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of their fellow en is tapldly Inerensing:
Indeed there are very fow, thanks to edu
eatlon, but what do command the respect
of all; a man who wears the uniform of
elther army or navy ix ase much desepy
ing of that respeet nx any other man
~hnatever his position in life, provided,
of course, hie conducts himself in a pro-
per manner; and these homes are an ab-
solute necessity if men nre to be given
any assistance towatd  peddsting  the
temptntion= alluded to. 1€ we just In
imagination plnce ourselves o our sons
in their position it will bring home to
us gquicker than anything else their value
and that it i« our duty to remder what
nxsfstance we ean, firancially and in
other ways townrds  establishing  the
home propoxed at Fxquimalt,

The Rev, 3. ', Hicks hax for the past
five years been connected with the work
at Bequimnalt na the 1ecognized chnplaim
by the Army and Navy Committee officl-
ally appointed by the Admiraity, nud more
recently by the War Oflice also,  During
the past two years he lhins been exelus
sively engaged in this work., e had not
long been appointed to the Victorin West
Cirendt before he fully realized the im-
portance of cetnablishing a Church and
Home in  Esquinmalt, and  accordingly
wrote to the Rev, I W, Allen, the vens
erable secretary of the Army and Navy
Cotnmittee, on the subject,  In 1807, the
year of the Dinmond Jubilee celebration,
the committce declded to try and ralxe
£10,000 in nid of Wesleyan Soldiers® and
Snilors' Homes,  Mr. Ilicks ngnin wrote
asking for n grent of £400 towards fld.
inge n chureh, with a couple of rooms nt-
tached, A\ very favoralle reply was ree
celved and great hopes were entertained
of obtaining the amount asked for. It
wan just at this point that Mr. Hicks
hind completed his three years as pastor
nt Victorin West; the men of the fleet
heing strongly attached to him nnd fenr-
ing a strange minister coming would not
understand their needs and the peculiar-
ities of the work as he did, being nn
Englishman and coming from a naval
and military centre, petitioned the Con-
forence for Mr, Hicks' appointment and
sent a deputation to the Stationing Com
mittee with the result that he was left
without a station in order that ke may
look after this work.

The Avmy and Navy Committee finding
the wording of the deed under which
they held the Jubilee Fund would net
allow of their wmaking n grant trom that
fund, n letter regretting their inability
to o g0 was =ent to Rev, J. P Hicks by
Nev., R, W, Allen: this came ns a severe
blow, as from the nature of the corres-
pondence previously received we  had
fully expected a grant, if not the full
amount asked for,

TFinding the needs and claims of this
Important work growing rapidly and that
it could not be represented a¢ it needed
to be Ly writing. and that something
more muat be done if the Soldiers' and
Sailors' ITome, that the increased strength
of the ficet, together with the garrironing
of Esquimalt by Tmperial troops ealled
for, was to he established, the advice of
one why Las proved himself a sineere
triend to this work was that Mr. Ticks
shonld go to Kngland nnd personally in-
terview the Army and Navy Committee,
By the assistance of friends and a large
amount of self-sacrific~ on his own part
he managed to get there, fully stated the
needz and claims of the work to the
Committee and many prominent officials
of the Waesleran Mecthedist Conference,

with the result that it was unantmousty
declded to place Bequinealt on the list of
stutions to be axsisted from the Uwens
teth Century Fund; he was aleo, thanks
to their kind assistance, enalled to pajse
£400 towards the scheme, anl in various
other ways to place the ary and navy
.\vmk hetn wpon a more satisfactory fool
ing,

Durinzg Rev. Mr. Jicke sbsence on
nere of Inwd was bomled: this has sipee
teen paid for, it in o mast suitable pos.
ition on the mnin rond te Vietoria abont
wmidway between the Barearks and the
plave where the sailere land from the
shipe,

After  earcfully studying the matter
from all itx standpoitts nnd connulting
many who freguient these Homes in Eng-
il the accompanying plans have Leen
proposed, the cost of which it is estijat-
edwill he SO0, Pownrd thiv nmount
the Methodist of B, . and all who feel
interested in the wellfare of our Soldiers
nind Snilers nre asked to contribute $2.000
at least e British Colmmbin's share, as
much more as you like,

It is most desiceable that this work
should be completed this stummer, hut it
ix unaimously agreed not to go into det,
we want the money pactieally sectired
before starting to buill,  Chiristinn work
among and  for the men is seriously
handicapped for the want of sultable pre.
mices apart feam the great need of the
ITome for their use,

Vory grent interest has been manifest.
ed in thik work by thoxe who have heen
made acqualnted with ite merits and we
feel sure that this appeal will meet with
a ready vesponse from the numeerons
reuders of tiie Methodixt Recorder and
their friemls, F, 1. BAILEY,

Saquinalt, B, ©,

REV. J. C. SPEER.

