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PLEASBANT HOURS,

The Christ-Cradle.
THE OLZ #AXON NAME FOR MINCE-PIR,

"Twas the time of the old Cruraders;
And back with his broken band,
Tho lord of a Haxon castle,
Hud vomo from the Holy Land

He was tired of war and slegoen.
And It sickoae] his sonl to roam

20 far from his wife and children,
80 long from hiz Fngllah home,

And yut with a nodble couruge.
He loved for the Falth to fight;
Fur he cariied upon by shoulder
The s1gn of the Rod (ross Kn.ght

It vns Christmas Ev« {n tho castle;
The yule-leg burat {n the hall;
Angd hetmet and shield and banver,
Throw shadows upon the wall

A4 the baron was telling storles
Ta the lttle oncs at his knees,
Nf gome of the holy plares
Ho bed vislted over scas.

‘Then ho spake of the watchiug shepherds
Who saw such marvellous sights,

And the gong that the angels chanted
The first of the Christmas nights.

e told of the star whoso shining,
Outsparkled the urightest gem:

He tod of the Jasicwed ~radle
Thoy ehowed him at Botilehem.

Anqd the -ves of the children glistened
To think that a rack sufiiced,

Wi'h only the straw for blankets,
To cradle the Baby Christ.

* Nay, dry up your tears, my darlings 1
Right gaily the baron cried;

** For nothing but smi‘es must greet me—
I'm home ! and it’s Christmas-tide !

‘ Come. wife * T have thought of a cradle,
Another than this, T say,

Which thou In thy skill shalt make me,
To honour this Christmas Day.

Weo would not furget the manger,
Su chouse of thy piatiers fair,

The one that 1a larg.sat, deepest,
And cover it in thy care—

W.ih flukes of the richest pastry,

Wrought cunningly bty thy hands,
that thus 14 may bring befure us,

The wrap of the swaddilng-bands.

*“ And out of thy well-stored larder,
Set forth of thy very best,

Is aught that we have too preclous
To honour this Christmas guest ?

* Let raieins and figs of Smyrna,

That draw to the East our thought,
Let spices that call the Magl,

With thelr gifts, to mind, be brought.

* Let sweets that srggest frankincense,
Let fruits from the Southern sea,

Be glven ungrudged; remember,
His cholcest he gave for thee!

Then over the piled-up platter,
A cuter of pastry draw,

With a star in the midst, to remind us
Of that which the wise men saw
'R e g CrpAtp o qhgr e -qt g
Angd ever, sweet wife, I pray,

With such thou wilt make us merry,
At dinger each Christmas Day.”

LESSON NOTES.

——

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL BY JOHN.

LESSON III.—JANUARY 15.
CHRIST'S FIRST MIRACLE.
Jobn 2. 1-11. Memory verse, 11.

GOLDEN TEXT.

And his disciples belleved on him.—
John 2. 11.
OUTLINE.
1. The Marriage in Cana. v 1 2
2. The Mother of Jesus, v 3-5
3. Tho First Miracle, v. 6-10
4 The Man!fested Glory v 1t
Tima.—The cpring of A.D. 27.
days after Jhe last lesson,
on & Wednesuay.
Flace.~Cana of Galiles.

HOME READNINGS.

M Cbrist's firat miracle.~-Jobn 2. 1-11.
Tu. Customs of puritying. ~Marx 7. 1-9,
W. Miracles, proots of authority.—Luke

7. 16-23.
Th. Rvidence of divinity.~Joan 10. 31-42,
Goed costpany.—Lake 34. 13-18, 35-22.

Four
and probably

4

8 A visftor.—Rev. 3. 14-22,
53. Do ye now belfeve —John 16, 25-33.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The Marriago In Cana, v. 1, 2.

At what time did this marrfage occur ?

From what time i8 * the third day*
reckoned ?

What guests are named as being in-
vited ?

Give tho names of Lho;e disciples.
— P'—“', T 9T

2. The Mother of Jesus, v. 3-5.

What lack arose at the feast ?

Wkhat did Mary say to bor Son ?

\What was his reply ?

Was it disrespeetful for him to call her
“woman ' ?

What did he mean by  mine hour” ?

What did Mary say to the sorvants ?
3. The First Miracle, v. 6-10

What vessels were near at hand ?

Why were such vessels ne:ded ”
Mark 7. 3.

What command did sesus give
the vessels ?

What did ho direct the eervants t- o ?

Whe first tasted the wine ?

What was the custom at feasts ?

Houw did this occaslon differ ?
4. hlanifested Glory, v. 11.

What does John say of the * glory " of
Jesus ?  John 1. 14.

What was the effect of this miracle on
the bellef of the disciples ? Golden Toxt.

Yout
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PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson are we taught

1. Whom to invite to share our joys ?

2. To whom to tell our wants ?

¢ ?t.h\’ghose manifested glory calls for our
(3

TBEE WATER POTS,

Here are the waterpots. Jesus says,
“Fill them with water.,” The servants
fill them to the brim. Jesus blds thuin
ytake to the head man of the feast.
, How surprised he is at {ts goodness. He
, doesn’t Know where it comes from, but
. the servants who drew ali the water for
the Jars, they know. Do we not want
to bo Jesus’ servants, always near to
him, doing as he says, and seeing his
wondertul power ?

