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shigg -raIIp, pony, wvbich Coi Icanncss, lazincss ani stu-
pidity, would vie wvitli thc donkcys of Cairo.

Some i, our Mlissionaries wvhose fields of labour cover
froni tbrec to five tbousaîid square miles of tcrritory,
could indulge in sundry doleful howls about hardships il
the), wcre disposcd to do so, but when thcy think of the
far greater trials, hardships and perils endurcd b>' thecir
venerable prelecessors .a this and other lands, they Cée
more like puttin- tlheir hands upon thecir moutlis than
tittcring complaints.

There is plenty of scope hiere Cor tUicercise of both brain
and muscle. I believe our College deals in these articles.

The adhesiveness of tbe mud ami tbe iniportunities of
tihe mosquitocs are not conditions to terriCy good nortbern-
nien, suicb as frequent the Halls oC tire Presbyterian Col-
loge, Montreal, and are traincd to the work of the Lord
by sucb men as Uic Rev. Principal and bis colcagues.
There is a great w'ork to do in ibis land of promise.

There arc yet possessions to take up. There is a
giorious future Cor Presbyterianism- iii this country, not-
withstanding- the prescrit discouragements. The loco-
motive, thc ploughman and Uic operer of '.,aterways are
fast overcoming the mud and xnosquitoes. New settle-
ments are springing up ail over the country. In twvo
years the screami of the locomotive wvbistle will be beard
at the base of the Rocky Mounitains. Next year will
wvitness the influx of a stream of immigration which %vill
increase in volume from year to, year. There are goo
bornes for millions oC industrious people here. Tire
popular cry in the East about the grasping and remnorse-
Iess monopoly of tire whole country by the Canadian
Pacifie Railwvay Company is ail Ilbosh." The succe-s of
tIre Syndicate depcnds upon the success or the people oC
tlie country. If they cripple tbe cou.try flic>' simply ruin
ihieir owi. prospects, and tlicy are flot !",.ely t0 d1o tbat.

In a very short *-me the 'vhoie country Nviii be opened
up from Prince Artbur's Landing to the foot oC Uic Rocky
Nfountains-over i So,ooo square miles oC country. V/bat
a field for missionary enterprise 1

Of tIre ordinary routine of missionary labour bere at
prescrit the gcography of the country cr-nveys a good idea.
It consists in travelling over immense prairies, wad-
ing through marsbes, fording creeks and coulies;
preaching in school-houses and private houses, sorte-
times to audienccs of hall a dozen people, sometimes to
Czty; visiting sick people in out-oC-tlie-wvay places, etc.
But the wvork, though small at presenit, is ail-important;
the fire must be kept burning on the aitar. Here is a
chance for every man to build upon his own foundation.
This is the sowving ',ne, the reaping lime will corne bye-
and.bye. Mec may it do much of the reapîng, but-we
may do a good amount of sowing; we may, by the grace
of Goti, lay a good founidation, and otbers raay build
thercupon, and herein will that saying be verificd IlOne
sowcth and another reapcth."

OC tIre wvork of French evangelization, I mnay remark
duit it is a work, Crom bouse to bouse, and along the wvay
side ; few of the Frenehi half-brecds can bc got to attend
public services, tbotighl I sometimes have two or tbrec of
tlîcm ait church. 1 visit them in their homes, read to, thcm,
out oC Uic New Testament, talk to thein about Christ, His
love to sinfirl men, His plan of redemption, His pure
morality, His liatied of sin, ctc.

The French lialf.brceds are vcry ignorant, but kind-
hecartcd and inoffiensive. They like to be visited, and
treat niinisters with great respect; but there is a siy sus-
picion-characteristic of tbe Indian-noticcable in their
manncrs-tbcy are somcwbiat wvary of strangers. In the
parish of St. Francis Xavier there are one thousand onre
hutndrcd French balr-brceds, 95 per cent. of wboni can
neithier read rior write> though tbe pricsts have had charge
oC îlrem Cor sixty ),cars. Some of tbeni have exprcssed a
desirc to have their cbildren taugbit English. A mission
scbiool in tlieir midst mightf succecd Cor a time. 'Tie), are
fast selling out, bowcver, and going Cartber into the inte-
rior, tbus miaking room for a better class oC people. Per-
baps, Uic day is flot Car distant wvhen the majority of tire
parisbi %viIl be Protestant. The white man seems destincd
to crowd tîhcm out. They don't like the municipal ar-
rangem ents.

Ihave a longing desire to sec the students and grad-
uates of our college take a large sbare in tbe evangeli-
zation of our great North W/est. There is sucb great
promise of an abundant measure oC success crowvning
efforts, that I long to sec thcmn corne and take possession
of tIre land for Christ, and strike deep tire roots oC I-is
great doctrines and principles into the bearts and mincis
of the inhabitants while the soil is fresb and tillable, and
ere tbe black cnsigns oC infidelity and intemperance have
spread over the country and ruineci tIre souls anci bodies
of the people. Prosperity-spiritual and temporal awaits
the efforts of our Cburch nozu.

I bolci il as an almost unerring index of tIre great pro-
mise, and future prosperity of ibis country, that keen, far-
sigbtcd business men bave no besitation in investing their
capital in it. But if il offers good opportunities 'or the
investment of capital with a great promise of temporal
reward ; il offers aIso opportunities equally good for tIre
investiment of good vigourous missionary effort, and with
the greater promise of both temporal and etetnal te-ward.

Tirere.'re, fellow students, Iet us invesî here andi nowv.
The speculator grasps the country wvbile it is new and
lays the foundation of an immense fortune. The mis-
sionary may do the saine thing and lay the founidation
of great ecclesiastical prospeuity. When I say ecclesias-
tical prosperity 1 hope 1 wilt not bc misunderstood, 1
mear, a barvcst of souls for Christ, and that is infýnitely
better Ihan a harvest of dollars.

W. M.
lk>,ding/y, .4anioba.


