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Are Known and
Worn Everywhere

Largeat establshmont of it
kind fn Ameriea,

Our gods are the Iatest,
best and cheapest.

Taoe Toronto Art Leaguo held their
yoarly wintor exhibition at tho Matthows'
gallery for two weeks last month, at
which were sliown not only the usual oil
and watorcolor studies, but tho original
gen-and-ink and wash drawings for the

alendar, which has now grown to be a
featuro of our Canadinn Christinas litera-
ture, if, indeed, such calendars come
under that hoad nt*nlli and not under art.

*

Mg. BrIGDEN’S most ambitious sketeh,
**Rocks and Ses,” was rather spotty, and
not equal to tho sceno on the St. John
harbor, which was given with breadth,
and showed good drawing. *f Departing
Winter,” while wonotonous in the
browns, gave a fine impression of the
ficlds with lingering patches of snow.
Mr. Brigden's work is unoven, but ho
never fails to show something in advanco
of former work, so that the knowing ones
look for his best. Mr. Crouch’s book-

lates were well oxecuted, making tho
k-lover long to possess one. Mr.
Holines's troatmont of a picturesquo sub-
!'[:ft in the *“View of St Dunis on the
ichelieu” was rather hard, but with
good color ; the figure in the other stud,
of tho old windmill was well expressed.

*

Mg. JeFrries’ handling and point of
view havo usually something personal,
and ouv.of the ordinary. Ho gives a fino
impression of the first stirrings of spring
in his ‘¢ Melting Snow,” when the air is
fresh and clear, but the snow still lingers
in places. A view of houses and tiolds
through *¢ Autumn Rain" was peculiar,
while pleasing. Mr. W. Alexander had
good effucts and crisp handling in his
*¢0ld Windmill on the Richelicu” and
thecampscene, Mr. Blatchly'’s *Mower,”
Mr. Manly's * Large-se of Summer,” a

ppy tield in bloom, and ‘A Heavy

in,” Mr. D. F. Thompson's ¢ Low
Water,” quite decorative in effect, are all
worthy mention. Mr. Manly's color and
treatment in ‘A Heavy Rain” are
something in the manner of Mr. L. R.
O'Brien’s pleasing :olgr schomes.

*

LrrzLe space is left for mention of the
Calendar, which is, perhaps, even better
than in former years, if comparisons
must be made. Tho waterfront in Mr.
Manloy’s ‘‘To Feed the World” is
excellent in grouping and massing of
light and dark. Mr. Holimes has caught
souizthing of the rhythm of the worker in
the man with Le scythe in ‘* June and
July*; Mr. Jeffroys’ concoption in
“The Qolden North,” and *‘The
Miues,” is very novel ; and, indeed, the
work all through is so good it would be
hard to pick and choose for description.
It is not too late to ess yourself of
this calendar, which is at once artistic
and distinctively Canadint, appealing to
our msthetic taste x;s viell a8 patriotism,

*

It is claimed by the art historian, Dr.
Ludwig Jelinek, that the famous Sistine
Madonna in the Dresden Gallery is not
the original picture, but merely a copy.
Tho picture, it scems, bears evidenco of
having boen mended, thus tallying with a
description of a copy which was damaged
by the fall of the altar over the tomb of
St. Sixtus, The original is said to be
either in Rome or Piacenza, whither the
director of the Dreeden gallery has
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journoyed to find out, if possible, the
trauth about the mattor.
+ %
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Our Open Ladies’
Wigs

- *

AMoxa the interesting antiques of the
Wernicko collection suon to be sold
New York are the silvor-mounted leather
drinking set that belonged to Cromwoll,
a massive centre-pieco made by Thomire
for Nupoleon, and the state couch of the
mad King Ludwig.* *

————

tho Royal Canadian Academy was'
founded, of which he was chosen presi- |
dent, and continued until 1890. Artis-
ticully speaking, Mr. O'Brien may be

