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ThecI"day after the bail" lias its proverbial dharacter, and
Saturday was so long and dismal ta several of the reveilers,
that'it occurred to them tiat their pleasure bad been pur.
dliased rather dcariy. It secmed an odd coindence, that
those wbo lad been lient on sccuring ail thc pleasure passi-
ble, witli no ather thouglit, suffcrcd the mast. Bel and
Addic could scarceiy endure their own canpany, thcy were
50 weary and stupid : and tliey yawncd tîrougli the
day, irritable and dislicveiled, for it was too starny for
cailers.

De Forrest-did not appear until dinner, and then came.
down moody and taciturîs. The young ladies lad heard of
lis iilness thc evcning before, witls significant glances, and
Mrs. Mardlimont partly summiscd the truth, but politcly ig.
nored the matter, treating it only as a suddcn indisposition ;
and so thc affair was passcd over, as tley usualiy are in
fashionabie hfe, until tley readli a stage tao pronounccd for
polite blindness.

De Farreat but diîiffy recoilected thc events of thc preced-
ing evening. 1le was quit. certain, lowever, that lie had
been drunk, and made a fool of huiscîf.'

Tliough lis conscience was nat over tender upon this suli-
Icct, and tbaugli sucli occurrences wcrc nat 50 exceedingly
rare in faslionable lif. as ta lic vcry shocking, le stil! lad
the training and instinct of a gentleman, ta a sufficient de-
grec ta feel deep mortification.

If le bad become tipsy among those of lis own sex, or
while off an a fishing excursion, lie would lave rcgardcd it
as a ligît natter ; but even in bis eyes, intoxication at an
evcning company, and before thc girl in whosc estimation
le nost wislicd ta stand wcll, was a very seriaus natter.
lIe could nat remember mucb aftcr going a second time ta
thc supper.roam in compliance witl Lottie's rcquest, but lad
a vague impression tiat sue and Hemstead bad brougît
lim home. H-e was ieft in torturing uncertainty liow far
lie lad disgraced binseif, because it was a subject canccrn-
ing wbich le could nat hring himself ta nake inquiries.
That thase lic met at thc dinner-table treated lin with tleir
usual quiet politencss proved nothing. luinan faces mask
more thougîts than are exprcssed. Hemstead's grave
silence was somewbat significant ; but De Farrcst cared s0
littie fbr lis opinion that lie scarccly liecded the student's
manner.

Lottie Marsdcn was thie anclise most wisled, and yet mast
dreaded ta sec. But Lottie did nat appear.

Whethcr it was truc, as she beiieved, or nat, that sIc was
thé mast guilty, sic certainiy was the greatest sufferer, and
that Saturday became the iongest and dreariest periad df
pain, that slic ever experienced. SIc awakc in tIc morning
wttli a nervous beadacle, wiicl grcw sa severe tlat sIc de-
clined icaving lier room during the day. Bel, Addic, and
ber aunt, ail oflcred ta do anything in their power ; but sIc
oniy asked ta lie left alone. SIc was 50 unstrung, that even
words of kindness and salicitude jarred like discord.

It was torture ta think, and yet lier lirain was unnaturally
active. Everytling presentcd itscif in the most painfully
bare and accurate manner. The glamaur faded out of bier
gay young life, and sIc saw only the lard uines of fact.
Hepstead's words kept rcpcating theniseives over and over
again, and in tîcir ligît sic questioned thc past dloscly. It
was not in keeping witli ler positive nature and strong mind
ta do things by lialves. Witb fixed and steady scrutiny sic
reviewed the natives of bier lifé, and estinatcd the resuits.
They were s0 unsatisfactory as ta startie ber. Aithaugli thc
spent years lad been filcd with cantinuous and varied ac-
tivity, wliat lad she accompiisbcd for herseif or any anc cisc?
Werc not ail bier past days like water spiiled an barren sands,
praducing nothing ?

As she lad liefare intimated, she lad been receiviug
bornage, flatter>', and even lave, ail lier life, and yet now licr
lieart lad nmo treasures ta wlich sIc could turn in salid satis-
faction, nor couid nemory recahl efforts like that sIc saw
Miss Martell making in behlaf of Harcourt. Tle adulation
received was now enpty breatli and forgotten words, and
nothing substantial or camfarting rcmained.

