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Is devoted to the furtherance of the
Gospel of Christ, and pleads for the
union of all believers in the Lord Jesus
in harmony with His own prayer re-
corded in the seventcenth chapter of
John, and on the basis sct forth by the
Apostle Paut in the foMlowing terms:
“ 1 therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,
beseech you to walk worthily of the
calling wherewith ye wete called, with
all lowliness and mdckness, with tonp.
suffering, forbeating one another in
love ; giving diligence to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, even
as also ye were called in one hope of
your calling ; one l.ord, one Faith, one
baptism, onc God and Father of alj,
who is over all, and through all, and in
all”—Eph. iv. 1-6.
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Biblical Theology of the New
Testament,

BY PUILLP SCHAFF, D D, LL.D,

———

Biblical theology is fast coming to
the front, and taking the lead of syste-
matic or dogmatic theology. Formerly
it was the reverse, especially duting the
periods of s:holasticism in the thirteenth
and seventeenth centuries, when the
Bibie-was suhjecied 1a dogma, and was,

texts for & preconceived system of
doctrine, whether Catholic or Lutheran
or Calvinistic. Nowadays, people want
to know ftst and Iast what the Bible
teaches, which is of more practical
importance than the teaching of the
fathers, schoolmen and reformers.
The authority of Christ and 1he apostles
overshadows the authority of popes,
councils, and contessions of faith,
Biblicaltheology.inits modern techni-
cal tense, is a systematic representation
of tevealed religion in its primitive
form, as laid down in the canonical
books of the Seriptures, and as distinct
from ity subsequent development in
different ages and branches of Chris-
tendom. It sums up the scattered re-
sults of exegesis, and arranges them so
as to exhibit the organic unity and com.
pleteness of revealed religion.

Biblical theology is divided into UId

In the theology of the New Testa.
meri, we must first distinguish between
the theology of Christ as derived from
His tcaching in the Gospels and the
theology of the apostles as contained in
the Acts and Epistles. The former is
the living germ of the latter,
1. ‘Theteaching of Jesus is 2liogether
unique. He was ucither self-taught,
nor school-taught, nor inspired like the
prophets and apostles.  He spoke
dircctly out of the fulness of the in-
dwelling God, as His only begotten
Son, He was not simply a witness of
the truth, but the truth jiself, and
the light of the world.  His teaching is
a self-revelation of iis divine-human
peeson as the Son of God and the Son
of man, as the Messiah and Saviour of
the world, as the founder of the new
covenant and the kingdom of heaven
upon the carth. His teaching is a ce-
flcction of His life, and is as free from
ctror as His hfe was free from sin, It
is the union of infallible teaching with
the sinless life which raises Him above
the founders of other religions, and
ahgve all moral philosophers, ancient
and modern.
As Jews himszlf wrole nothing, we
have to depend upon the reports of His
disciples in the canonical Gospels.
The synoptic teaching of the first
three Gospels relates chiefly to the
kingdom of God and the duties of those
who enter therein, and is brief, sententi.
‘wi; T PATAUONG A< p ictewria b T hit
style was best calculated™ to™imprcse
itself upon the heart and memory of the
common people in Galilee, )
The Johannean discourses, vhich
were mostly delivered in Jeruss®m be.
fore the learned Phansees and scribes,
and in the private curcle of l*_(s disciples,
discuss the deepest mypéries of faith
and etesnal hife, of thfelation of the
Son to the Father, tythe world and to
betievers.  They /{&C also in style,
which strikingly agrees ith that of the
Jokannean epintts. They were e\:idenl-
ly produced by the genial mind of
the beloved discipleas understood in
the light of the prfiised i!lumination
of the $oly Spirj and presented in
His own languag for the second or
third generation Christians, ) But no
human genius Juld have invented
such heavenly fscourses, any more
zof]esus; no honest

