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SEVERAL communications, reports of Presbytery
meetings, etc., are unavoidably held over for want of
space.

ANGIHER department has been added to the varted
table of contents in TR PRESBYTERIAN, which
will doubtless provs accepuable to subscnibers, The
column of GOSPEL WURK will be carefully conducied
by an esteemed minister, ».ho is well qualified to make
this portion of the paper ©oth interesting and useful
to all our readers,

THE annual statement of che Ontario Industrial
Loan and Investmers Company appears in other
columns, It is a very gratifying report, as well as a
remarkably successful exhibit, considening it 1¢ only
the first year of the company's :xistence, Prudent
and judicious management Is sure to tell, and the
future of this young company promises to be one of
steadily increasing prosperity.

OuRreaders in this citv will be glad to learn that Dr,
W. 4. Taylor, of New Yoik, is expected in Toronto
on the 19 b of this month, in connection with the an-
nual misiionary services of the Si. James' square con-
gregagon. Dr. Taylor will preach in the morning
and evening of that day, and will, along with Mr,
Robertson, the Missionary Superintendent of the
North-West, address the meeting on the evening of
Monday. It will be remembered that Dr. Taylor
preached on the occasion of the opening of St. James'
square Church sermons which will not soon be
forgotten,

MR. J. L. MORRIS, counsel for the Presbyterian
Church in Canada in the Temporalities Fund case,
has received a lctter from London which confirms the
wvicw taken by him on receipt by telegraph of the first
wnumauon of the Privy Councit’s decision.  The letter
states that but two points were decided in the case @
(1, Thatthe Quebec Actis held to be unconstitutional,
with the costs against respondents; (2) that the
Pnvy Council expressly dechined to decide whether
the present Boaid 15 a body properly constituted
undes the Act of lacurporation.  Mr. Morris appears
to be sausfied that the Dobie party has gained noth-
10g but the costs, the decision simply restonng the
mattess tn quesuon to the posinon in which they
were on the day of the Union, mithout giving the
anu-Unionist minonty any control ot the funds or
granung their prayer to debar Unton members from
parucipauon 1n the same,

A FIERCE hight beats on the school question from
the gloomy walls of the Kiagston Penitentiary, A
visiter who sees the seven hundred convicts march
past instinctively exclaims, * Oh, what a number of
baysand very young menl” Yes, there they are, scores
of them, abou? twenty years of age—many below that
age. Did the State do its whole duty to these youths
when it taught them the three R's in its schools, but
said nothing to them there or anywhere else about
the consequences of wrong-doing? Dare any one
say that if the schoolmaster had enforced the truth,
“ Be sure your sin will find you out,” as frequeniy and

as fully as he explained problems in atithmetlc and
algebrs, that all these b sys would be wearing a cone
vieds gast? The law practically excludes from our
schools the book which says * Thou shalt not kiil,”
and then bangs the man who killsa! That may s
wise legislation for a Christlan country, but no tntel
ligent heathen would say so.

“ SHALL the Bibla be used in our schools?’ fsnot a
clerical question, Seme years ago a Jarge number of
the best journals in Western Ontatio made a rigorous
demand that “morality” be taught in our public
schools, The caases that led to tlus demand were

painfully suggestive. A large number of cnmes had | :

been cemmitted in an Incredibly short time by young
men. These crimes were mainly breaches of tust,
embeslements, till tapping, cooking accounts, and
other offences which shewed that the youthfut offend.
ers had not clear Ideas on the question of ' mune and
thiae ®  An alarming trop of these cnmes made our |
brethren of the broadsheet call fur moral teaching ; |
apd well they might. Of coursz (hey did aot all use i
tho phrase * Bible In the schools,” but that was ex-
actly what they meant, s there any better code of
morals thanthe Decalogue? Isthereany better gutde
for human life than the Sermon on the Mount?
Whatever a good man's theory may be in regard to
the Bible in schools, the sight of a lot of youthful
criminals on their way to prison Is very apt to make
him ask if society has done all «t should for these
lads in handcufls,

In a letter to the press, Mr, McMullen makes a
practical suggesuon in regard to the use of the Bible
in our public schoois. As the law now stands, the
Bible is out of the schools, with a “local option” of
putting it in.  Mr, McMuller says, let thelaw put the
Bible inand the “local option” put stout. Theplanis
feasible. If not, why not? “Vhy shouid not the
Government of a Chrstian country say to the people,
*We believe the Bible should be read 1n our public
schools , but if the people of any section feel hurt be.
cause their children read the Bible every day, these
peaple may put (he Bible out of their school” We
don't believe there are twenty sections sn Ontario that
would hold a sctool meeting and deliberately resolve
to shut the Scriptures out of their school. Many who
never read the Bible themselves, who never davken a
church door, would oe glad 10 have their children -
stiacted in the Scriptures.  Let the Legislature enace
that on a certain day the Bible shall be us 4 as a
text-book in every Public School 1n Ontario, the
secuons that don't wish the Bible used being permit.
ted to say “no.” We don’t believe a dezen would give
a unanimous * no.”

