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NOTES 0F THE MONTIJ.
IF brilliancy wvcre tUic riterion of the imi-

portance of national events, then certainly the
coronlation of the Czar wvouid stand first in
the records borne by the past month.

The natural trend oi the race ks toward
ceremonial panîp. Humanity, even il, it%
!îiglicst developmlent, is more or less im-
pressed by ricliness and exclusiveness af
ritual, wvhile its effect upon thc lowver cla.sses
lias been a matter of lîis-tary.

That this characteristic niay be of use il,
the goverrnient, as weli as developine:î, af
national lufe at early stages, sacred history
bias shown, iii the magnificence, awe and
mystery with whichi the Temple services were
enveloped. Yet happy is the nation wlio
lias passcd tie need of tic outvard sigîîs,
and lcarned obedience ta the invisible.

IT %vasa mlagiicent Ofa n aiCercrnny
and wveahbl that iii ils very tai and glitter
lield a touci of tlie barbaric.

In nations %vlioliy civiliscd, the iimpressive-
ness af mitre and claîji ai gold lias yicicd,
flot entirely but largcly, to the grcaîcr fort;c
Lif mental attaiiments and cliar.ad;er.

The Hlead af Ail the Russias rcigns over
an empire Iliat is yet semni-harbaric ti de%,cl-
ýpnîent ; and the august spectacle se.-Ved

July ils purpose of emphiasising the sacrcd.

,îess and rnajesty oi absolute rnanarclîy in
tlîe persan ai thlis siender youing Czar.

Ilîcre are noune wvho Cîvy liiiii hiâ pasitioil,
dtespite the flash of cran n je% els, the ribing
incense and liomage

Yet greater than these miglit have been
lus on that august day-a gemn lit witiî tie
tears af a tlîankiul people, thie incense and
lioniage of grateful liearts,-lîad tlue Head of
AIl tic Russias corne ta the rescue of an
ouîtragdet people, auJ ezliamîîanJcl that Ar-
menia be leit inviolate and at peace.

CATASTROPHES invoiving great loss ai
uIl corne, as do many otiier foets ai dis-
aster, in cycles or pcriods ai swviit recur-
rence.

Wiîhin a feu, J1sing dayb of Ma) ive have
ta record tliree on aur ovni cotinenctt,-tiiat
in Buffalo, through the ialfing oi a building
tlîe greater anc near Victoria, B.C., Ilîrouigl
the yielding ai a bridg-e;- and the greatest af
aIl in the appalling effects ai a cyclone.

The first two, humaîîiy speaking, inigiî
have been prevented ; the last nitist be look-
ed upon as one ai tlîase icarlul visitations
ivhiicl:, by saine immutable la%%, are permitied
ta do îlîeir deadly wark.

The strength i ofthe liills,-of thelîidden
forces ai nature,-is an awviul strengtlî in its
resistless inighit, its brutal disregard ai aIl
created lufe. It hurîs tlie rocks, cruulhes the
great trees, swells the vast rivers, and beats
out the liic-blood ai animated things.
Haov shaîl ive whio are so Impotent stand
against tuis blind iury ai narraral force?

There is anly ane hope,-one %trongliold.
"The strengtli ai the huils is His also. I

SINce tlîe above paragraplis wvere wvritten,
-beote even the ink lias dnied,-conies the
news ai that faurtli great calaniity ai the
month, and the niost appalling af ail ;
-wvhîen, in fll viewv ai the participants in
thisbarbaric splendouraccurred the rnaddcst,
saddest scene that the decade can showv,-
that ai a hiall million inob ai the starved
Russian masses assernbled for feasting, and
presentiy figlîting in wild dcaîh struggle,
cruslîing thue wvar lite ecd tramn eci in
their uincontrollable fear.

Tlue pomp ai iveatlt,-tîe passion oi pov-
erty ;the flashi o.jcwel.,,-th vild, fcarfilied
eyes; the craovn of the sovereigi, -Ille cruci-
fix OF the serf.

Sall rnankind ever learn ils lesson? And
Who is sufficient for Iliese tluiîgs?

Tiiiî. laîest despatcli iroin Cape Town re-
garding tic passibility ai a closer union
bictvctn the Orange Frcc State and thc
Transvaal, recails ta the writer a. recent con-
ter.%ation hield witli a resident burglicr of Ile
former, i lia hovas last mazuth 01) a v'isit tu
Canada.

Trle gentlemîan iii question is a Scotclinian,
a iiister ai the Preshyterian cluurcil, wlio
lias been six y cars iii diîargu ofi CliurLhlit
Ilarribburg. in tie Orange Free Stahec.

"A snmber ai Englislrnieîi hiave becone
burgiiers or citizeuis ai tlle State, lie said,

44 whicli is in alliance wvitl the Transvaal.
Thiis alliance %vas made an issue lih the last
presidcntial election.

l I event of %var % ith tîe Ii3ritisli, -. tnd, ai
courbe, our alliance w ould compel us., ta aid
tlie Tranisva;tl,-i. wvuld be brother augainst
brother.

IFor titis reason nîany ai tlîe burgliers ai
tie Orange Free State are strongly opposed
ta the alliance. 1 luardly tlîink il wiil endure
beyoud the next ciectiou. Thue trouble in
Jalzannesburg hbs lie!pcd out citizens ta bec
niters in a new lighit ; and wve cbject ta
being plunged inta ai war w% hîich is îlot ours."

lTins gentleman, tie Rcv. Mr. Porteouis,
speaks hîiglîly ai tlîe Boers, iliany ai %vlaoni
-ire members ai lus alhurcu. lle.assertîs iliat,
althotugl conservative, tliey are ycî progres-
sive. Tlîe scliaol systern ib national, and
the English language ib tatigit and spcken
by the young, peaple. Tlue Boers are ual
only willing, but eager that ileir clîildren
slîould receivean Englislî cducaitîoii. Prcsby-
terianisin is the State religion; the Reiornied
Dutch Churcli being simiLar iii gaveruient.

Mr. Porteous symipathiises largely with thie
Dutclî iii Uie recent Transvaal trouble.

President Krüger, lie asserts, is an illiter-
ate, althiaugli nat unkindly man, aud a skiiiul
diploniatist, w~lio lias boane finle nieti anîang
)lis advisers. The general impression, hie
declares, is tiat a good understanding cxists
bettvecn the Britislî Secretary ai State and
the President, and tiat ail dirniculties will be
smoot lied aver.

As a nion-prejutdiced observer, and anc
w hase position and residence in the Orange
Frce State gives liii apparttiiiiîy, ai dispas-
sionate conclusion, thec words of thîis gentle-
mani are worthy ai consideration.

MR. CIIA'.IXErRLAIN''S purpose in regard ta
Sauth Africa is made ver>' clear in lus speechi
iii tile Fouse ai Commons erurly in May :

IlThc object of our poiicy in South Arric.t is Ia
preserveaur position .tq the parazimouur Suite; andl,
scandly, Ioa cngeiidcr uion asid concord beotween
tlîciwo races therc. The prnspcrisyitid Japa
or Soth Atrica nrc depcîîdetit ispon the realisxtion
af tic sanic sti af things vc attaircd in C:u,,ada,
whierc two race.% less ciascly alicd lima the Englisil
and the Duicli work, right, and live side by xtc in
pcrrcu peace nnd gaod will."

The Colonial ScLrcxary lias ci idently îievcr
been in Canada Juring an clettion campaign.

Tura appointient ai the Princcss ai Bat-
tcInIeCg ta tic gtlcrnorsllip of tire lslIc of
WViglit is possibly a noaminal honour ; y'et, if