But if mcmory cauld recali ittie good accomplisled, it
placed in long and dark array many scenes that she would
gladly have forgotten.

Wlat can b. worse-wlat need we fear nore-tlan ta le
heft alane forever with a guilty and accusing conscience, and
fia respîte, no salace ? Wliat perdition need a man sbrink
from mare than ta go away ahane froin lis earthly life, ta
wherc memnory-a paie and sulent spcctrc-wiii turn thec
pages of bis daily record, and point ta wlat was, and wliat
niglit have heen ?

A shailow-minded girl would lave been incapable of tbis
scardhing seif-analysis. A weak, irresolute girl like Bel
Parton would have taken a sedative, and escaped a niserable
day in sieep. But with ail ber faults, Lottie abounded in
practical common sens. ; and Hemstcad's words and 1er own
experience suggcstcd tbat sIc migît be doing herbeif a very
great wrong. Shc feit that it was noa light natter ta nake
onc's wîaie hife a blunder, and ta invcst ail onc's years and
energies in what paid fia letter intercst tban she iad re-
ceivcd that day. Uer physicai pain and mental distress

ta take ail hier pains and woes upon himself, could he have
relieved lher.

He now bitterly condemned himself for having been too
harsh in the wholesome truth lie liad brouglit home ta the
flattered girl. It was rather severe tr.-atment ; stili- she was
vigorous, and would be ail the better for it. But now bier
faitbful physician, as lie heard how iii and suffering she was,
almost wished that lie bad but faintly suggested the trutli in
homceopathic doses.

At the same time lie supposed that hier indisposition was
caused more by lier shame and grief at the conduct of De
Forrest, than fromn anything lie had said. l'he impression
that she was attacbed or engaged ta De Forrest was be-
coming almost a conviction.

Thougli Lottie had neyer, by a word, bound lierseif ta
lier cousin, yet bier auut and ail tbe household regarded bier
as virtually engaged ta liim, and expected that the marriage
would eventually occur. With H-enmstead, tliey regarded
lier illness and seclusion as tlie resuit of lier mortification at
his behaviour, and underneatli their politic politeness were
very indignant at bis folly. But they expected that the
trouble would soon blow over, as a matter of course. The
mantie of cbarity for young men as ricli and well-connected
as De Forrest, is very large. And tben this slip could be
regarded somewliat in the liglit of an accident ; for when it
became evident that Bel understood the nature of De For-
rest's " speil," as the coacliman called it, Lottie had taken
pains ta insist that it was an accident for wbich she was
chiefly ta blame ; and had also said as mucli ta Mrs. March-
mont. Thus they ail concluded that lier relations witli De
Forrest would not lie disturbed.

Harcourt was the liap piest of the party ; but it nmust lic
confessed that, clearer thn any law points, lie saw stili
aniong bloomning exotics a being tbat seemed far more rare
and Leautiful, who stood before him tbe whole day with
clasped liands and entreating eyes, whose only request was,
" Be a true man. Under the inspiration of lier words and
manner lie began ta hope that lie might eventually grant bier
request.

As far as Lottie's intruding image would permit, Hemn-
stead concentrated al bis energies on the great sermon, the
elaborate effort of many months, that lie expected ta preacli
on tbe morrow. He hoped Lottie, and indeed that ail, would
be there, for it seemed that if they wouid only give lin their
tbaughtful attention lie would prove beyond a sbadow of a
doulit that tbey were in God's hands, and that it would be
worse tban folly flot ta sulimit ta His sbaping and maulding
discipline.

At last Sunday morning came. It was a cold, chilly,
leaden day, and even a glance from the windows gave ane a
shivering sense of discomfort.

The gloom of nature secmed ta shadow the faces of saine
of the party as tbey gathered at a late breakfast ; and of none
was this more true than of Lottie Marsden, as, pale and Ian-
guid, she took lier wonted place. 1-er greeting of De For-
rest was mast kindly, and lie seemned greatly reassured and
brigliteuied up instantly. But Lottie's face did flot lose its
deep dejection.