tinction, its newness and independ.
ence ; the third rises above the antag.
onism of the Jevish and Gentile Chiis.
tians, and represents a new gencration.
The fizst was the gospel for the Jews;
the second,the goepel for the Gentiles;
the third harmonizes the national and
religious differences in the higher union
of Chnst. '
‘The Epistle of James, " the brother
of the Lard,” is probably the oldest of
the New Testament writings, and also
nearest to the Old Testament, like the
Gospel of Matthew, It represents the
gospel itself as law, but a« the “perfect
law of liberty” (Jas. i. 25}, which im.
plies that the Mosaic law was imperfect
and a law of bondage.
Peter is the connecting link between
James and Paul, as the Gospel of Mark
mediates beiween Mathéw and Luke,
He first made the confesdon that [esus
is the Messiab the Sonjof the living
God (Matt. xvi. 16), {which is the
foundation atticle of {he Christian
faith. He agreed with Paul in the
principle that Jews and Gentiles alike
are saved, without the ugbearable yoke
of the ceremonial {aw, sinply and sole.
ly “through the gracd of the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Acts x4 1t), and he
rose 1o the liberal convigion that “in
every nation he that fears God and
works righteousness iy acceptable to
him” {Acts x. 35). '
Paul’s fundamental ijea is tighteous.
ness.in Christ, aopsjended by faith
anu-opérative’ o ra»'e. n opposition s
the legal selfrightecpsness of the Jews,
His doctrinal systex turns on the great
antithesis of sin ind grace. Out of
Christ, sin and death reign ; in Christ,
tighteousness and jfe,
The anonymous Epistle to the He-
brews forms the transition from Paul
to John, and gives us the fullest insight
into the eternal p:ic’s:lhood and sacrifice
of Christ. :
John, the mystic seer among the
apostles, penelrated most deeply into
the character of Christ, on whose bosom
he leaned, and strikes the key-note of
the hithest type of theology in the
word, ‘' God is love.”
‘The best representations of New
‘Festameunt theology enter into all the
differences, and give us aluiost as many
apostolic types of teaching as there are
books in the New Testament. But
there is unity as weli as diversity in the

Testament theology and New Testa-
ment theology.  Onthe O1d Testamen
theology we have the works of Ewald,
Schuliz{recentlytransiated by Patterson,
Edinburgh, 1892, 2 vols.}, and Oshler
(revised translation, by Dr. Gsorge E.
Day, 1883), and A. Duff {Edinburgh,
1891). On the New Testament theo-
logy we have the works of Neander,
Schmid, Reuss, Baur, Van Oosterzce,
and Weiss. To these has been quite
recently added two important works of
Beyschlag (ptofessor in Halle), ** New
Testament Theology " (189192, 2 vols.)
and Wendt {professor in Hridelberg):§s
“'The Teaching of Jesur” ‘The fitst
part of the latter work appeared in !5536,
and treats of the sources of Chrigt’
teaching ; the second part was publishe
in 1890, and was translated by Jo
Wilson under the titte, * The Teach
of Jesus” (New York : Scribness, 1
2 vols.). Thete last works sugp
us some general remarks for §
school teachers.
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T'he Petrine type, to which also
mres belongs, may be called the Jew.
h Christian ; the Pauline type, the
entile Christian; the Johannean type,
the harmonious adjustment of the two.
The first views Chiistianity predomi-
nantly in its harmony with the Oid
Testament, and the second in its dise
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teaching of Christ and His apostles,
and we need a work in which this unity
is more fully brought out.—Sunday-
School Timer.

Children are God's apostles day by day
Sent forth to preach of love, and hope
and peace.

—Lowell,

Whaterer has been the past year, or
day, or hour, the future it before you,
as unsullied and unstained as the pure,
untrodden snow.  \What comfort is the
thought [ ‘Fhercfore, take courage.—
Young Peoples Unien,

When you make a mistake, don’
look back at it long. Take the reason
of the thing into your mind, and then
look forward, Mistakes are [e<sons of
wisdumn, The past can not be changed.
The futme is yet in your power.—
Hugh Whits,

tous works among them, preached to
them as never man spake, and seen
and felt all the revealed glory of God
in His wotks. I{e has led this life that
never man led, not that He might stand
as 2 splendid wonder among men, but
that he might save the world to God.

Self-Cuiture.

Here is a man who thinks of nathing
but how he shall bring his nature to its
highest pesfection. He has, perhaps,
thought chiefly of the gratification of
appetite, and now he has risen above
appetite and thinks of taste, and
looks to higher and more refined
and intellectual and wsthetic forms
of gratification and culture, but
there is the poison of selfishness in it
yet. A man may have striven long for
no other purpose than to save his soul,
and then found that that saved soul
was tainted with selfishness, And on
the other hand it would be a dreadful
doctrine that a man must sactifice
everything for others. It is a doctrine
that a man would never tell his children,
that the duty of self-sacrifice requited
them to give up everything to save some
one else. We may be called upon to
sacrifice many things, to give up com.
forts and pleasures, and even life itself,
at the call of duty, but God nevec re.
quires a man to give up his own best
self,  All that we are really intended
10 live for—character, goodness of soul,
our real life—we are never called upon
to sutrender. ‘T'o say that we are ever
obliged to sacrifice these essentials
would be to involve God in a contradic.
tion. To think that our absolute self
was ever to be sacrificed on any occa.
sion ‘'would be a terrible parados.
That which alone has permanent.and
crdlningvalite, and . makee.life.warth.
living, is never to be given up

