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exempt trom punishument.  Thus Shemer entreats Davad, that he would
«not impute folly to him,” that is, thut he woulld not punish lus folly, In
is sense, too, David speaks of the ¢ Blesscdness of' the man whose
nsgression is forgiven,” and “to whow the Lord imputeth not sin,”

at is, whom he forgives, »o that the legal conscquence of bis sin shall

¢ fall upon him, ‘This non-inputation of sin, to a sinner, is expressly
tled the “ imputation of righteousness, without works;* the imputation

&f rightcousness is, then, the non-punishinent, or the pardon of sin; and
igthis passage be read in its connexion, it will also be seen, that by **im-
uting” faith for rightecousness, the Apostle means precisely the same
ing. ¢ But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that yustifi-
Y the ungodly, his faith is counted for rightcousness; even as David
so describeth the man to whom God imputeth righteousness without
works, saying, Blessed is the man to whom the Lord unputeth not sin.”
his quotation from David would have been uothing to the Apostle’s
rpose, unjess he had understood the forgiveness of sins, and the im-
tation of righteousness, and the non-imputation of’sin, to signify the
gme thing as ““ counting fuith for righteousness,”” with only this differ-
guee, that the introduction of the term * fuith” marks the manner in
hich forgiveness of sin is obtained. To have fuith imputed for righte-

‘ebisness, is nothing more thun 5 be justified by faith, wiuch is also called

St. Paul, ¢ being made rightcous,” that is, being placed by an act of'

ee forgiveness, through fuith in Christ, in tle condition of righteous

Ben, in this respect, that the penalty of the law does not lie against them,
aud that they are the acknowledged objects of the divine favour.

N

ESSAY ON ETERNITY.
Concluded from Puage 28.

Hiruerto, have we considered Eternity merely wm the abstract: s
Mlimitedness, — immeasurability, — and incomprehensibility, have been
ﬂmper&ctly noticed. Eternity, however, in the abstract, is a dry and ab-
truse subject; for although it confessedly involves the sublimest theory
agnd the most important practice, still, it renders but few of the pleasures
N '”g’envl'ally deducible from refined speculuation; nor doces it ever aflord the
;grdinury gratitication, whicltis at ouce the vesult, aud the recomypense,
. ¢f profound enquiry.
i In the solitary idea, that eternity is daration without limits, little is
sfhere to create interest among rational Leings; but it we add to this, the
igll-important doctrine of rewiwds and punishments in a future state, then
“'he subject, on onec hand, lowers with the torcboding storms of eternal
- ¥engeance;—blackens with a cloud of torment issuing from the flaming
4pit; and above all, terrifies with the frightful conviction that all is Fur
-,iz:u:n ! On the other haud, with ¢ glory, honour, inunartahty, and eternal
fﬁlfc"insurc(l, the prospect brightens—the shadows flce—the darkness 12



