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waiis. Tht advocates af the modern stage are catie-
fui ta choose their own grcnd-they deiend an ideai
thextrt; but vo recognaae an ideal theatre ne more
than an Ideal churcb. A theatre whcse plays should
contain nu line ln violation oi Christiat. murallty,
whose performers shauid bc mcii and women or un-
clitilltnged virtuel whose audiçnccs should bc coin-
pnsed ci the purcat people, and which should bar lis
doors against ever inimodett costume and licentietas
iemptaîion weuld cerlainly be enîiîled te respectful
treaumient frem the Chuistian Church. But evcry main
of comman sense knows that tht actual average
American theatre la no more lice tbis Ideal play-
house than tht average Pope is like St. Peter or the
average politîcian is Iike Abrahama Lincoln. If oui
average theatre shculd, attempt te confermn itseht ta
such a puritanie Idcal, it wouid be deserted by the
vat majority cf lis present patrons ln twcnty.four
heurs As tht Church came ln, tht thirsters for sen'
obila stimulations weuid go out. An idéal puritanlc
stage would go Int bankruptcy as speedily as tht
dram-shnp which should furnish nothlng but terrin-
adle and ccld water; and for the very suflicient reason
thai tht great mass cf theatre supporters visit tht
play.house for passional excitements. They go there
fer the very purposes which make kt dangerous to a
servant of Jesus Christ. They go there lu, gratiiy
what I carnaI in their natures, and not te fit them
better for liic's highest end-te serve and glorify God.

Let it b. undersaeeul distinctly that 1 do net affirmn
that every popular play is immoral or that tvery actar
or actress li impure, and every attendant upon a
play-house is enly Ilon the sccnt I for sensualities.
But wc de aiffirm uniîc.sedly that tht whole trend cf
the popular stage is hostile ta heliness, and tht Chris-
tian who discards boliness discards Christ. WVe
affirni that it Ignores God and tco aften tramples an
His cammandments. If tht theatre be a schonl cf
marais, i muai be judged by lis pupils and graduates ,
and wte do not hesitate te decha'-2 that an institution
which unsseru womanhood, by putting her before the
public ln maie attire ard aiten in almost ne attire ai
&Ui, is an anti-Christian abomination. Tht acconi-
plishtd Mis. Frances Kemble, in hier maturer yoars,
condemned tht stage. Ont cf the mosi eminent
living actresses declaros that she cnly enters tht
theatre to enact ber part and keeps ne company with
bier profession. A converttdl actor said ta me, white
passing a piay.house in wbich he had aiten pertormed,
"Ethind those curiains lies Sodom 1Il

The American iheatre, be i ebsorved, is a cencreto
initituien, te be judged as a totality. It is responsi.
blt fer what it taîcrates and sholters We, thererare,
bld it responsibie tor whatever of sensuah Impurity
and whatever et irreligiora, as well as for whatever ai
irreligion, as well as for whatevcr af accasional and
4"sporndic » benefit, theire may bc bound up in-ats
organi 'c tift. Irastead of belping Christ's kingdom, it
Jinders; instead of saving soulç, ia corrupts and
destroya. We pasters knaw tee, well that when aut
chaaich miambers arc enticed wiîhin ils mails they de
mot find there a re-creatien ot body and seual for a
uio, vigoraus service cf their Lard. Their spiritual
garinent la net always brought away Il ulspoîted, by
thefieshY» They have giventhlplr public tancîion and
péctîniary support te an institution whoso doors open
downward, and>iot upward toward a Christian home
ini tht heavens. Cati a servant cf jesus take coals of
firein his bosons and net bc burred? Tht average
tbeatre is a gilded nastiness. Can we handJe pitch
and net lie defllcd? Whaaî concord bath Christ with
EcliaI? Whercferecomecultfram among îbem, anil
lie ye separate, nid tht Lord, and touch flot tbe un-
elein thing. 1 witl receive you, and vilil be a Faîher
Untc, yqu, andl ye shail bc My sons and daugbiters,
uth tht Lord Almnigbîy.

We have briefly reviewed the dlaims cf tht average
Aeaerican stage to the countenance and support cf
conscientiotis Charistians. Let us also apply tht prin-
ci ples -already laid dama te ancîher popolar amuse-
nicat-tbe romùscuous dansce. This farni cf social
daversien or, rather, of social dissipation is incitas-
isagly persistent in ils demandi for tht sanction of
Chsist's Craurcli. Its aslvocatts bave an Innocent
idéal ai doinestie dancing, which theyr always push to

~h rnand agsinsi which people ai commen sens.e
w"ul no nuare wage waifar than against a ganit cf
craïquet or the juvenile romp cf Ilblind anns bug.-"
Wte sbali waste no anîmunition upen this ferm cf

doanestuc diversion in tht sacred privacy of a virtuous
b.... We ame deMing now with popular amusements,

and wc maintain the Inherent rights ot Chuistian
parents te regulate their own donicstlc uccreations.
As parents, thcy are rcsponsible ta God. We aise
afirrn that, If theo nly dancing that is known wcre
slmply the chaste and decent movemnents of a house-
hold or Its intimit huests, in a prlvaic parleur, under
tht parental cyt, then the whoe subject ci dancing
would never have cater6d, Into the demain of ethtcal
controvcrsy. It would have offended no Christian
conscience and callid foth no Ildeiivcrance"fo
the Christian Church.