THE action of the last General Assembly in regard
to the use of the Bible in our public schools need
have no eflect upon that question in Ontario. Our
friends in the Maritime Provinces had just closed a
lengthened agitation on the subject by a seltlement
which they thought satisfzctory. It wculd have been
ungenerous, perthaps unjust, tu them to bave seopened
the question. At all events, that was the view which
the Assembly took of the matter. The people of On-
tario have an undoubted right to act for themselves.
Let the Synods of Toronto and K.ngston, and Hamul-
ton and London, make a decided move at their meet-
ings in April and May The meetings of the other
ecclesia tical Parliaments take place in June, and any
action taken by our Church can be followed up by the
other leading denominatiens. 1t is said by some
that the denominations will not agres upon the
question. Well, if the spiritual guides of the peopie
cannot agree upon such an important matter, pro-
cedure must stop. 1f ministers, elders, lay del:gates,
class leaders, and other prominent Christians will not
take such united action as will put the Bible in our
schools, infidels and agaostics cannot reasonably be
expected to do so,

THE GREAT NORTH-WEST.

THERE can be no doubt about its being in every

way likely that the emigration to the North-West
this cpring will be far greater than ever it has been
befors, There are reports from all quarters to the
effect that many are making preparations, and are
ready to leave as soon 23 the season opens. Not a

few of the congregations in Ontario will in this way,

atany rate for the tims, be serioutly weakened, both
In numbers and resources, ‘This, however, It no rea.
son why continued and increasing efforts should no
be made to follow with the Gospel those who are
making thelr home in that wide, fair land of nughty
possibllities and unbounded hopes. It will only be
for A few years that help will be needed in the old:r
dist~icts, and even in many of the new there is every
prospect of a numerous and prosperous Presbyterian
population belng fully established afler a ¢nmpara.
tively short period of ploneering work, Already some
of the congregations in that reglon are not only meer.
Ing all their own expenses, but are extending a helping
hand to thels brethren In the newer disiricts.  These
thelr turn will do the same, and thus the work wii,
£o on, and those who help and those who are helped
will alike rejoice together. We know that it {s soma-
what discouraging for congregations not very large,
and not very wealthy at any rate, to have some o1
their Lest membess leaving, and then that it shoula
bo expectad that (bose who femain should lend o
helping hand in suppl,ing ordinances to those who
were doing well enough wheie they were, but wanteu
to do better, and therefore put themselves beyond the
sound of the church-going bell, But hard and urying
as this in some cases may be, it is dutifsl all the same,
and in the discharge of duty there is always a great
reward, and there ought to be an ever-present joy,

The Rev. James Robertson, the Supetintendent of
Missions {n the North Wes:, is at present visiting the
Churches in Ontatlo, in order to deepen the interest
in the evangelistic work going forward In that land to
which apparently all eyes are turned. He will shew
very clearly, wo doubt not, the duty of the Church In
the elrcumstances  Presbyterians are notoriously by
far the majority in a great number of localities, The
opportunity now presented, if allowed to pass unim.
proved, will never return ; and if, on the other hand,
those who “remain at bome ® do anything like their
duty,” ' 2 comparatively short time the Presbyterian
congregations in the North West will ba the larges:
and the most liberal to be anywhere found in the
Dominion The blessing will be felt from Newfound-
land to Vancouver's Island, and instead of any having
to mourn over congregations enfeebled or resources
cripoled, there will be increased vitality and spiritual
joy “all along the line,”

Tt would be noticed in last week’s PRESBYTERIAN
that some $24 000 had already been ralsed as a fund
for assisting in the erection of churches and manses
throughout the North-West, ‘Theaim is to make this
fund at least $100.000. This can be done—we do not
say easily, but quite certainly—if all God's people in
ouyr Canadian Church “have a mind to the work.” It
requires but a long, strong uid united effort to put
this matter successfully through, and we sincerely
hope that Mr. Robertcon may see it fully accom-
plished before the time for his return to the scene of
his regular labours,

v’ THE SOCIAL EVIL,

F bhave more than once expressed, in a inannez
sofficiently frank and full, our views on what

has been ~alled the “social evil,” as well as on the
best and most effi-ient means for its present abate.
ment and its final and permanent destruction, We
have no sympathy with those who speak of this evil
as in any sense cither necessary or ineradicable, and
we are fully persuaded that it would bs an intimation
of things going increasingly wrong should it ever be
legalized, in order, as is alleged, to its being some-
what restricted. It will be a sad day for our country
when the confession is put upon the statute book thay
this form of iniquity must be recognized as something
which the law de-lares to be not wrong ia itself, if
only it is managed after a certain prescribed fashion.
But while we say this, we must at the same time re.
iterate our conviction that mere 'egal pains and penal.
ties can go comparatively but a short way in bringing
this particular form of iniquity to a genuine and satis-
factory end. There are certain sins which are too
subtle for earthly law to make great headway sgainst,
and this, we believe, is one of them. Far be it from
us to say that law should not do its best, or should
not be called upon to do its best, for the suppression
of such a crying sin and wrong. Society is bound to
rrotect itsclf, by every imnstrumentality within itsreach,
against this and every other form of wroog-doing.
But after all has been said in this direction that can
be, it remains evident that moral agencies ars in chis
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