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Sin,—As the winters are so long and severe
in this country, it 18 "worthy the Farmer's
strictest attention to provide a suflicient quan-
ity of good hay for the supply of Ins lne
stock: It seems to be more an object with a
good many to have a great quantity, than to
have at of superor quality ; whatever the quan-
tity may be the quality ought to be particular-
ly attended to; there is more nourishment in
one ton of very good hay than in two of indil-
fercut.  Closer, if cut when the fiist of the
blussoms are faitly dlown, and made in such
tway as to retain the greatest quantity of the
native joices, is excellent hay, whereas il it
is L2t stand uatil the lowers ae deeayed, cat-
tle will scarcely eat it at all, and it vields but
very htile nourishment. Tumothy ought like-
wise to be cut early ;5 the best tume 1s afew
days ofter the blossom falls, bat as at s
anpussible to take abouttall just whentt is in
the fitte<t state, every one must determine from
Ins ¢rewstances what 1s the most protitable
method of proceeding, always keeping in view
that it is better to Jose a hittle by beginnmnzg be-
fore it is altogether ready thun to rua the risk
of losing a greater quantity by decay.  Care
should be taken to have 1t as Little exposed to
rau, or even dew, as possible. when it1s dry
settled weather it i5 a good plan to spread out
what is cut mhe morning imnediately after
the sevthe, snd put it up in small cocks before
the dew begans to fall at might, laying themn
out neat taormng when the dewis off’ the stut-
ble, and turning it over about one o'cock, it
may then be carted in before mght,

There are a rreat many vegetaliles that may
be made into hay if cut an the proper state;
thistles make good hay for horses, sorrel for
sheep, &e.; and although I would not recom-
mend the cultivation of these, yet when they
do grow, itis well to make the best of them,
more partienlarly in such a scason as ths,
when hay ofizrs to be but a scanty crop,

I have heard some speak of salting hay,
I have not given it a trial, therefore can say
nothing about it; bat any of these who have,
and approve of i, might Jo well to make 1t
known throush the press, stating the method of
domnge it to the most advantaae,

Lhere need not be much said ahout the me-
chanical part of hay-making,—it you have a
good long sharp seythe, wuh a short haudle,
and make a long sweep and a swaft, keeping
the heel well down, the work will be soon and
well done.,

Huarvesting.~As the greater part of the
profits of the farmer’s year’s {abour depends
upon the ingathering of the erops in harvest,
it concerns all 1o kuow the way in which it
ean be done to the most advamage.  The great
object onght to be to secure the greatest quan-
uty possible of both grimn and fudder ot the
least expense.  As the aran cerops generally
tipen much about the same time, the way
whch they ean be harvested with the most ex-
pedition and to auswer the best purpose, should
be preferred.

Although the resping of grain be an old
practice, it will be ackuowledged that itis a
tedions and wearisnme process. From twen-
tefive year’s practice I can recommend the
mowing of it: therc are many ndvantages that
attend ity there is fully as much grain and
mare straw, they are got betrer seasoned, and
about double the wuik can be dune wath the

o1

same hands—a mun and aboy can mow, gath-
er, tie, and stook, an acre neday with all ease.
"T'he reason why so many lay it aside after gv-
ing it a trinl is, because they do not get into the
way of doing it well at first, therefore they
pronounce it a bad job; whereas, exercising n
little patience, and repeated trials, would bring
them into the way of it, and they could go on
casily : to diive awny asif mowing hay, will
not do, although it may be done speedily 1t
must be doue with care, the scythe has to get
a fair swing, taking cure not to rase the heel

recommended, will yet communicate to ustheir
practice in trme to enable us to lay it before
the publie in our next number.

T'ime of Cutting.—As the clover seed, from
the time the first hends ripen, uutil the close
of the season, are daily arnving at maturny .
the great desideratum is, to ascertain the pre-
cise period when there is on the ground the
greatest portion of ripe seed, in astate which
will admit of its being collected nnd brought
into the barn.  If the clover be cut before this
1 eriod, there must evideutly be a loss sustain-

when the cut is ont, and bringing the seythejed, from the immatniity of too lurge u portion
out the same distance every swecp: il the gram 'of the sced. 1t the cutting be deferred beyond

stand fur, mow with the wind, but i’ it be lui(l;
i dilferent directions, the lie of the gram must

be followed.  When the wentlier is dry and
settled, if it be let lie m the swath a day after
itis cut, it may then be gathiered into sheaves,
buund up. and carted to the burn, but in ordi-
nary it is safer to gather after the scythe, bind
and stook it, where it will season much sooner
than if reaped. When carted off the field if
there are many stalks on the ground, go over
it with a rake, amd you have all snug. I do
not approve of letting grain of any kind stand
before 1tais cut, until it 1: what is called dead
ripe 5 the groi is notlung better, and thestraw
much worse than if cut a lutle sooner. Grain
of every doseription ouglitto be well seasoned
before it s housed, particutarly oats, as they
are apt to heat, which s a great injury to buth
grain und fudder,
Yours truly,
OLD RUSTICUS,

P. S. Asthe part of my proposed plan yet
to exceate dues not ot 1uto opuerotion uniil
the evemngs agmn get long, I think 1t better
to defer it unul then, as I tind there is bat lit-
tle tune now. O. R.

