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ing, it moves the mighty multitudes. Books are its servants, and men
the tools wvitlî whichi it works. Its mardi. lias been one of triumphi
"~d victory. Its progress lias beeni like the risingr sun, emergiug froni
the dlistant east, dispelling the darkuess of' niglit, and îîshering us into
a world of liglit and beauty.

The religious inovement, thoen, w~itlî wlîieh Luthier wvas associated,
ivas simply one of the grand resuits of tlîat genera,.l revival of mind
whlîi ceharacterized, the age to wvhich we now roVer. Th.- authority
of the IPope liad, already, been qucstioned, but Luther courageously
defied it, the tenets of Aristotie liad already been rejected, but it re-
jnained for Francis Bacon to take a step in advance and take possession
of the stroug-hold for wvlich lus predecessors liad fouglit, and whiere
tlîat philosopher liad as long reigned witlî undispute-l swvay. Before
indicating tlie events whiclî gave te, the ,»tge the cliaracter wlîicli ve
have represented it as sustainmng, it will, be necessary to give a short
account of tiiose grand principles to the systemization of whichi
Francis Bacon devoted the greater part of his life, and whlobýe application
lias effected suchu a imarvellous change npon the whiole face of society.
And lot us remember that Bacon's work , grand as it wvas, wvas simply
one of systemization. In this consists ahl the originality to -%vhieh
lie can justly lay dlaim. The principles which underlie that system.
were practically recognized and acted upon before lis appearance.
But it is evident thuat originality for the most part consists in bringing
te our notice familiar things to, the existence of wliich as related te
othuer things, our very familiarity liad reîîdered us blind. Tfle grandest
discovery of modern times is the lawv of gravitation, the enunciation
of which. lias inimortalized the naine of Newton, ivas a principle upon
which. mon liad always acted, yet the generalization of its particular
applications, into one grand universal law wvas evident only te the
mmnd of a Newton. Thei înajority of men are prone to contemplate
faets as isolated and individual. 'fli resuit is that tiiose grand genieral
views in which, the philosophic mind dehiglits to indnlge, are neyer
arrived at. It is as a philosopher that Francis Bacon is eutitled te
our respectful consideration. Born in London in the year 1561, after
liaving undergone a course of preliminary instruction, lie entered the
UJniversity of Cambridge, at the early age of thirteen, wvhere lie is saîd
te have distin-uished himself for his proficiency in the sciences. At
the age of sixteen against the Aristotleian philusophy, and at nineteen
his work on the IlState of Europe"- is said to have attracted public
attention, by the clearness and maturity of judgment it displayed.
At twventy-nine lie sat in Parliaunent, wvhere lie excelled as au orator.
As a statesman lie wvas gilty of many mean acts which ultimately
brouglit disgrace upon him, and show an entire absence of those quali-
tues necessary for such a position. It is" as a philosopher, that ho is
entitled to our respect and remnembrance. lus IlInstauratio Magna"
establishes bis reputation as a profound thinker and a ripe seholar. It
is in thue second part of this work,-the IlNovum Organum," iere
lie sets forth the prineiples of his philosophy. To his mind the preced-
ing age had clcarly demonstrated the folly and uselessness of thtu
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