
AND COMMERCIAL UNION WITTIIF UEI. .

in the_ position of rivais, and cannot possibiy expeet
any serious heip from our British comupetitors to break
down the barriers now excluding us from Europe,
whiere British fabrics would soon ineet the iivèély coin-
peti-Lion o.four groods. If our commercial men are sincere
in their desire for a revival of our prosperity, they must
make Up their desire at once to hiave the ftl and
exclusive con trol of our t'oreign trade.

Why Sir Francis Hînclis is satÎslied Io be a
CoIloist.-Sir Francis writes: IlI believe that our
present political state is a must enviable one. WTe have
ail the advantagres that we could have as an Indepeu-
dent State, with the additionat one of being protected,
free of cost, by a nation whose influence and power are
second to none. 1 arn firnily persuaded, in my own
mind, that the necessary result of any change fromn our
present system wouid result in annexation, and I am
e4ually persuaded that it could only be accom-piished
af'ter civil war."

Is Sir Francis ignorant of the fact, that, as a colo.
nist, he is not represented in the Parliament of the
Empire, where our greatest interests are discussed ? Are
we not at war niow, both in Afghanistan and Zuiuland,
with the prospect of meeting Russia at any moment ?
Immense armnements are goingt or, near the borders
of Afghanistan. Russian cruisers are being purchased to
pray on our defenceless mercantile marine. In a few
weeks we ma>y have to face an enemy riot to be des-
pised. And wvhat can we do to prevent such an unde-
sirabie contingency ? Nothing!1 We have no voice to, be
heard in the councils of Great. Britain and ti? protest
against Lord Beaconsfieid Policy. As mere Colonists,
we have no acknowiedgYed rights. In fact, we in Canada
are of no more account in the Govern ment of the Emn-
pire, than the indians of our own western territories,
in the Government of the Dominion. In matters
of foreign t rade, or of postal and other treaties we have
no more riglit to be represented. Oii aUl these questiomns


