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IN the Abence (rom the country. for a fcw illonths, cf
the Rey. Mr. King, persans haiving to corres-
pond in any maîlers corinectcd with the supply of
mission stattions and vacanctcs in the Toronto
Presbytery witl address thclr letters Io the Rcv.
J. M. Catneron, who wilI attend to titis business
in Mr. Kangs absence.

A4 S US TE NTA TION FAWD
lN moeimportant subjcct li comc bc-

fore ~<the Gcnerat Assctnbly thani that
of providîng an adequate maintenance to the
ministcrs of thc Church so as to secure and
continue in our land an educatcd and efficient
rninistry, whose services, by the blcssing of
God, may bc the means of turning men from
darcness ta light., and of establishiîîg thcm in
the way of holiness. For some :,cars past Uic
question of a Gentrai Sustentatýon Fund has
front time to time been mootcd, but titi ver>'
recently it neyer scms to have taken much
hold tipon the sympathies of the ministers or
office-bearers of the Chu rcb.

WVe arc glad ta observe that an impetus
bas of late been given to the subjcct, and that
at the recerit meetings of the Synod of Ham-
ilton and London, and of the Synod of Mont-
rcat and Ottawa, overtures were adopted and
ordcred to be transmitted ta the Gencral As-

sembly in favour af the establishment of such
a fund. This ensures that the subject witi
be tharoughly discussed by the Asscmi-
bly, and, wc trust, somte definite action taken
in furthcrance of the schemne. At present a
large number of our ministers are ver> inadle-
quatcty rcmut,,rarted, their salaries in nt.uny
instances being niuch less tlîan thc wages of
skillcd rnechanics, and in not a iecv cases bc-
low the average of day labou rcrs.

The scheme in connection with, the Home
Mission Fund for supplementing the salaries
of ininisters of wcakc cangregations bas been
most advantageous ini the past, but with ail
its advantagcs it bas flot succeeded in pro.
viding ani adequate maintenance for even
those rninistes who derived assistance froin
its funds, and it neyer can accompiish that
which is sought ta bc donc hy a sustentation
schcmc. Apart from this, it is wcii known

that the method at presenit pursuett is year b>'
year bcconiing less paptar, anîd that mran>' af
aur ministers havc stroîlg abjrctions ta scttlc
in supplementcd charges.

Sa far as wc know the mind o ai hc Church
thcrc ii rio differcîîce of opiniioni as ta the
prmnipl 'livulvcd ini a getîcrai Suîstcntation
Sclieme, atid the oniy obstacle ini thec wiy of
iti3tittitng stîcli a sclieîue is thie doîîbt as ta
its p)r.ctika.biUity ini our Ciilladiaîî Clîîrch.

O~n tlîis poiînt Mr. 1'. MNclF. iNcLcad, ofl Strat-
foir, lias cdone gooci service ;n blis reccîît coin-
munîications ta the aa 1(ccord Il anîd the Cdii'Nii-

Wc have witlî coîîsidcrable caîrc gone aven
thec statisticai tables af last yenr and arc
sirongty impresseci with the îîracticaibitî,y af

e gncral Sustentation Fîînd for aur Chîîrch.
We arc satisficd that a judictlous schcme-
devised with i avicw ta stiinutatc thc liberatity
afi id.re1.eiving colîgregatians and to scîîrc
the sympathy ant icarty co-aperation ai thie
aid.giving Churcliis-wou.ld if vigorousty and
judiciously w~orkccl restt inî tîntoici good. WVe
believe tlîat front the v'ery' irst ail cqîîal divi-
dend of $75o per atîiani would bc secured
witlîoît affcIctiîîg injîîriotîsly tlie salary af any
minister in wtîat is nlow a selr-ssuîstaisîîing
charge andi without harîn ta aiîy of the other
scliîerncs ai thîe Cinîrcli.

Ministers could thien picaci %%ith tixeir people
ta cantribuîte ta the Sustcentation Ftind as
thcy cannot possibly ptead now for ttîeir own
salaries. Systcrnatic giving would ttien
neccssarily bc itntrroduLed andi practised in
cvery congregatian, andi the owrof litties
would bc illustrated as never bcfore inî aur
Church. The fecar of man wouid not be sa
strong a temptation as it now is ta some
ministers, anid resignations would bo of much
rarer occurrence thian unfortunately bas been
the case in the past. Wc have before us the
experience ai other Prcsbyteriait Churclies
ttîat have for years testcd the Sustentation
Fund Schernc. It is flot samething new and
untricd or sometliing tlîat liaving been tried
lias provcd a faiture. It bas been a great suc-
cess ini ail churches wvhere it has been adopted,
and we knowv ai no reason wvby it sboutd not
ho equally successfut in oui own, Church.