To the others she appeared ta take very little notice of
Hemstead; but lie tliougbt tbat lie observed bier eyes furtive.
Iy seeking lis face, with a questioning expression. Once lie
answered bier glance witb sucli a frank, sunny smile that bier
own face ligbted up. As tbey were passing into the parlour
lie said, in a low tone:

'«I wislied a liundred times yesterday that 1 could bear
your leadadlie for you."

" Tbat is more kind than just. It is riglit that I should
get my deserts," she repiied, slaking lier liead.-

H -eaven save us from aur deserts, " lie answered quickly.
*Before she could speak again, De Farrest was hy ber side

and said, " Let me wheel the lounge up ta the fire, and I
will read anytbing yau wish this morning.'

" Oh no, I'm going ta churci. "
"Miss Lottie, I beg of you do nat go. Yau are notable."
" Yes, I am ; tbe air will do me gaod. It's the Sun-

day before Christmas, Julian, and we bath ougît ta lie at
dhurci. "

«'Ohi, certainly, 1'1l go if you wislî it."
"I hope your sermon wiil do me good, Mr. llemstead.

1'mn wofully blue, " she said, as she left the roorn ta prepare
for churdli.

111 think it will," lie replied, "for I have prepared it witb
a great deal af care'"

The building was a sinaîl but pretty gothic structure, and
its sacred quiet did secin ta Lottie sometbing like a refuge.
Witli an interest sucb as she lad neyer feit in tie elegant
city temple, she waited for the service ta commence, hanest-
ly hoping that there niiglit be sametbing tbat would comfort
and reassure.

But Hemstead went thraugli thc preliininary services witli
but indifferent grace* and effect. Hie was embarrassed and
awkward, as is usually the case witl those wlio have 5eldom
faced an audience, and wbo are naturally very diffident.
But as lie entered upon bis sermon, bis self-consciousness
began ta pass away, and lie spoke witi increasing pawer and
effect.

He tuok as bis text the words from the i ith chapter of St.
John, wherein Jesus declares ta bis disciples in regard ta the
death of Lazarus:,

44I am glad, for your sakes, that I was not there ta the
intent tliat ye may believe."

Tbeponrtne of nfaihblivn- h ore

dread, sickening certainty, and despir-the anguish-of be-
reavement, the loneliness and lieart-breaking sorrow of four
days, and that most agonized wrench of the leart wlien the
beloved form is left alone ta corrupt in the dark and sulent
sepulchre.

Having presented this picture in sucli truc and sombre
colours that the gloom was reflected from tlie faces of al l is
licarers, they being reminded that this wauld lie their lot
ere long, lie passcd suddenly from the painful scenes oi
Bethiany ta Bethabara, beyand Jordan, where was sojourning
the mysterious Propliet of Nazareth, wlio lad so often provcd
bis power ta beal every disease. He enlarged upon tlie fact
that Jesus, seeing and knowing ail tbe fear and suffering at
Bethany wbich lie could change by a word into giadness, did
not interfere, but decrced that the terrible ordeal should be
endured ta the bitter end.

From tbis lie reasoned that the transient sorrows and
passing pains of the bousehold at Betiany were of little mo-
ment, and that God, in the advancement of bis own glory
and the accomplislment of bis great plans, wou.d neyer turn
aside because bis human cbildren in their sliart-sigbted weak-
ness would stay lis leavy liand if tley could. He knew al
that was occurring at Bethany, but quictly and calmly per.
mitted it ta take place, and in this case it was the saie as if
lie liad willed it.