Miss Mustz gave a talk to thejsaid to have **discovered " the Rochies,
students of St. Margaret’'s Colloge onc|aud wany are the pictures of this period
evcning Iast month, on **Millet and rowned in Canada and tho States, Later
His Art.” illustrated by reproductions of j on his choico of subject was very difforont,
the artist's pictures, which were pussed |and hus object was not so much to give u
around, bLeing too small tu bo seen at o | topograplucally correct reproduction of
distance. Many of these are quite asjany place, as to render the pictorial offect
finv in techniyue and sentiment os theyseeh on & quiet rniver or a rugged cliff
* Angelus,” though not as widely known, | with an opalescent mist behind, or some
Miss Muntz gave o sketch of the artist’s f marne effect that was sure to hold charm

lifo, his struggle with poverty, and his
hardly-curned and late achioved success,
emphasizing the object of his art, which
was not to paint pretty tlungs, but to

ive voice to something i the peasaut

ifoe which the world seldom heard—to
oxpress himsolf, in a2 word. His models
were never besutiful men and women,
and yet thore iz always beauty of the
highest kind in his work. Miss Muntz
spoke most warmly and sympathetieally
about the great Frgnchnmn.
*

*

Tie Camorn Club last monta held
their annual exhibition in the Club
Room in the Forum Building, ay which
some most artistic work was shown,
The judges, Messrs. Manly and Stamon,
awarded tho gold medal to Oliver Lippin-
cott, the silver medals to A. Walpole
Craigie and W. B. Blackhall. Several por-
traits by Miss Weil, mounted on plain dull
background, quite unlike the conventional
mount, were very fine. Tho Arizona
scones by Messrs. Blackhall and Buntin
were too artificial in arrangement ; views
liko *“Sul's Twilight Kiss™ by W. B
Bluckhall; ¢ A Wet Night,” by Freder-
ick Lawrence; all those shown by Joun
Dumont; *“‘In the Gloaming,” by W,
H. Moss; ““Sunset on the Kankakee,”
by George T. Power , and wmany others,
are Fuems. while for exhilation of tech-
nical skill, apart from iuterest in the
subject, the list would be much longer.
**Tho Moyui Bells"” is, no doubt, about
the finest example of this. There were
many charming examples of portraiture
which showed a keen oye for artistic
cffect in the posing, as well as printing
and mounting, in addition to thorough
knowledge of photography. The mem-
bership is open to Eon;rcsidcnhs.

*

Evex those who knew him but slightly
will fenl that the world, not tho art
world only, is poorer far by the death of
Mr. L. R. O'Brien, which occurred a few
wecks ago. His digniticd and courtly
bearing 18 something it is pleasant to
remomber, and his unfailing kindliness
and thought for ot:}xex;s.

*

Tue sccond son of Lieut.-Col. E. G.
O'Bricn, ono of the first settlers near
Barrie, he was born on the shore of Lako
Simcooe. Though intended for an archi-
tect, his taste lod him in tho direction of
art. As oarly as 1673 ho was vice presi-
dent of tho Ontario Socicty of Artists,
which position he held until 1880, when

« of culor and l:-nlanc*? oi composition.,
*

SreakiNe ono day of somo book
mentioned 1 course of conversation —it
wus one of Black's—Mr. ()'Brien said he
preferred such a book as a guide to tho
usual guide-book, which he avorded with
particular care, often therehy losing some-
thing he might have enjoyed But tho
route of the globe-trotter and tourist was
very distasteful to him ; he preferred to
make his own discovories, tho discoveries
after msown heart. F. Baring Gould, and
Hardy, and Barne, and Blackmore woro
others whom he had studied as guide.
woks, much to his own profit and enjoy-
mentas well as the good of higart. It was
but a hittle thing, but showed something
of the man.