CLOVER SELD.

Surving Clovir Sud.-—The two great ohjeets
to be atte «ded to, 1 rasing cluver seed with
profit, are—1ust to sceure the production of
as large a crop 1o the acre as practicable—and
secondly. to harvest the crop in such a man-
uer. as to bring as large a portion of the seed
into the barn and to leave as small u portion of
it as possible in the ficld,

"I'o attun the first object, that of precuring
a large product, we havein our preceding

numbers, 1 observation<on the coltine of elo-
ver, given the necescary dicections, we will
now only repeat, that the miun things to be at-

this period an equal, and perhaps a greater
loss will be sustarned, from the impossibility ot
sming the sced first nipened, generally the
best, on acconnt of its betny so cusily shatter-
ed off.  We would recommend, asthe most
chigible time for cutting, the period when about
two thinds of the heads huve become ripe and
assumed a black color, many of the others at
this time of a brown color, will ripe after cut-
ting,

Mode of Cutting.—Where the clover hasnot
ladged, and is high enough to admit of it, by
far the maost expeditious, and in every point
of view the most ellgible mode of cutting, is
to crndle it as we do grain, only throwmng it
into double swarths, that is laying the clover
cut from two lands in one swarth, Ifthe grass
be so short as to rcquire it, a strip of linen
may be fastened to the fingers of the eradle
<0 as to prevent the heads falling through
them.

Mude of Curing —If this crop be not heavy
and the weathier guod, the swarths may lie un-
disturhed for several duys, until the hay he
perfeetly cured, it should then, in the morning
or evening while sufliciently moist from the
dew, to prevent its shattering off’ too easily,
be gently raked into small bunches, such as
ean be conveniently raised with a fork and
Iavd on the waggon. When not too damp,
these bunches should be hauled to the bhair,
and either stowed i mows, or which is best
threshed off, and cither immediately cleaned,
or clse the heads stowed away i a room pre-
pared for the purpose unti} winter, to be then
threshed or trodden out.  But should there be
rain on them orshould they be suflered to re-
main in the field any length of time after be-
ing raked up, these bunches must with a fork
he gently turned bottom upwards, and laid in
a new place, nfter every rnin to which they

tended to are the followmg :=1. That the may be exposed, and every two or three days

land be ferule. 2. That it Le well prepared

hefore sowing the seed, as herctofore directed. !
3d. That a suflicient quantity of sced be sown |

to the acre.  lth. That it be evenly distribut-
ed over the ground.  Sth. That whenever the
land requires its zid, gyp-um or placter be
sown on the clover—and Gih. T'hat it be not
injured by fngudicicus or excessive grazing.
If these particulars be well auended to, nn
acre of ordinary land will produce three bush-
els of seed 1n a common scason, often
more,

We uow come to speak of the more diflicult
and luborious operation of safely and ceono-
wically harvesting and seruring it. This re-
quires cnie and attention, 'The great oljects
to be umed at are, to cutthe seed at the pe-
nod when there 1s the largest portion of ripe
seed on the ground, 1 that stage of maturity
which will adunt of its being collected o the
barn. Itis, we believe, to the improvident
aud ruinous veglect of strict attentioy to these
two lutter chjects, that most farmers may ate
tribute their failure in makiog clover seed.
We will Iny before our reaaers the results of
our own observations and experience, un theee
important points, hoping that these of our

patrons, who may have diseovered a letter

saude of eficcuny these oy ots, than the one;

that they may have lain in the field in forr
wenther.

‘T'his is necessary to prevent the seed from
being injured by the heat and moisture to which
they will have been exposed, from the sun,
the rain, and the moisture of the carth. Af-
ter heing sufiiciently cured, winle dry, let the
seed begeutly laid on the waggon, and hauled
to the bary, using every necessnry precaution
to ensure, that as little of it as possible be left
to the field or scattered-along thio road.—Ame-
rican paper.

Tuisrres.~-Itis snid that if thistles are cut
after they are in full bloom an juch or two
above the ground they will be more easily
subdued than those cut at the same ume with
the hoe holow the surface. Inthe formercase,
the remaining stub of the thistle gets full of
water, which resting on the crown of the plant
injures it so far as to oceasion a few fecble
shuots only to rise, whilst in the Iatter strong
and luxurinnt stems were produced.

Borrs in Ionses.—It is said that the stngo
drivers on the routes leading from Albany 10
the western parts of the State of New York,
anux with the water given to their lorses, a
Lttle woud aslivs, to preserve thems trom botts,