‘The general regret at the prospect of
losing from the Conference the Rev, JT.
C. Speer, who {4 roon to return to ‘Lo-
ronto, hns already begun to find signi.
ficant expressfon, On Saturday, April
20th, his  ministerinl brethren in Vie.
torin invited him to a complimentary
Juncheon in  the Victorin Cafe, Ifort
street,  The party cornsiated of Revs, J.
C. Speer, €. Bryant, W, II. Barea-
clough, J. P, THicks ,J, D. P. Knox, IR,
IMughes and W. Gibson—Bro, Speer and
our venerable Bro, Bryant being guests,
After the nmple meal Tiro, ITughes ad.
roitly decoyed the intocent party over
the James Bay bridge to the pretty
Iawn at the residence of D. Spencer,
Esq.,, where a camera was found in
waiting, and in a few minutes, with eox-
pressiong grave and gay, a photograph
of the group was taken, All this being
accomplished without serious consequen.
ces, the programme of the occasfon
was terminated by an hour's cruise “up
the Gorge" in n naptha launch. The
whole course being well enlivened by the
innocent story-telling for which Metho-
dist preachiers have gained n reputation.

On Tuesday evening, the 24th, a fare-
well tea meeting was arranged by the
Indies of the Mefitropolitan church, un-
der the cantions title “The Warx of the
Roses.” The tables were decorated al-
ternately with white and red roses, al-
8o the ladies who served them, and there
was a pleasant rivaley as to which
table could do most to show hospitality
to the friends gathered together. After
ten o most interesting meeting was held
in the church, presided over by Rev. C.
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Bryant. On the platform with the chair-
man sat Mr, Speer nnd ministers repree
senting nearly all the non-conformist de-
nominations in the city, Rov. Mr, Haste
ings (Baptist), Rev, W, 1. Clay (Prese
byterian), Rev, I'red, Payne (Congree
gntionalist), spoke on Lehale of  thelr
churclies and the Ministerial Associae
tlore, paglng hich trilmte to Mr. Speer's
ability and cxpressing regret at his dee
pavtuce, while even deeper feclings of
nfcetion were conveyed in a few words
from the other Methodist ministers
presents Mre. and Mrexe, and Mixs Speer
wern also recipients of tangible proofs
of the love the congregation they had
xerved, the Ladiea® Ald presented Mrs,
Speer with a beautltul sllver teapot, ine
scribed.  Miss Speer's very pretty gift
wag ‘from the Epworth Feague nnd
Sunday School, while Mr, Speer vecelve
ed presents from hoth the Intermedinte
Lengue and the Sunday School, Iach
glft was nccompnnied with n sultable
an! affectionately worded address, thut
froin the Tutermedinte League being il
luminated. These expressions were feel
fngly and fellcitously acknowledged in n
brlef speech by Bro. Speer, and the gathe
ering dispersed about 10:30 pam. Mr.
Spoer has shown distinguished ability as
a preacher and lecturer and xocial vee
former, nud has gained the esteem and
confidence of his brothren in the onpa-
city of Chalrman of the Victorin Dis-
trict.  Ile will alro be much missed in
his intimate nssociation with the Re-
corder, and all good wishes will follow
him.
¢ @

Three typographical errors crept into
Mr. I, T, Voxper's Interesting article,
“I'he Reclaimed Infidel,” which we pub-
lshed last month, namely: ‘The word
“Cnrlist appearcd instend of Chartist;
the word “sobricty’” appeared instead of
society ; the word “dreaded™ appeared
Instcad of dread,

GOOD FRIDAY CONCERT AT
METROPOLITAN.

A large andience was richly entertain-
ed in the Metropolitan Church on Good
I'riday  evening while listening to the
rendition of Dr, John Farmer's lovely
oratorin, “Christ and, His Soldier«.” ‘The
performance was given by the cholr of
the Church, largely augumented by
voealists from  the other  Methodiat
Churehies, comprising a chorus of about
seventy-five voices, amd assisted by n
most efficlent orchested, led by Mr, Jesaie
Longticld, the solos belug very credite |
ably taken by Mres, Giffin, Miss Armson,
Messars, Hanson, Firth and J. G. Brown.
Mr. Gideon llicks, who conducted, ap-
peared thoroughly at home in that cn-
pacity: he had evidently well drilled his
performers, and  handled them  with
snch skill that the whole performance
wns one of real merit, There  were
weaknesses, certainly, chietly noticeable
in the matter of shading and attack, hut
these were cagily forgotten in the gen-
ernl excellency which characterized dhe
affair.  The soloists are all well-known,
and beyrond the mention of thelr names
the public will look for no assurance
that the solos were well eared for, One
pleasant feature of the affair was the
cordinlity apparent among the musiclans
of the various Churches, Mr. Tongfield
is orgnnist of St. John Anglican Church,
and several others taking part are Epls-
copolinng, while Mr, J. G. Brown is
the popular choir leader of the First
Presbyterlan Church,




