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MENTAL DELUSIONS.

A striking instance is on record, which does not on first sight
scem to admit of explanation. It is that of Nicholai, of Berhin,
related by himself to the Royal Socicty of that city 1n 1799, He
was a man of much imagination and great industry ; during the
year 1790, he had been subjected to causes of great anxiety and
sorrow ; and it would seem that he had that year also neglected
to lose blood by venesection or leeches so frequently as for some

ears, in consequence of vertigo and other complaints resulting
¥rom studious and sedentary habits of life, he had been accustomed
to do. Eary in February, several incidents of a disagreeable
nature occurred to him; and on the 24th of that month he re-
lates :—* At ten o’clock in the forencon my wife and another
person came to console mg: I'was in a great perturbation of
mind, owing to a seriés of incidents which had altogether wounded

my moral feelings, and from which I saw no possibility of relief; |

-when guddenly 1 ohserved at the distance of ten paces from me a
figure, the figure of a deceased person. 1 pointed at it, and asked
my wife whether she did not see it.  She saw nothing, but being
much alarmed, endeavoured to compose me and sent for a physi

cian. The figure remained some seven or eight minutes, and at
length | became a litde more cala.”—<« 1a the aflernoon a hntle
after four o’clock, the figure, which 1 had secu in the norning,
again appeared. I was alon: when thiv happened: a circum-
mance, which, 23 may easily be conceived, could not bie very
agreeabie. 1 went, therelore, to the apartwment of ny wife, to
whom I relatedit. But thither alsothe figure pursued me. Some-
times it was present, sometimes it was abisent, but it was always
the same standing ﬁgure.”-—“ After I had recoverea from wy
first impression of te.rur, I never felt myself particularly .gitated
by there appuritions, as I concidered them to be, what they really
were, the extraordinary consequences of indisposition: on the
coprary I endeavoured as much as pussible to preserve my com-
posure of mind, that I wight remain distinatly conscious of what
passed within me. I observed these ph.ntoms with great sccu-

racy, and very often reflected on my previous thouglus, with a |

view to discover sone law in the association of sdeas, by which
exactly these or other figure. might present themselves 1o the
impgusation,”—¢ The figure of the deceased person pever ap-
peared to me after the first dread(ul day, bur several other figures
showed themselves afterwards, very distinctly 5 sometimes such
;an L knew, mostly, however, of persons I did not know ; and
amongst thuse known to me wire the semblances of bath iving

and deceased persons, but mostly the former: and I made the
eb-ervation that acquaintance with whom I daily conversed, |
neyer appeared to me ax phantasms: it was always such as were
Wuen these 8 paritt ns had cont:nued fur gome |,

at a distance.
.weeks, and I could regard them with the greateat composure, I

afterwards cndeaveu.ed, at my own pleasure, to call forth phan.

tom- o1 several acquainiance, whom I {.r that reason represented
to my imegination in the most lively manner, but ¢ vain."—
« The phantasms appeared to e 10 many cases jnvolumanly, as
if.they had heen presented exte nuily like the phencena of na-
ture, th wgh they certainly had tiewr 0-ig 0 interually 5 and at the
same time I was always able 10 distinguist, with the greatest pre-
civion, phavtasms from phenomena.  Indeed + never anee erred
in this, as 1 wiys in general pe feetly ealn ind self-coiles wed on
the wccasior. I knew extremely wel when 1t only appear d to
me that the “oor was ope:ed, and 3 phowtom entered, a.d when
the duoor really was opened, and 2 i pemon came in.”  These
figtires appeared to Nich: s when slone or when in compans, or
even in the strecty, «nd cont nued to hauwit lum for aliout two

months:—at last they diappeared ; <om- thm « return ng for a |

time, an ! fastly, du g the tue in whieh he was wr ting an ac-
count of tuem. (N.cholons Jourmal oo Nat ral Puil sophy.
Ch mistry, and the Avs, vol. vie p. 161) A corre-pondent in
the Journal from which I nave quotid the case of Nichola:, le-
serbes himself a. having been the -ubject of such hallucinations
during an attack of fever: be saw mnumeralle faces all ver
agrden le—="wit fancying thay these arpeaar ~o3 indicated a hreak-
“ing up of he seste, and thet the confusion af his sense- was

byt the pre- ur or of his sp.e ly destruction, the spectra assumed = |
‘character associated with this uncheering beliel; and instead of

* 3. very preponssessing faces which had befire wvasited him, he be-
held a visage of an «nmged expression, which reemed 10 belong
to a figure which pointed-again at hum. The patient began to

4a

perceive the influence which his thoughts had upon his waking
visions, and voluntarily directed them towards architectural recol-
lections and natural scenery§ 2and, after sume time, a Correspond-
ing change came over the appearances which were presented to
him.—de then turned his thoughts towards music, and dreamed
during « short sleep that a cat leaped upon his back, and awoke
him with shriil and piercing screamis. The gleeping and the wak-
ing dreams were thus plamly enough proved o be formed very
tuch in the same manver. .

