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The present session of the Ountario Legislature has zfforded to
some of the members an opportunity of indulging in the ususl criti.
cism of tho sxpenditure in conuection with the Agricultural College.
Formerly this annual task was wont to occupy the attention of the
Houso for several days, but Jike the fitfu) outbursts of an almost ex-
tinct volcano, the eamity bas cvoled dowa until now somne threc or
four of the Opposition members have & monopoly of the nolie work.

Ooc outrageous statement has been made, however, o the cffect
that each student costa the taxpavers $600 annually, and it has since
been widely copied by the Bcwspapers of the Province to the detrs:
inent of the College. Wohave read it in papers which are presum-
ably favorable to the institution without an atierupt at contradiction,
the only justification given being that the graduates sre worth that
much more money to the country because of the improved methoecs
which they carry home with them.  That, however, is & very lame
answer to give the public, for if students caunot be educated for less
then $600 a year there is amist-\e soniewhere and 1t 1s lngh time'the
public wore inguiring into the matter.

A presestation of the facts of the situation will perhiaps be usefal
10 the fricnds of the College inenabling themn to combat the mislead-
ing siatcments so freely circulated.  Tiie and space will not permit
a fall eaumeration of th:4 separate expenditures, but an outline of thy
work done and the necessary equipments which must be pravided will
show that value is reccived for every dollar expeaded.

Every one acquaicted with the place knows what a number of
new buildings have been erected within the past seven or cight years,
tho aggregate cost of which has been conmidorable. bat all of thein are
indispensable if the odllege is to continue its work and keep pace with
the times.  These includo the barns and piggeries, the Dairy, Poultry.
Experimental, Botanical and Chemical buildiogs, and a Iarge hall for
public meolings, espeaially for farmers’ excarsionsin June, Not one
of these conld be dispcased with.  Agricultural Colleges in the dif.
ferent States of the Gaion have similar baildings, omiing in many
casce twico of three times the amount of tho-¢ here. In Wisconsin,
{or instance, the Legisdatare voled $40,000 for a Dairy boilding and
$120,000 for a gymnasiam, 1o be aid for by direct taxation. Tke
New York State Legislature voted the sam of §50,000 fer a Dairy
Boilding and $100,000 for a Veterinary Building at Cornell. In Jowa
also the outlay hizs boen far beyond that of Oatarie.
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But if thes expenditore hias been justifiecd by the pressing need
which at one time existed for laboratorics, the amount required for
mzintenance can also be showsn to be vo greater than is absolutely
necessary. The instruction given to the students forms ouly s sinsll
part of the labor done in the various departments by the professors
aud lecturers. Indeod, the greater part of their time is taken up with
cxperimental aud other work which is directly beneficial to the Pro-
viuce as a whole. For instanco, the Experimental Dcpartment, one of
the nost expensive here., vet the best of its kind on the continent, is
devoted cntirely to field tests of frrm products, these being carried on
unt only at the College but on over 2,200 iarms throughous Ontario.
Working along thets aame Jines in Jive stock. are the Experimental
stables lately added to sho statious work which give promise of valu.
able resulss in the near future.  But it is uscless to go more into de-
tail of the vast xystem of experimnenting found here: in butter and
cheese at the Dairy for 93 monthsof theyear ; atthe Horticeitaral De-
partment in varicty tests of all the small fruits; at tha Chemical
Laboratory in extcusive analvscs of chicese, butter, fat and casein in
wnilk, wood-ashies as a fertilizer, etc; at the Bacteriolegical Labors.
tory. on foul broald of bees, the stable contamination of milk. etc.
Then there is the nanufacture of tabereulin  for the Proviner ; the
writing and publication of balletins ; the eazertainment of over 14,600
visitors anuually. with the expense of looking after a large lawn es-
pecially for the pleasure of these farmers.  The Travelliug Dairy. an.
other part of the work, is wholly for the Prvrince.  The Professor of
Biology speads probably hal{ of his time in identifying weeds and
Sntecta and in replsiog to inqoiries xeat to him by farmers and frait-
growers, and alco during the samtner, in  going Qircetly to districts
ravagod by insccts, 1o assist the people in their efforts st extermina.
tion of the pexts.  All thisisbut a part of the good work being done
hare directly for the fatiners of Ootario.  Yet a few members of the
Tegivlature who Lave probably never been wilhin +ight of the instita.
tion raiic & protest against the C7OFMOUS expenso of the stodents of
the 0. A, C. to the taxpayers withont any recompense 7AalGayr to
the Provinee. A fisr-class agricaliunal college caunot be maintained
in efficiency withont a considerable cxpenditere of moner; but In
making estimatos and drawing conclusions rogarding our own College
it should be bornce inmind that more than half the wholc work of the
institution is for the Proviace as a whole.
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