lahore and the Puniaub," a journey in British India, with

fiuteen illustrations, by Edwin Lord Weeks; "lA Day ai the
Pinochle Club," tht first of a stries ai East Side New Yaîk;
IlThe Streets af Paris" (with eight pictures by C. 1). Gîb.
son), by Richard Hlarding Davis; IlIbervîlle and the Missis-
sippi," "'Golf in tht Old Country," fifteen illustrations by
Caspar W. Whitney, and camplete short staries by Julman
Ralph, Mrs. 1B. F. Mayhew, Owen Wister and Thomas Nel.
son Page. It also contains the conclusion aifJrander
Matthew's charming twa.part talz -If Naragansett Pier, called
the "lRoyal Marine, and the Old , . ntleman af tht Black
Stock." "The Happiest Heart," by John Vance Chency,
and "lUnafraid," by Richasrd Burton, are bath pueras.
Charles Dudley Warner's novel, "lTht Golden House,"
grows in înterest as tht story rnoves to ils close in the No-
vember number. Tht Editor's Drawer and the Editor's
Studv comnplete an unusually varîed number. Harper Bras.,
New York, N. Y., U. S.

In tht Treasury of Reliseious 7/zought for October, the
Rev. George D. Adamis, af tht First Baptist Church, Amister-
dam, N.Y., es portrayed in the frontispiece and is the
preacher of the ilrst sermon, on "Tht Mind af Christ."
There is also a full sermon by Rev. Emory J. Hlaynes, D.D.,
and Leading Thougbts tramn Sermons ai many distînguished
preachers. Tht second of the sketches of Il Presidents of
Yale," by Rev. Burdett Hart, D.D., gives a striking picture
af President jeremîah Day (1807-36). There is a condensed
reproduction of Rev. Dr. W. E. Griffis's article on the
Corean War ; and an accouent of a missionary work in
lconium, by Rev. H. jenanvan. Thoughts on Questions of
the Day are presented fromn tht current secular and religiaus
press ; and there are valuable thoughts for the Prayer-Meet-
ing, Family, Y'oung People's Service, Pastoral Work, and dis-
cussions oficurrent thought, bath religious and secu'ar, a Sur-
vey of Christian Progress and notices ci new books and per-
iodîcals. E. 13. Treat, 5 Cooper Union, New York.

In the Review Section af the 1-IoiltuReview for
October containes IlThe Four Gospels and the Faith of
Christendain," by David S. Schaff, D.D. "The Study oi
Comparative Religion in our Theological Semînaries," "lThe
Metropalitan Frontier," IlHomiletîc Helps froma the Fine
Arts af the Columbian Pair," and "lLight on Scriptural
Texts froire Recent Dîscoveries." The Sermanic Section is
foti ai htlps and suggestive hînts af many kinds ta tht preacti-
er. In tht Exegetical and Expository Section will tec found
IlSt. Pauls Sermons," by Prof, W. S. Blaîkie, D.D., LL.D.
Tht other sections, namely, Sociology and Comparative Re-
ligione, Miscellancous and Editorial, are timely and up ta
date. Funk & Wagnalls' Company, 3a Lafayette Place,
New York.


