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humiliaticg to our ministers, and is beyond all doubt
a source of weskness to the Church, and the chief
cause of “that leaksge” of which Mr. Hastle com-
plains so justly. Almost any system Is pieferable,
that which Kr. Hastlo proposes infinltly so. The
Methodist Chutch has no vacancles long or short. Irs
deed from ona end of the Dominfon to the other you
will scarcely finda Methodist pupit vacant one Sab.
bath through the whols year. ‘This constant supply
Is ane of thelr strong polnts. In our Church you will
find congregations without preaching week after week,
and without a settled minister for months and years,
Onc congregation has just called a minlsterafier belng
vacaat two years and eight months, In the meantime
whole famllies had withdrawn from it whichewould
siill hava retained thelr connection had constant
supply been glven them, Auvother congregation |
know of has been vacant four years and has no idea
of calllog yet. We might muliiply examples, as long
vacancies aro the rule rather than the exception The
fact s, if our Church does not give constant and regu-
lar supply our people, especially the youpg, will go to
other Cburches and in the course of & very short time
will drop off from us altogether. I can tell you to-day
of largo sections of our country where Presbyterianism
was once large and influential, but now is weak and
unabls to support ftself. On inquiring the reasons I
was everywhere told, wo were neglected. We had
litle or no service ; our people drifted away to the
Methodists and the Chutch of Eogland, The young
people have formed their assoclations in the Method-
Ist and other churches and cannot be brought back
again,

These are facts which can be verified anytime, and
facts which our Church must recognize. Nay more,
thcy are evils for which our Church alone is respoasi-
ble. To try, by filling up the commualon roll of our
settled charges, and by openlog up new fields, to anin-
definite extent whils that leakage remaians, is like try-
ing to fill a hogshead with water while the bung hole
in tho bottorn s unstopped. Our efforts, our energies,
our activity, are useless.  Stop “ that leakage '

EURrus.

THE MORMON QUESTION.
THE BRADEN-REBLY DEBATE.

MR. EDITOR,—An unusual religlous interest has
been awakened at Wilber, Neb,, by means of the pub-
lle discussion of Mormonism between Rev. Clark
Braden, author of * Ingersoll Unmasked,” and Bishop
Kelly, one of the chief lights of the Mosmon saints.
The spacious court rvom has been filled every night.
Five sessions have been cccupled on the first proposi-
tion in which Kelly affirmed that * The Book of Mor-
mon is of divice origin and worthy the respect and
belief of all religious people.” Thefamiliararguments
proand con were thoroughly goue over, and some
original ideas advanced. Io order to establish the
authenticity of the Mormon. Bible Xelly was obliged
to present such claims as these ¢ That in the ancient
prophesies concerning the childeen of Israel, the
“uttermost parts of the earth,” meant Awerica ; the
“everlasting hills " were the Rocky Mountains; the
“wall” over which the vine was to extend was the
Adantic Ocean ; ‘North and South America are the
spreading .wings beyond the rivers of Ethiopia ; the
Book of Mormon was foretold, being identical with
the “stick ” or roll-of Epkraim ; the lost tribes of
Israel were in America and were referred to by the
Saviour when he'sald, ¢ other sheep have 1 which are
vot of this fold ;7 Joseph Smith was inspired, and pro.
phesied that bis own vome would- bzcome known
amoag.-all the nations of the earth, and be both hon.
oured and zevilzd ; like all true prophets he has been
hated and defamed finally martyred ; polygamy is o
great sin and comsponds with the papacy in the
Christian Church.