Now these conirasting duties never
really conflict with ¢ach other. When
they szem to, the proper course is not
to altempt to compromise beiween
them, or make one balance the other.
It would be absurd to attempt to be
selfish one day and self-sacrificing the
next. The human soul should present
the spectacle of a great power of ad-
vance all along the whole line of the
ont ministering to the other, The
more truly a man sacrifices himaelf, the
more truly he shall develop himself.
‘The more truly he develops himself,
the more truly he shall sacrifice himselt,
Every great 1hing has its d.sadvantages,
Freedom brings its disturbances, but
shall we escape them by making men
less free? No, by making them more
free. The remedy for the errors and
disturbances of liberty is not restricted
by liberty, but increasingliberty, And
man thall not escape the dangers of
sclf-culture but by a deeper and true.
selfculture.  And the dangers of self.
sacrifice are to be remedied by a deeper
and wiser selfsacrifice. There may be
inconsistencies in our ways, but the
great inconsistency is this.

Be not afraid of self-culture, but of
mistaken and incomplete self-culture.
The text binds both self.culture and
self-sacrifice together in these great
words: For their sakes I sanctify my.
self. D your best self for the good of
your fellow.men, Jesus has pone the
whole round of ctreation. He has
mingled with men and wrought wond.

The noblest souls have always felt a
perpetual rcaction. Neither strugglas
1o complcte themselves nor struggles
to save the world can satisly them
alone; each needs the otliet to make it
satisfying, One finds the good of all
mankind a motive for doing his best,
Go forth to serve the world, and you
will know you must be a better man to
serve it fully.—Phillips Brooks.

“1 Used My Two Knees,”

A good Chinaman had heen the
slave of opium smoking for thinty.nine
years. Those familiar with this curse
know that the opium appetite becomes
a deeply seated disease, and few who
are once entangled in this snare of
Satan ever escape. Opium amokers
who profess faith 1n Christ are looked
upon with great distrust, and dealt with
with the utmost caution, for they are
almost sute to relapse into their
former evil waye, But this man was
rescued from opium smoking ; he was
cured, and he staid cured. One day
some one asked him how it wasthat he
had broken off the terrible habit; he
answered :

W used my tevo knees."

How many people there are to-day
who are caught in Satan’s snares, who
struggle to escape, and sink back de-
spondent and despaiting; who .might
find deliverance as the Chinaman found
it. They use their tongues, they use
their wills, they use their minds, they

tions, but they do not use their knees.
No man was ever overcome by temp-
tation while calling on the mighty God
to help him; nov man need despond
though billows and waves go over him;
if a man will only pour out his heart to
the Lord, he may go down like Jonah
to the bottom of the mountains, and
the canth with her bars may be about
him; but if out of the belly of hell he

will cry to God, the Lord will hear and
save him,

‘Tempted one, discouraged one, strug.
gling one, fallen one, use your two
knees; you will climb out of horrible
pits, and mite and clay on your knees
sooner than any other way,——Z%
Christian.

The days arc ever divine.  They

come and go like muflled and veiled

figures sent from 2 distant and friendly

party ; but they say nothing, and if we

do not use the gifts they bring, they

cairy them as silently away.—Selected,

1 would not if I could repeat

A life which still is good and sweet ;

I keep in age, as in my prime,

A not uncheerful step with time,

And, grateful for all blessings sent,

1 go the common way, content

To make no new experiment,

On easy terms with law and fate,

For what must be I calmly wair,

And trust the path T cannot see;

That God is good sufticeth me,

And when at last upon life's play

The curtain falls, 1 only pray

That hope may lose itsclf in truth,

And age in heaven’s immortal youth,

And all our loves and longing prove

The foretaste of diviner lovel
—WintTIer

A mian has a tight to be liberal only

with what belongs to him, consequently

itisa great mistake to call any one

“liberal " who surrenders God's own

truth. There is no word in our langu.

age more abused in this day than that

good, old-fashioned word, Hderal—
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