But tiere as a papular amusement which involves
the prnmiscuouu contacts and taressings cf the sexes
in the mlsceiianeaus piarty andian the bal-rooni, whach
Is fraught wilh terrible perit ta personal purity and
godly character. It as in no sense a %Yholesome re.
ciation ta body, mind, or immortal seul. This pro-
misciacus dance bas in i iail the elcments of Intense
excitement, wiîlî thc itlevitabie stimulation cf the mcst
Inflammable passions. It often tolerates unchaste
mavcments and contacts, te which the daughters of
Christ'& househald, the Il handmnaidens cf the Lord,"
should flot bc excposed. It kindies salacieus thoughts.
It as associnted with extravagance in dress, extrava-
gance of late hours, with temptatlons te vanity, jeal-
o-.aay, ant!I "fleshy lusts that war against the seul.
lnsîead ai being a recreation, it is a Ilreveling," which
God's Word forblds. That divine guide teaches young
wiimen ta bc sober i but how shail sobriety be culti-
vaied amid the passion.kindling wYhirl cf the waiîz?
What a torrncnting discordance is there between the
divine description of woman's truc 'ladorning, net
with gay apparel; but with the ornament of r- meek
and quiet spirit,» and tht flashing flaunt ai the bail.
reorn Isl the dancing hall a departmnent in the
school of Christ ? Shali aur Christian daughters cease
ta emulate tht examples of Ruth, Lydia, and Dorcas,
and learn ta enact the part of the daughter ai Hero-
dia%? Surely, the household cf faith is flot se utterly
bankrupt cf pure, innocent recreations that it needa
ta steal tram Satan a sensual pleasure which even
heatheri Rome in the best days of the Republic would
not permit.

Tht Roman Catholic Archbishop et Quebcc has
prohibited bis Rock from engaging in tht "round
dance '.-a terin cf tht dance which is said te be
especially Ilpossessed with a dcvii." He stigmatized
it as the Jasi sigh of expiring modesty. Shall Popish
moralaty exceed Presbyterian ? If pramiscueus dan-
cing shai (like the theatre) be regarded as a totahity,
then let us make a clean sweep cf tht whale business.

1 have now subjccted twe cf tht most popular
amusements te tht test between Christian recreatian
and un-Christian stimulations. Tht principles ap-
plied te them shouid be applied te every ferrm cf
amusement. Every recreation which makes the bcdy
stroager and the mind more alert for li(e's duties is
positlvely beneficiai. Against such there is ne law.
A healthy conscience, eniightened tram above, wiil
judge rigbîly on these points. It mnay aIse be affirmed
that no follower af Christ should ever engage in any
social cntertainiment or public amusement tram îvhich
he cannai return with a clean conscience ta bis Bible
and his doset. No follower of Christ should ever
tréquent any place which. tht Master would eschew, if
Ht were personally on earth ; nor shauld à church
member be ever feund in places of .musement se
questienable in character that irreligiaus people would
be startled te find him there. Thet Master's command
is te Ilabstain from ail form cf cvi.>

Tht Word et God draws a sharp, clean dividing
Une between tht pursuits and pleasures of the wcrld
and tht pursuits and pleasures ef Christ's Riock. Over
that dividing line lies the tempting parla ta se!f.in-
duigence, which ks to-day the besetting sin and banc
ofthe Church. Overthat lino lie sensual allurements,
extravagance, trivolity, and slaveri te the world.
Over that Une godly character is sacrificed ; for no
man can wialk in the Spirit and at the iame timc fut-
Fi fhe lusts of the flesh. Oieer that Une inte perilous
amusements the servant cf Jesus Christ has ne moral
righît ta go. 'If hie gees te participat, lbt cffends bis
Master. If he goes ta protest, hc offenids aud dis-
gusts tht votarts .of sinful -pleaure. If ho ventures
tewa'd the doorway ta sensual amusemaent, lie must
zùtet tht sentinel cf conscience, armed with the baya-
net oi this ejunction : "*Be ye mot conformed, te tht
world; for, whosocver would be the servant of the
world is tht enemy cf the Lerd Jesus Christ.»