.Oa the other hand . Braden made it plain that the
uttersmoat. parts -of :the earth seferred to the known
world ; the.Rocky-Mouatains were no more everlast-
ing than the hills of Asia; the ocean conld not be
twisted into a wall ; the Great Sea was the Mediter-
ranean ; the two Amcricu o more resembled. the
two wings.of a bird than.a partially filled meat-sack
tiad in the middle ; * stick ” was the emblem of power,
as the “rod of Mos:s, etc. ; the tribes were lost by
bsing dxspctsed among the nations of the carth ; Smith
was no prophet, oa the contrary alow, viclous, dcceiv-‘

ing fraud; entitled to neitker:respect nor beliet; the |

Book was originally the Spalding manuscript, stolen

by Rigdon and'recast by hifuself, Sniith and ‘others ;
the Doak contalns tdeas and even the very languege
of authors who lived long subsequent to the time it
puiports to have been wrltten on the golden plates ;
it containg alntost verbatim Rigdon's tirade agalnat
infant baptism. Kelly is well posted and a winning
and piozsible speaker, and carries the audlznce with
him unti. Braden takes the floor, Braden i3 a keen,
logical reasoner, and well shows up the absurd {ncon-
sistencles of ths Momon Book and his opponent’s
reasonings. Kelly’s most remarkabla assertion was
that Smith foretold cyclones. But Braden proved
wind stotms to be as old as history.
Witker, Neb., Nov 15, 1853,

ARE WEEBK.DAY MISSIONARY MEET.
INGS A SUCCESS?

Ma. EorruR,~I would like to cay a few words re-
garding what are called mlisslonary mestings held
over the country on week days, to enlighten our people.
trespecting the schemaq of our Church, Well, as far
as 1 hava seen, and J have attended a good many,
both as speaker anad hawrer, they are fallures, especially
in countsy places. Tka people who do attend them
are generally the very peazons who don'f require stir-
ring up, the other kind being generallyabsent. Now,
sir, there o fifty-two Sundays in the ycar; and I main-
tain tha’ _s ministers coulda’t do better than take the
forenoor service of the two odd Sundays; say the
sccond Sunday in Jaauary and the second Sunday in
Julyin each year—and instead of the customary sermon
taka the list of our schemes and give a short account
of the requirements and success of each; and by some
such course he would do more to advance their pro-
gress than all the deputations would do in their ofien.
times tiresome journeyings, and thinly attended meet.
iogs. Some good people, I believe, would tkink such
things impiroper on the Lord’s day. Well I would ask
is 1t thought improper to gather up the cunts and
dimes on that day 2 I think not. Iamsuregood old
practical Paul in his First Epistle to the Corinthians
tells them plainly to have their collections ready o»
the first day of the week. Surely there can be no sin
in describing the Lozd's work on the Lord's day, and
the whole of our schemes are more or less directly
connected with the Lord’s own wortk  Some good
people too otject to the name of Sunday for the first
day of the week because the old heathen Romans
called it dres s0lis, the day of the sun. But did not
our Lord himself tise on #4af day from the grave, and
is He not the Sun of righteousness, and are not His
cheering beams shining brighter and brighter, and
shall so continue to shine till the perfect day shall at
last arrive, CANADIAN PRESBYTERIAN.
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THE CHAUTA vov. 1 SCHOOL OF THEOQ-
LO

The reports from depanmems show a large increase
of students for the past menth. The total number
now enrolled is as follows : Hebrew, 38 ; Greek, 132;
Doctrinal Theology, 85; Practical Theology, 116;
Historical Theology, 25.

The first certificates of graduation issued by the
school for any department bave just been given to
students in Doctrinal Theology and Practical Theo-
logy. The examinations were very satisfactory.

Clergymen who need theological training and who
cannot attend the semibary, will find the best helps
and most cfficient methods of instruction in the
Chautavqua School of Theology.

The immediate personal contact of a good teacher
and his pupil is certainly in every case a desideratum,
To young and plastic minds it is of even greater
moment than the swdies pursued, The teacher who
ever he may bs produces himself rather than the
study in such pupils. In the Chautauqua School of
Theology the pupils are not young, Mental charac-
teristics and habits are already definitly formed. They
do not stand on the nlane of childheodin needing the
teacher’s personal presence either as a stimulus, inspir-
ation or mepace.

chenhelcss, the course of studies requires an inti

deans and students, Whatever profit can arise to
the students from such a codtact with the ‘best
teachess, comes to the students of the Chautauqua
School of Taco!ogy.