*, %

Mzr. O'Briex kept wonderfully in
touch with his times, always refraining
from belittling the work of youngor men
with other methods ; indeed he was not
uninfl enced by impressionism, though
not violently. But he nover reached a
point where it could be said his work
retrograded ; his handling seemed but to
becomo freer and looser, and his touch
surer. His pictures are to be found in
tho best collections in Carada, and in
many wm England, where somo of his
finest subjects were chosen. There is
one at Windsor Custle and another at
Orborne which wero pamnted for the
Queen.  Mr. O'Brien supervised the
illustrations for ‘* Picturesque Cannda,”
published by the Cussels of London some
years ago, contributing a goodly number
himself.

* %

Tite littlo card of invitation bearing an
etching of Toronto scen from the bay,
which was Mr. Owen Staples’ announce-
ment of the exhibition at his studio, wus
the most artistic thing of its kind since a
certain ono issued by tho Iate Palette!
Club, and it certainly was the means of |
attracting many visiiw;s during the weck.

*
Looxcy at as a whole, Mr. Staples’
work shows great improvement in draw-
ing, there is greater decision and freedom. |
A viow of Toronto, similar tothe ctching ;!
a well hghted and attractive view of a
blacksmith's shop; an out-of-door study
of figures in a garden, good in values but
not in proportions; the figuro of an old
mnn standing erect and quicet in his punt
fishing, alinost a silhouctto in tho sur-
rounding light ; o bit of delightful wood- i
]

Mall Orders Promptly Filled
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Address The Dorenwend Co.
of Toronto, Limited
103-105 Yongé Stre:t - Toronto

T P U

land, and soveral fino flower pioces, wore
among the best of My, Staples’ studies.
His handling of pastel is excollent, going
ho,yopd in effeet the work in oil, in our
opinion

¥ _%

" . .‘

Tue commic artists have been very
buay the last two montbs, for the demand
for decorated china for Cliristmas presents
hns heen greatly beyond othor years.
Tho exhibitions” alen wero numerous,
those of Miss Hondershot, Miss E. M.
Martin, Mrs. Boultbeo (Miss Haunaford),
and others, following in succession and
overlapping.

*

Ax oxhibition of arts and crafts is boing
arranged. for to be hold in tho gallery of
the Ontario Society of Artists somo time
in April. It ia the first thing of the kind
that has over been hold in oronto, and
will be looked forward to as wmarking an
era in the progress of the applied arts,
To quoto the circular issued by the com.
nittee, *“The chief object tu bo obtained
is that it will place our city in line and
in touch with the widespread movement
to bring out and dignify the art instincts
of the people.” ~Munufncturers hiave
welcomed the idea with delight and the
prospects of success are oxcollent. Fuller
particulars will be given later.

An Academy Alphabet.

A ’s the Academy—what a poor show !

B is tho Boredom wo feel when we go ;

C isa the Critic, 8o down on art shams ;

D is the Daub ho so heartaly dams ;

E is the Eulogy, often not meant ;

F for the Failures, somo ninety per cont.;

G is vhe Gush to which Iadies incline ;

H for tho Horrora they hang on the line;

1'’s the Injustice outsiders complain of ;

J for the Jokes which the hangers scem
vain of ;

K's the Kick-out tho Impressionists get ;

L is for Leighton, the snavo Baro-not ;

M ’s for tho Meotings arranged 'neath the
clock ;

N i3 tho Nude, Mwm. Grundy to shock ,

O for tho “Oh’s!”™ of enrapt country
cousins ;

P for the Portmits accepted by dozens ;

Qis the Query, **\Why are they dis-
played 2"

R’s the Rejoinder, It ‘s all good for
trado ™

S is the Sculpture, which nobody sees ;

T is the art Talk at our five o'clock teas,

U 's tho Umbrelin we leave down buolow

V is the Vanity bred at this show ;

W 's tho Wail of tho men left outside ;

X the X.pressions of those who are
“ukied s

Y is the Yawn which wo givens we rosm ;

Z is our Zest when it's timo to go home.

~ London Truth.

My Mamma Wants to Tell You
. as Lo Blie o f A TOnk 2 R St 1l
Something ;b amtmen i

lis Incldent 3 molleihoud and tecare hiralth for tndh nther
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