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¢ leaves come in at the front door. Go to many of our [leave them outside when we come to the meetings. It
* Sabbath schouls and you can hardly find a Bible. The |will not be very difficult to conduct prayer meetings if we
lesson leaves have takén the place of the Bible. What [only prepare ourselves in our closets befure leaving home.
we want to give the children is the Bible. We want to | At the time of the war of Indeperdence a Highlander in
get them accustomed to handling the Bible. I have used jthe British anny was noticed coming from the bush by
this Bible of mine so long that I know where a text is on [the Ametican pickets and was captured. On being
the page and can turn to it in a minute, so that in the [brought before the commander he was asked what he
- enquiry meeting I can show anxious enquirers the way [was doing in the bush. Ile replied, “I went there in
4 to Christ. I cannot use other people’s Bibles. Give me jorder to pray to God.” “Are you in the hebit of pray-
another Bible and I am like David in Saul's armour. I [ing?” *Yes.” *Pray now, because you never needed
do not see why this plan [ speak of cannot be in:ruduced. it more in your life.” ~ He gut down on his knees and
As it is to-day with these miserabie lesson leaves, they |prayed as does a man who is in the habit of praying.
_are d iving the bible out of our schools. The commander was subdued, and dismissed himin these
MajoR WHIT'TLE.—Brethren, we must study and seek ; #ords : *“If youhad not been so often at drill, you would

; to understand the Bible. What Mr. Moody has said {not have done so well at review.”
" about catechising so as to find out what people know | MR, Moubt.—Some men kill a prayer meeting before
sabout the Bible is certainly very important. ~Children (it begins. They come in with an air that as good as says,
may be brought up to know the Word literally, and yet itlmt meeting is going to be formal and stiff. The minis-
have not the sligh.est comprehension of its spiritual jter goes up 10 the desk and drops down out of sight, and

meaning. you do nct hear anything from him tl he gets up to
‘ give out a hymn. Everything is cold and formal, no
“HOW TO CONDUCT PRAYELR MEETINGS.™ pleas.mtneas about the meeting at all. The leader gets

up and gives out a hymn and reads it clear through
Rev. A, F. MCGREGOR.—The word “conduct” is in |before it is sung. Ile reads a chapter and tells you
itself a suggestive word. I looked into a book of syno- 'he has not come prepared with anything, and you find
nyms in order to make myself swe that I understood the jithat out yourself before he has gone very far. Then,
meamng of the word, and [ found that it is sometimes  after having talked the Spirit out of the meeting, he will
applied to inanimate objects.  And sometimes 1 think the {say there seems to be a lack of interest, and then deacon
conductor of & prayer meeting has to deal with subjects {So-and so will make his usual prayer, one he has made
very inanimate. I suppose part of the business ot the for twenty years. Then they will have another hymn,
leader i5 to infuse his own life into those who cowe to the |and four or five who h.aveled in the prayers for years will
meeting, or rather infuse the Spirit of the Houly Ghost, say a prayer. The young people know that none but
whose Spirit we should always count upon in out gather- these are expected to take part and do not care for the
ings for prayer, and on whose help we may aiways rely meeting. Then the older members wonder that the
-3 allwedo in the name of the Lord. We reguire at young people do not seem to enjoy the meeting. Why,
such meetings a human conductor, and the conductor .1t is hard for even the deacons to enjoy it. A man
requires to have given some thought and had some pre- ;ought to go to the mee'ing and leave all his stiffness
paration as to the guidance of the meeting. Somne special outside.  He vught to shake hands wuh the people as
purpose he should have in view always. Some one has he goes down the aisle. Make everybody feel at home,
said that the greatest trouble with prayer meetings isthat  Let lim go and sit in front of the desk, not behind it.
the minuster comes without anything in his head, and the | Give vut the hymas and have the meeting started before
peopie come withvut anything in their hearts. That is the people know it. Another thing. It there are a hun-
easureably true so retimes, but blame is often cast | dred people at the mecting I would have a hundred
upon the minisier rather unduly. The prayer meeting is seats. I would not have five hundred seats and a hun-
the people’s m:eting, and the people should feel that they |dred people scattered through them. But people say,
are responsible for the guidance of it as well as fur inter- | you cannot make the room smaller, you c.nnut move the
&t being sustained.  1f the people thiak of the meeting seats, they are fastened to the floor. Get a desk on
in advance, and f they come with a desite to aid it, there jrollers, and roll it duwn to where the people are. Get in
will be more power, brigh.ness and interest in 1t, just as amongst them, and let them feel they are all together.
the more fuel we put on a fire the greater will be the | Have the room well lighied, so that you can read a
glow and power.  In regard to general co-operation on . hymn or portion of Scripture without straining your eyes.
the part of the people at prayer meeting~, it would be I do not kauw that that applies so much 1o cities as to
well if people who are not called Methodists were,small places. I have been in places where the lamp
Methodist in th it respect. Both prayers and remarks chimneys looked as if they were made of ground glass—
should be biief and pointed. Live prayer meetings are had not been cleaned for six months. Vertilition is
always brief. Th: prayers are short, and the addresses .another important thing. Take a man who has been
afe short; and 1 am sure God does not like dullness. . working all day, perhaps in the open air, particularly in
God hates dullness just as you and I hate it ; and we are |a bracing air ke this morning, and let him go into a
never dull when we are brief. God does not consider  place as close as some of our meeting houses are. [
low elaborate vur prayers are, or how many they are, or have been in places where it seemed to me I was breath-
a5 to how methodical they are, or as to the language and .’ing the very aii I did there twenty years before—that

gammar; but he does look at how sincere and spiritual jman w ill begin to feel drow{sy. People think it is the
Bey are. It should be the aim of all who take part to be  fault of the meeting. Dut often it is not. It is only air
cere; first, last ;:ixd all thke tim’lghto cultivate sincerity ,lllxe mfarlx \\I.xlnts. Thedr(:iorr; O}Jg}lt to be lit)apt clean ]:ind
our prayers and remarks. e unregenerate can  cheerful. Have a good deal of singing. Do not stick to
ickly detect whether we are earnest in our preaching ;the same old thing always, and if the meeting gets into a
esz\;;xin:hanclldot‘x)r hearts are right “itthod. '}'\he spTi;‘it ‘rut,fgetﬁi;tout. I)(:]r;ot 1})11:33: bgtcatl;se;tthmgs }:)ave beerll
g shou e in our prayers and remarks. e|so for fifty years, they have go ay so forever.

¥orld is very full of sighs, and we should endeavor to,knew 2 case where a new superintendent was clected in