There is a Schemg of Recitations as well a3 &
Cousse of Readings, The student must recite as well as

‘mate connection and really a personal ¢ contact between .

study, Hisrelation to ghe dean of hisdepariment is not
so much technlcal and offictal, as it is confidentlal and
vital. His recitation room is his own gmdy ; his ton.
gue is bis owa pen,

And the dean's instructions, suggestions, correc
tlons, stimulations, repreislons and encouragements
are necessarily personal. Deans of depattments in the
Chautauqua School of Theology ars not c/ass deans;
they are teachers of individual persons; they adape
the general training to the particular case in hand
and they never have but one case in hand at ene
time. They never nod. They do not unconsclously
re-lecture the shades of former classes imagined to bs
hoverizg in the ale about them. They do not fling
forth Instructions ** to the general ” which any one
may pick up if he chooses or allow to remain on the
floor if he prefers. The student is not suffered to in-
jure or petil himself by selecting cither information or
koowledge. He must hear all—belng of consclence
compelied, knowing that by the very scope of tte
school methods he 13 relieved from the dangerous
chances of personal selection. Why should he select?
He knows naught that he may know somewhat. He
is not a scholar, The Chautauqua School of Theo-
logy is not a Symposium. He Is a student. Tho
Chautauqua School of Theology Is a school. Election
and selection with all their perilous dutles are not his,
but the dean's,

And is not this the ideal good ; implying indeed the
ideal perfection of intuitional skill and largest capabl-
lity in the teacher? But is not this the ideal good?
For it the dean is worthy of lis high position, he will
teach truth ; nothicg but the tuth ; the whole tinth ;
the universal truth ; and the truth particular and spe-
clitl in relation to the studeat,

And because this Dean thus speaks to him alone,
the student <wasnfs to hear all that is spoken: For all
purposes of instruction and trainipg this studentisa
class of one, The Chautauqea School of Theolopy
might well adopt two motioes as expressing its sphit
and indicating its methods: ** Each student a class,”
“ A dean icr every student,”

At a recent preacher’s meeting it was voted that the
preachers should meet monthly and (with such helps
as they might obtain irom each orher) study the Greek
Testament. The aitention of Dean Wright was called
to thus actlon and he laid before the meeting the ad-
vantages oflered by the Chantauqua School of Theo-
logy. 1t is probable that within a short time all these
brethren will be members of the second depart-
ment.

Wil clergymen who nolice the statements just
made, help thelr clerical friends by sending to the
dean any tnformation which may lead to the exten:
sion of the school work ?

Send stamp (o the Dean, Rev, Alfred A. Wright,
Boston, Mass,, for the November Curriculum (forty
pp.) containing the latest information together with a
special notice regarding the * Jerusalem Chamber of
Theology,” 02® opea for “ members who do not wish
the school degres, but who would like to pursue some
or all of the studies. Applicants for full information as

to that course will please to specially refer to the
“ Jerusalem Chamber.”

OBITUARY NOTICE.

On Sunday, 16th September, 1883, Mr. Neil Mc-
Nair died, at the advanced age of eighty-six years,
He had been confined to his room for about two
months. He was born in Arygleshiré, Scatland, and
emigrated to America in 1852 He séttled down in

] the townshxp of Grey, county of’ Huron, about

twenty-nine years ago, and was well known in the
locality, Five sons and three daughters are left to
mourn the loss of 2 good fatber. Theé funcral' was
well attended.  The interment being wmade at Cra.n-
brook, Rev. D B. McRae, conducted the sexvicea.
Mr. McNair was blessed with a robust’ frame and’s
strong constitution having enjoyed more than’ ordi-
nary good health, His last ‘sickniess was bght. He
was calm and resigned ; and whon death cametie met
it without' a stmgglc. The Prcsbytrmn "chiirch of
which he was an elder lostone of hermost beral's sup-
porters. Hewasa regular: atzend:mt on the means of
grace and his energies wére dxrected for the goo& of
his beloved Zien. His absence from the sanctuaxy is
felt by .oll classes of tbe congeegation but -aurlossis.
his gain.

#¢ A few short years of evil past:

_We reach the happy. shore,

When dca&h—dmded ;riends at lut,
'Shall 'meet to part no more.”



