Chrech could e aseertained, and the Con-

vener was directed to write to the Presbyter-

tes explaining their positon, endessouring to
remove misupprehiensjons and adking the ad-
vico of the Presbyteries as to their future ace
tion,

To the letters mast, of the Presbyteries re-
plied, and at the next mesting of the Connnit-
tee those replies were read, and the Committes
unanimoualy ngreed to
services of an agent, aud to obtain a Colporteur
who should devote a st I part of his time to
the business of the depository.  Accordingly,
arrangements were made with Mr. luglis, who

retired from his otfice, the Buoard voting him

the sum of L100.  Me. B, Anwstrony, formerly
a Colporteur within the bounds of the Hamil-
ton Presbytery, was employed at a salary of
Lo per annuny, his travelling expenses bieing
paid
room at an exceedmgly moderate rent. The
Convener was directed to write to the pablishe

ers to whom we were indebted, asking indul-

gence us to the time when their bills should
be paid, and we have to express one gratitude
for the kindness of those gentlemen i this re-
spect.

‘The progress of our effort from this time has
been encouraging. Mr. Armstrong hus laboured
in the bounds of three Presbyteries, has been
everywhere kindly received, und has been
eminently successful in circulating our books,
He has been employed in Colporteur work
133 days, hasvisited 000 families, has held reli-

gions conversation, or engaged in devotional

exercizes with upwards of 400, 1e has sold
2168 books—93 copies of the Scri{
which 12 were family Bibles: and a large
nutnber of Catechisms and Confessions of Faith,
towether with Tracts, Pietures. Cards, &e.

The following table will present a view of
Mr. Armstrong's labours-—
Average number of families visited per day

‘«

ki

Valueof bookssold each day £1 Ts. 4d
Number of books sold exch day, 153

Mr. Gillies and Mr, Cameron, have also heen
engaged in the sale of books; they receive a
per centage on sales,

Your Committee have only to add, that not-
withstanding the three months during which
nothing was done while large expenses were
ineurred, there is only a balance of liabilities
over assets to the amount of £32 17s 10d.—
The expenses being more than met by the
amount of £28 175 24., of which were received
as donations from churches and individuals
the sum of £21 93 43d., leaving £7 7 vid. of
actual profit on sides over expenses, for the
last 9 months,

The Committee respectfully submit this re-
port and leave the whole matter with all con-
fidence in the hands of the Synod.

D. Ixcus, Convener.
——————— R —————

REPORT OF IIOME MISSION COMMIT-
TEE OF PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCI OF
CANADA, FOR THE YEAR ENDING
3lst MAY, 1857,

<«

Inthe Report presented to the Synod last

car, it was stated that there were &5 organ-
ized congregativns, and 33 stativns, Fequising
supply.

During the year now past, 21 pastural set-
tlements bave tahen place, viz, in the Pres-
bytery of London, of Rev. Mr Fiudlay, st
Mitehiell, Mr. Troup at Plyupton, Mr M-
Mullen st Mornington, Mr. Young at St
Thomas, Mr. McMiilan at Fingal, Mr Straith
at Tilbury, Mr. Forrest av Ridgetown, Mr
Renme at Beachville, aud Mr Beattic at
st. Mary's. Iu the Presbytery of Hamilton
four mmsters have been settled, iz, Mr
Jamieson at Dunnville, Mr. McLean at Weast
>,

Pusnch ; Mr. Hogikin at Dooa aud New

dispense with  the -

‘The depository was removed to a sl

itures, of ¢

. quiring supply, viz, 1 Bethesda Churlh and

. buarhoud of Kingston which may be regarded
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Hope, Me Geikieat Berlin, o the Proeshy-
tery of Toronto fonr mimstera have ULeen
settled, vz, Mr. Mitchelt at Malton und Bos.
ton Chureh; Mr, Swinton at Markham, Me.
. Lowry at Wintby: and Mr. Sharp at Rear of
Whithy and Rench.  In the Preshytery of .
hangston two settlements have taken [:lm-o,'
viz, of Me. Hume at Huutingdon and Syen-
dinaga, and Mr. Widhnrt ot Madoe,  In the
Preabytery of Brockville and Ottawa, Mr.
smith has been settied at Brockvitle, Mr. Mol
vilte at Bdwaedsburgh, and Me. Me Meekin at
Pembroke,  Uf these 2ettlements in the saveral
Preshyteries, two or three have been merely
transltion= from one charge to another within
“ the bounds of the stme Preshytery, and thus
have been no real addition to the eftective
strength of the ministry.
1 The followimny are the vacancies and stations |
requiring sul»ply in the several Preshyteries,
vz, in the Presbytery of Montreal, 2 vacant
~charges, viz, 15t Therese, St Eustache and
Grand Frepiere: and 2 Martintown and Wil
lramstown ;s and 7 Stationz requiring supply, |
viz, Richmend, Laguerre, Lingwick, henyon,
Grenville and Harrington, Fineh, aud Chatenu-
guay Basin.  Seven Misionaries at present
supply these vacancies aund stations,