How pleased the guests .-¢! How
they praise the wine! And it was noth-
iog but water till Jesus changed it
None but ke could do such s thing; so
this is a miracle. Now his disciples,
who Xkaew belore something of Jesus,
know more zad belisve ax never befors
sinco they kmew Rim. mere we

l leatn the more we will trust Jesue,

80;

we come back v onr golden word,  Be-

"

Hove.” Take Jesus at hls word, Ke
can change bitter things into something
sweel and good fcr us., Here is Mary
on a little white cot in a hospital. She
has been hurt and will never walk again,
Uh, how hard and sad, and the pain I8 so
bad. But Jesus stands beside her. If
sho had not been hurt, sho might have
forgottou him, but she won't now., He
gives patlence In the pain, and teaches
her sweet lessons she would never have
known any other way. She lives to
help others Jove Jesus. The paln is
changed to blessing. Isn’t this better
than water turned to wine ? Nothing is
too hard for Jesus. He s with us

TOE EOLIPSR.

averywhere and always, to make every-
thing turn to good §f we trust and obey.

Fasten in your hearts the golden word
“ Belleve.”

THE EOLIPSE.

There is to be an eclipse of tha sun
on January 11, but it will not be visible
ir Canada. Artist Brown's plctures of
boys are simply inimitable.

The boys in our cut are looking at the
sun through a plece of smoked glass. It
was reported thet there would be an
eclipse of the sur, so they found a plece
of broken glass and held it over a
lighted candie that the surface of it
might be coated with smoke in order that
they mizht look at the bsight sun without
injuring their eyes.

An eclipse of the sun Is caused by the
moon coming between it and the earth.
Sometimes it decomes so dark that per-
sons can hardly see. " The npext time
there 18 an eclipse of the sun don't fall to
look at {t though a plece of smoked
glass. You will then see a2 dark object
woving gradually upon the sun until
that luminary is almost totaliy hidden.
It will be wortk geelag. Nxamine the

almauac, which will tell you when the
next eclipse occurs, have your glass ready
and you will see something you will
never forget.

Poli7’s Year.
JANUARY 1st.

Corre, sit in my lap, and let me hear,
Polly, my cear, Polly, ny dear,
What do you mean to do this year?

I mean to be good the whole year long,

And never do anything careless or wrong.

I mean to learn all my lessons right,

And do all my sums if I sit up all night.

1 mean to keep all my frocks so clean,

Nurge will never say I'm “ not fit to be
seen.”

I don't mean to break even one of my
{oys,

And I never, oh! never, wlll make any
nofse.

In short, Uncle Ned, as you'll very soon
see,

The best little girl fn the world I shall bo!

DECEMBER 3ist.

Come, sit in my lap, and let me hear,

Polly. my dear, Polly, my dear,

Whet have you done {n the course of the
year.

Oh dear, Uncle Ned, oh dear, and oh
dear!

I fear it has not been a very god year,

For somehow my sums would <ome out
W!’ong,

And somehow my frocks wouldn't stas
clean long,

And somehow I've often been dreadfully
Cross,

And somehow I broke my new rocking
horse,

And somehow nurse says I have made
such & noise

I might just as well have been one of
the boys.

In short, Uncle Ned, I very much feer

You must wait for my goodness another
year.

The soul yn earth I8 an immortal guest.

Compelled to starve at an unreal feast,

A spark that upward tends by rature’
force;

A stream diverted from its perent source-

A drop disseveced from the boundles:
gea;

A momcnt parted from eternity,

A pligrim panting for a rest to come,

An exile anxious for his native home.
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Lesson I 8

Helps
Hlustrative Notes
£ Guide to the Study of the Sunday-school Lessors
with Original and sel Comments, Nethods 1
Teaching, 1llustrative Stories, et.., eto. By Jess«r.
grlueabunun and Boxzer Rxuixeros Doukxn

Peloubet’s Select Notes
Inductlve, Sauyg ve, laaatory, Ilustrative,
rinai and Practical.  With illostrations, niape,
pictures, eto., etc. $1.35.

Monday Club Sermons

A Series of Sermons on the Sundsy-school Leesons
for 1899, by eminent preachers. $1.25.

Berean Lesson Books

No ), Beguuners . do &, Nue lowermodiata , No 8,
The Sentor, 200, enc

Golden Text Booklets

Smdnaaebool Legsons end Daily Bible Readings,
with Golden Texts and mblo!‘zu. Postpald,
each 3c., por dox., 850

Berean Leat Cluster
Pictures, % x 24 In, 1 inted “» elght
m&:, Golden 'mxt: pdnudnl;i”' o $

rtor, T80, § B(.)lc Klfdel;
oa . 3 r year, te
gno the ‘dea read 1;?:0 t-he{vbolo' yoar {2 poosibla.

Picture Lesson Rolt -

Larye Colored Pictarss, illustrating the Internationai
8ui -80hool Lessons. _ Similar ¢o Leaf Olaster, dut
with only four colors.  Per quarter, 750.5 per
year, $3.00.

TO PRIMARY CLAZS TIACHERS,

Berean Leat Cluster

The Pullishers hava decided to supply I8, for the
coming year at 750’1):1- quanrter; €3.00 per -

rear: instoad of $1.0 '® QUATeDr A1 o
;’n Noncb%o? . DOw be wilhs.

£.00 por year,
cot this exceollent belp, We oommend the leat
. ot Prima: , and

Clustez to 21l Teachers y
vould advise oarly orders, 0 as to frsare prompt

aslivery.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Methodist Book sud PaWlishing Houss,
Toronto.

C. W, COATRS, MoxteraL
8. F. HUESTI3, Havax,




