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©"  Beginning of the Hebrew Nation. Gen. 12: T9. .

_be a blessing” Gen. 123 2.,

. R MeMoRy VERSES, 1-3. Lesson Hyyns, 127, 28, 232, ;':},5.

| INTRODUCTORY DRILL—NOAH TO ABRAM.

The Bible is not an epitome of humaun history. The events which it records are con- -

vected with God’s plan of saving men. The shameful story of Noak's intexication is
told because it gave oceasion for the utterance of a prophecy which pbinted ont the part
which each of the three great.sub-diyisions of the race was to take in the unfolding of
God's purpose of grace to the wurld.  Nor was '(isn. 11, L-9written to @Ucfy the curjosity
of philologists. It narrates how Gud Ffrustrated man's impious design, and seat forth
the nations tv work uat thelr several destinjes; while the wovenant line was specially

i

world.
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1. Itis espressly stated in ch. 9: 19; 10; 32, thht from ths threé sons of Noah the
earth was repeopled, The latesy resalts of sulentifigreseprch confirny the soriptural ac-
count and point toa common centre in Mesopotamia. From this the descendents of
Shem spread over Syria and Arabia ; the Hatnitic races vocupicd Phenicia, Canasn and
Africa; and the nations sprung from Japheth peopled Europe and India. After a short
pre-eminence.in Ninevab, Babylon, Pheunicia and Egwpt, the race of Ham sank into his-
torical insignificance. To the Semites, through tb\eg represcntative family, the He-
brews, belongs the glory of preserving for tHe world the knowledge of Jehovah and of

from Japbeth, Greeks, Romans and all moder

Europe and America, have been specially

led the van of human progress.  On them ted has come the blessing of Shem and they
dwell, in a religious sense, **in his fents ¥ as believers in the God of Abraham, (Read
« The Ages Before Moses,” by Rev. J, Muaro Gibsen, D, D, chapter vii) .

PROGENIFOR. LOGATION. DESTINY
Shem. .. * Mesop.- éy. Ar. o " Religion.
Ham. -~ - ", _ Ph. Ca. JAf s . . Servitude.
Japeth, . * . < Eu 7"Ind.;‘ Y - Power.

2. The human race for some time after the flood spoke one language ; the eleventh
chapter explains how a diversity arose. Therg is no doubt that the language of any
people will change somewhat in the course of penturies through the operation of « naf-
ral causes,” and separation from the parent stem, especially if little intercourse is main-
ined, will result in tougues ultimately « foreign ” to each other. But in this case there
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safeguarded from the fals whick bad Dbefullen fhe - seus of God™ 1 the autediluvian
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producing the Redeemer of mankind, - according to the flesh,” The nations sprung .

enlarged” by Providence. They have rulefl the destinies of the civilized world, and :
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