Hc then proceeded ta show that the Divine esurpose had
not only a wide and general sweep, embracing theracc, and
extcnding througli ail Une, but that there was a minute provi-
dence encom passing ecdl life. If there were any good in
us, God wou Id bring it aut, nor would lie spare us in tic
effort. Tbe preadlier, unfortunately and unconsciausly ta
bimsclf, gave the impression tliat God acted on the principle
that lie could accomplisl far more witl the rod of affliction
than anytbing else, and that wben lic fully set about the task
of winning a soul froin sin, bis first step was ta stretch it
upon the rack of saine kind of suffcring. Hc àlso întensified
this painful impression, by giving the idea that God thouglit
littie of the processes which migit lie so painful ta us, but
flxed His eye only on tbe result. If people became sullen,
rebelliaus, or reckless under His discipline, they were like
misshappen dlay, that the patter must cast aside. The crude
are mnust go inta the furnace, and if there was good metal in
it the Iact would appear.

"1Sooner or later, " lic said, "God will put every soul into
the crucible of affliction. Sooner or later wc shahlic pass-
ing througli scenes like that of thc famiiy at Betlany. We
may not hope ta escape. God means that we shah nat. As
Christ firmly, wliule seeing and knowing ail, left events at
Bethany ta tbeir designed course, so le will as surely and
steadily carry out the discipline, whidli lie, as the unerring
physician of the soul, secs that each anc of us requires.
Does the refiner hesitate ta, put the crude ore into tlie cruci-
hie ? Does the sculptor shrink froin chiselling thc sliapeless
lolck inta beauty? Does nat thc surgeon, witli nerves of

steel and pulse unquickencd, cut near the very vitals of lis
agonized patient ? He secs that it is necessary, in order ta
save fron greater cvii, and tîcrefore le is as renorseless as
fate. If ta cure saine transient, physicai infirmity, man is
justificd-nay more, is compelled-to inflict sa much suifer-
ing upon bis fellow-creatures, bow mudli more is Qod justi-
fied in bis sevcrest moral discipline, whidli bas as its abject
aur eternal health ? Tliaugl' we sbrink froni the sorrow,
thougli we writle under the pain, thougli aur learts break a
tliausand times, lie will nat waver in bis calin, steadfast pur-
pose. He secs cternity, thc present is as nothing ta him.
Ile wili break aur grasp froin ail earthly idols, even though
lie tear aur blecding bearts asunder. If wc are trusting in
augît save Hum, that upon whidli wc are ieaning will be
snatched away, eve-n tlough we faîl at first into the deptîs of
despairing sorrow. \Vhat lie niakes us suifer now is not ta
lie considered, in view of his purpose ta wean us fron tlie
world and prepare us for the next. Christ, as we learn froin
our tcxt, is as inflexible as fate, and does not liesitate ta se-
cure the ncedful faitli by renaining away, even thougli the
message of the sisters was an entreaty in itsclf. Nay marc,
hie distinctly declares ta bis disciples, ' I was glad for your
sakes I was not there, ta the intent that ye may believe.'

" In canclusion; we assert that we ougît ta risc above oui
human weakness and ca-work witi God. Instead of dling-
ing sa ta tic present, we ouglit ta think of the eternai future,
and welcome thc larslest discipline whicl prepares us for
that future. W. should mortify ourselves, trample aur eartli-
ly natures under aur feet. To that degree that we can bring
ourselves ta think lcss of eartl-wc shall thi'nk mare of
beaven. Our business, aur eartbly bopes and plans, aur
dcarcst tics, may lie fatal snares ta aur souis. The husband
may mnake an idai of bis wife-tlc mother of ber child.
God jcalously watcles ; we sbould watch mare jealously.
The sisters niay have heen loving their brother and trustinf
ta lis protection mare than in Christ. W. shouid hlid ai

eartbly possessions in féar and trembling, as samething flot
aur own, but anly cammitted for a brief tinse ta aur trust.
W. slould remember that the anc great abject of this life is
ta secure that faitb which ieads ta the preparatian for the
hifé ta caie. Tic harsher aur experiences are, the better,
if tbey more surely wean us froin eartli and eartly things,
and make etcrnity the habitation of aur thouglits. W. sec
how stern and resolute God is in lis great purposo to stainp
out unliclieffrum the warld. Jesus wouid not save the
family at Betbany that le ioved-thc family that freely gave
lospitality and lave in return when ncarly ail thc worid was
hosi;le.- Do nat-f4t1inkf, then,-that.leIinsAe11.LeT -us..
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