A distinguished physiological writer of ous own country has
related something similar which occurred in his own person,
was labouring,” he says, * under a fever, attended with symptoms
of general debility, especially of the nervous system, and with a
severe pain of the head, which was confinedto a small spot situ-
ated above the right temple.  After having passed a sleepless
night, and being reduced to a state of considerable exhaustion. I
, first perceived figures presenting themselves before me, which I

immediately recognized a3 similar to those described by Nicholai,
} anid upon which, ag I was free from delirium, and as they were
visible for three days and nights with ittle intermission, I was able
to make my observatiuns., There were two circumstances which
apprared to me very ren.arkable; first, that the spectral appear-
ances always fullowed the motion of the eyvs : and secondly, that
the abjects which were the best defined. and remained the longest
visible, were such as I had no recollection of ever having pre-
viously seen. For about twenty-four hours, I had constantly be-
fore me a human fgure, the features and dress of which were as
distinctly visible a~ that of any real existence, and of which, afier
an interval of many years, I still 1etain the most lively impression :
yet neither at the time nor since, have I been able to discoverany
person whom [ had previouely seen .who resembled it. During
one part of this disease, after the disappearance of the stationary
phantom, I had a very singular and amu-ing imagery presented to
me. It appeared as if a number of objects, principally human
faces or figures, on a small scale, were placed before me,and gra-
duaily removed, like a succession of medallions. They were all
i of the same size, and appeared to be all situated at the same dis-

tance from the face.”—(Dr. Bostock's System of Physiology, vol.

iii. p. 204.)  Conolly’s Inguiry concerning the Indications of
i Insamty, p. 105. et seq.

Necro Larour.—Those who have beeu in the habit of suppo-ing
i that the Negrors were a lazy race, who would rather starve than
wo'k, and whom nothing bat the cart-whip could roase to exertion,
will be surprised to learn that the < irth work on the Jamajca railway
was executed by negio la*our alone, 2t a much cheaper rate than the
same kind of work s performed on the English railways. In the
hope of inducing the negroes to pe:form the work in as short a 1ime
Pas posinle, the contractors offered them two shillings a day, which
is #ouhle the amount usually paid in the Island ; and such was their
vizour and indusuy, that they did as much of this heavy work for
two shillings as is usually done in this country for three shillings und
i sivpence.  This shows that though the negroes are no fonder than
,Mther men of working for nothing, they are guite as willing to do &
zood (ave work for a good days wages as even Lancashire navigat.

| pzs.= Liverpool Times.
Fatuer Matarw.—The Cork Examiner says Father Mathew
!still pers- v res in his work, declariny that the few cases ot backslid-
fers which have come to lizht may be cluarly traced to the very great
temptations which bave heen presented hy the dealets in strong drink,
101 hy prisons who employed sirony drink as the instrument for effects
,inZ sone nefarions pmpose.)®  He st 1l nimbers more than five mil.
lions of consistent teetotalers. A aistinzuished writer gravely ques-
tons, whetlier there are any backsliders, except such as babitually

[ use tuhacco.

The Rev. Thomas Spencer states that ¢ The people of England,
T.eland, and Scotland, with a population of 27.000,000, pay annually
$35,000 000 in poor rates: $g5 1.000,000 for the support of Govein-
ment; and $300,0:0,000 for intoxicating drinks ! He states that
i there were amony t.e 27,000,000 peaple, 600,000 drunkards, and
that 50,000 of them die annuaily, whose plices were supplied by
i 50,000 more fiom the ranks of the moderste drinkers?
| Tue Tipe orF Emicrarion.—The emixration from Germany this
, Year, it is represented, will he immense. Preparaticos are being
made on an extensive scale in paris of the count'y where hitherto
there has not been much emigration.  The emigration spitit prevails,
not among the poor, but among persons in godd circumstances, and
«ven among the rich and wealthy.  Paojile who own farge and beau-
tiful estatex are selling off their propdrtySand getting ready to emi~

grate, with family and friends, to Amevics:’