This whole subject ia one cf prodigieus practical
imprt Tiie spiritual héahh and*le of mykiad of

aur yauth depends largely upon tht character of thé
recreations which they seec and the social pleasures
in whîch theyindulge. They must have and thcy will
have same sort et recreations. It Is tht bounden
duty of censcientiaus parents net merciy te denaunce
sinful amusements, but ta Oirovite Innocent, healthici
recreatians for their tamilies. Tht employer who
wishes ta keep his clerk or apprerice trom the hauints
of danger muai provide and point eut some substituts
for Satara's advertisements. No wiser service can b.
rcndered by Christian philanthropy than tht ergani.
zation and epening of whoiesome resorts for rocrea
tien, which shail be the antidotes te, t'ho play-house,
the gamiaig room, tht dancing hall, and the drmnklng
saloon.

Te cvcry truc Christian the Iaw af Christ will be the
iaw cf hlm pîtasures. Walking in tht Spirit, he dues
flot stoep te fuifil tht lusts cf tht flesh. Fret te
cheese his plea.sures, lie as toc fret ta want tht santal
ocs. As, whea. we Jisten te a well.trained orchestrai
tht music cf th* horns iningles with the rîch swell of
the bugle and the finer notes of tht delicatc viols, se
a truc Chrastiaa laie sheuid be a full, hcaven-tuned
harmony, in whîch pleasuie shaîl blend with ttIl-n
which work shall soiten into play, and recreation shaU
rist inte that ain.ain of heiy or hcroic activities whicha
impart ta tifs bath its sweetniess and its siaew. Exist-
ence on earth s tee short te bc wasttd in play; but.
it must net be made shorter by tht wear cf uintrait-
ting toit.

Let me give you in cne Jane the conclusion et tht
whcle malter. "Whatsoever ye do, do aUto t/wglory
o.f Cod." This ruit permats liberty and prohibits
license. This rule padlocks tht doar ta ever siatul
amusement;i but it swings open a gateway threugh
which lite may become a procession of pure enjoy-
mania, tîntil it swells into tht rapturos of hecavent.
Blessed Saviour 1 let Thy service be aur unending
recreation, Tby prosence our evcrlasting delighî 1

LITTLE 4 GAINS? BIG IVORDS.

A mNOS<OVLABIC ,atora.
Think flot that strengt lies in the big round word,

Or that the briet and plain must needs be weak,
To whom can this be truc who ance bas heard

The cry for help, the tangue tha &Il men speak,
When want or woe or test is ln thethroat,

Se that euch word gasped out. s Jike a shriek
Presard frrcm tht sort heut, cr a strianc wild note

Sung by sonit tay or fiend? Therem s a treagri
NVhich dmes If stretched tee, fir or spua toc, fiae,

Which has, more heaght ihan breadth, more depili than
leait.

Let but this force of inought and speech bc mine,
And 11e that will nîay talce tht sleek fat phrase,

WVhich glows and bora fot, though it gleamn and shine-
Llght, but ne buat-a flash. but flot a bue 1

Nor t, it mere streagth thal the short word boais;
It serves of more than Cighî or store> ta tell,

The foar of wavts th&t clash on zock-bhcndt coais,
Tht crash of tatI trees whea the wild winds swell,

The roar cf guns, tht grans of mca tbat dit
On blood.stained fields. It has a voice as well

For theni tha: far off on their uick beds lie;
For theni that wccp, for theni that moun the dead,

For theni that iaugh and dance and clap the haad ;
To joy's quicc step. as weJl as grici's slow tread,

The sweet plain woids we leaxaed at fitst keep t1i.;
And though tht theme be ad cr grand,

WVith cach, with ail, these may bc said te chime,
In thought or speech or sang or prose or rhymc.

-Prf. _7. Addujon Aleander, D..

"BELIEVERS," says Besser, Ilmust bie ever speiing
at these words, 'in Christ we can du. a.11 things; eut ef

HAVE you made ont hecr happy.to-day? How
calmly yoaa can seek yaur pallow 1 hew swetdy sleepl1
In aU this worid there is noîhiag se sweet rus giving
comfort ta the distressed, as getting a sun-ray iet a
gloomy heart. ChU.. .en cf sorrcw meci us wherever
we turn; there is flot a moment that tears are niat
shed and.siglkà uttered, yet haw many cf these sagbs
art cauzsed by our ewn thoughtlesne-ss I hew many a
daughter wrings the~ very seul et a tend mothtr -by
acts et unkindress and ingratitude 1 Hewmrany hus-
bands, by oqe tile word, maires a wholekday.od sad
hours and unkind thoughts I How maxay wives,, by
recrinninaion4, estrange and embitter loving heart i
IIow nmay brothers and sisters meethbut te vex cd
ailier, rnakln weunds that ne humant poer can.heal f
Ah I if cac> ont werked upan thas.maxina day-by day
-Il Sitive te maire so 'ne heart happy 1"1-j eaIoasy,
revenge, nmdness, hatc; wiih ther kmndred cvii 4ai.
diates wSk Ad (c e a1c the Math