We know that many af' aur ministers and
people witt watch with intcrest the discussion
ai this subjcct at the cnsuing meeting ai As-
sembty, and we but give expression ta the
mind ai man>' of these wvhen we express the
hope that action will bc taken in tl;e way of
instituting a Gencrai Sustentation Fund.

FRANXCIS L. PAl T TON, D. D.

T HE E nglish Presbytenian Synod, which
c onsists of upwards ai four hundred

memnbers, bas unanimous>' etected Dr. Patton
ta the chair ai IlApoiogetics and Pastoral
Theology," in the Thealogical Coilege, Lon-
don. This election niarics an important de-
parture fain use and wont, as the schools and
colteges ai Uic aid caîtntîy generahi>' show a
preference for their own men in the niattcr af
proiessorships. This is flot howcver thec 6rst
cati which thc Synod lias addressed ta a for-
cigner ta become ane ai its thealogictl staff,
the Rcv. Dr. Christlieb having not long ago

refuscd an invitation to this vMr chair. It
cannat for a moment bc supposed that the
Synod cornes to Amcrkca for a professor, be-
cause the ministry of the Engiish Prcsby-
teriati Ctîurch dom not contaiti such scholatly
divinecs as Iyould bc tittcd for prof...sslonal
duties. Mie tact of this chair of Apologetics
anîd Pastoral To l'w laving becti supplied
for a considerablc tine by ministcrs of the
Clîurch, shows ticte are flot wanting those
who are wetl qualificd for the work. d3ut û-,
1Eýnglisti 1rsbyteriaîî Church w;'.; z..snstitutex
by the union of the Froc and Uttited Presby-
teriasi ministers in EnglaitJ. There nîsght
bc difficulty arising through feelings of cour-
tesy in mâ ng choice cithcr of a Fee Church.
ntan or a UTipied 'rteoyterian. The Synu.,
cets the Gardian kiiot, on the urne principte
on wlîich an Episcopatian, a Baptist and
Mcthodist, wbo bad rcsotved upon building a
church for the good of the village in- which
they lield property, agrecd that the church
should b,' Pre.;byterian : it catis the new pro.
fessor who is wanted froin Ametica.

Dr. Patton, ta whoîn the chair in question
lias bcen offcred, is flot an Amcrican by birth,
being a native of Bernmuda. Stili hie is the
prodtict of this side of the Atlantic. Canada
lias some intcrcst in hM, as he was in part
educated at Knox College, Toronto. He
coiîipicted bis thcoiogical studies ini Prince-
tan, anîd entcred upon the work af the minis.-
try so-t.,> thirteen years ago. He was tir-
dained by the Presbytcry af New York ta the
pastorate of the Eighty-fourth strect Church,
and after a bni service was translated to the
Presbyterian Churcli at Nyack on the river
Hudson. 1le rcmaincd there for a few years.
At this time he was known simply as a bard
stîîdent. There was tittie rir no brilliancy
about hlm. He appearcd rather ta be a plod-
dcr than a gecnius. But he soon gave proof
of the stuî« that was ini him, by a numbtr of
phiiosophîcai and theologicai articles which
wcre published fromn time ta time under his
name in the New York Il Observer," leEvan-
geist> and "Independent," in the Phitadeiphia
IlPresbyterian,» and in the I nterior Il oi
Chicago. The fame acquired by bis pen
brought him to the surface as a preacher. It
ivas noised abroad that a star of considerabte
magnitudc had been discovered on the Hud-
son. A cati was addressed, to him by ancof the
Brooklyn churches, which was accepted. But
Dr. Patton had just reached eight months of
his new pastorate, when he was invited ta be
anc af the Professons af the Theolcgical Sem.-
inary oi the north-west He was vcry soon
afterwards urged ta acccpt the editorship of
the I nterior." He continucd for sorne Urne
fulfiliing the duties of his double oltice as pro.
fessor and éditor ta the satisfaction ai aUl con.
cerncd. Nor werc bis preaching talents ai.
lawed ta lie latent. About twa years aga tae
resigned the editorsbip in aider ta becomr; pas.
tar af anc of the churches ai Chicago, and
since then he lias, united succcssuliy thc
offices af professr and pastor.

Dr. Patton was a maember of the Pan-Pies.
byterian Council and distingushclJ hinself in
it b>' a tearned paper. Since then lie bas
contributcd valtsable articles ta the IlPrimc-
ton R.eview," the. "Catholic. Presbyterian,"
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