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THE STORY 0F TAMAKI SAN.

i

HE little girl about whom I want to tell you this
story is pamed Tamaki Sav. She is sitting over
thero on the sido of the room whick opens out in-
to tho ga den, busy over her lessons for school,
for she is very studious, and examinations aro coming
on. We call her our little curly haired girl, and think
the short black hair curling around her face very pretty,
but it is a great trial to her, and she longs to bo ‘grown
up,’ so she can do up tho troublesome curls out of sight,
.for Japanoso people do not like curly hair and do all
they can to koop it straight, Tamaki San is now about
nine years old ; she has been about a year in the
"Orphanage, and has bsen from the first one of the most
“obedient and diligent, so that after a few months she
was allowed to go to school, where she now stands at
the h ud of her class, nud hes taken the first two year's
work iu one, though she did not kuow even a letter
when she came to us. It is not of her ability, however,
‘that I want to write now, but of the way in which she

remembers what she hns learned about the true God.
Tamaki San's father died leaving the mother very
poor, and she could not earn onough to get food for her
‘little boy and girl, so she sent them to our Daijime
Poor school to make mateh boxes, whers they earned a
‘sen or two a day, and through the Poor School teacher
the mother learned of our Orphanage, and asked us to
take her little girl in.  After the necessary agreement
was made we took lier, and then the mother wont to
her father's about soven miles out in the country where
she and tho little bay could earn their living by work-
ing in the vice fields. This Spring the grandfather
became very ill, and they thought him dying. He
wanted to see all hig grand-children again, and begged
to have Tamaki San sent for, so I allowed her to go out
ono Saturday with the Daijime teacher, and the grand-
father was very much pleased to see her. The teacher
came to tell us about it when he had brought Tamaki
‘San safely back thet afternoon. When they reached
the house they found the grandfather better, but the
relatives were all thare, and he said he felt very proud
of his little charge because she was so much more
gentle and quiot than the other grand-children, and
answered all hor grandfather’s questions so nicely. At
noon they all took their dinner together, but when the
others began to est Tamaki San closed her eyes and
asked a blessing on her food before she began. The
grandfather noticed her and asked her why she did
that, She'answered that she was just saying “thank
you” te God for giving her the dinner she was about to
eat. Tho grandfather was (uite touched, and said,
with tears in his eyes, “Woell, if that is what Christian-
ity teaches, it must be a good religion I am surc.” He
also spoke of the improvement in Tamaki San’s man-
ners and speech, and said he wished the other grand-
children could go to a Christinn school, if they could be
taught as shoe had been. Wo wore so glad to hear of
the good impression in favor of christianity that was
thus made by one littlo girl not being ashamed to
acknowledgo hor Meavenly Father’s care of her, Wo
have sent ono of the gospels and some Christian papers
to the grandfather since, that he may bave an oppor-
tunity to learn wore of Tanski San’s God, and we are

praying that through theso means some knowledge of
Christ niay come to the little country village which as
yet knows only gods of wood and stone. May it not
be that “‘a little child shall lead them?” V.
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BLACKBOARD LESSON.,

Draw the form, Write the first heading. By questions get
from Band the names; and so on with ecach column, pausing
now and then for questions or to talk about some part of the
work, Review by questioning rapidly on each station,
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