In the Presbytery of London there are or- |
ganized congregations vacaut or requiring Pas. |
~tors, 145 and 14 stations besides where congrs-
i gations have not yet been organized, but'

where a constant supply of preaching is re-
; quired.  All the orcanized congreyations are
looked upon as selfsustaining, and 2 of the
stationg, =0 that in this Presbytery alone,
1§ pastors might be settled almost immediately.

In the Preshytery of Hamilton there are re-
I ported five congregations which may be viewed
as self-austaiving and ripe for settlement, viz,
Woolwich, Niagara, Jarvis and Walpole, Al-
lansville, Grimsby and Clinton.  One of these
congregations has just given a call to a minis.
ter. Sixinission s'ations or rather gronps of sta-
tions, for in several cuses three congregations
at least are conncected, are also mentioned, viz,
Arthur, where 8 churches are being bmilt—
Mount Forrest with adjoining stations where
there are ulso 3 churchesin course of crection—
Durham, with East Durham, Rocky Saugeen
and Glenelg, connected with which stations
there are also 8 churches Leing built—Sullivan
& d Derby forming a regular ficld—into—
Sydenham,

The Preshytery of Toronto report that dur-
ing the past year new missionary ground has
_been broken in four townships, viz, Adjala,
_ Osprey, Artemesia, and Holland.  In the Pres.
! bytery, besides Kunox's Church, Toronte,
 {Cooke's Church having called the Rev. W,
. Grege) there are fourteen localities looking to
| the Presbytery for supply, each embracing
| from 2 to 4 stations, Of the fourteen, 7 may
! be regarded as ripe for settlement, . The Pres
‘ bytery have been lately adopting steps, by the
issuing of a set of queries to ohtain more full
information in regard to the wants of the ficld f
committed to them and of the circumstances of |
the several congregations and stations.

In the Presbytery of Coboury there are two
organized congregations whick fur & time have
Veen secking the ascttlement of pasiors, but
both have in the meantime called ministera—
Besides these there are 2 missivn stativus te:

!

Alowick, and 2, Smithtown, whicli receives
supply from Rev. John Ruger of Petarliory’.
&n the Preshytery of Kingston there is one
vacan ¥, Chalmer's Church, Kingston, without
counting Belleville, which hasnow to beadded.
There is alsoa group of stations in the neigh

}
{

|

as almost if uot altugether in a self sustaining
state.
In the Presbytery of Brockville and Ottaws,
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there are 4 vacancivs, V12, Ramsay, hampt-
Tilte, Oszaode and Rused], nnd W qp'orl. There
are also 3 other stations, or groups of stations
nearly self-sustuinimge, one of them at least en-
tirely g0, ‘Thew are, 1 Cumberlamd and Locha.
ber—2 Fort Coulonge and Westuieath—3 Yonye
and North Augns<ta.  No new stations have
been cpened during the year, but the newly
formed ecttlements to the north are engaging

* the anxious thougits of the ’reshytery.

It wall thus appear that withont taking inte
account a few congregations which huve ealled
or are just preparing to call munsters, there
are about 31 organized congregations requirs
mg pastoral labour, and nearly 40 stations
besides where supply i necessary.

At present a‘u-ul fifty  Probationers and
Students are employed throughout the several
Pyostivteries, supplying the congregations and
stations referred to, but a very considerable
proportion of these are ftndents who have not
tinished their Theological studies

Two or three Probutioners have come to us
from Seotland, und oue or twa from lIrelaud
during the past yewr.  From the drcume

| ttance that several of our ministers have visit-

ed Scotland particnlarly during the year,
whose attention was directed a vood deal to
the obtaining of misisters for Canada, and that
to few have been led to come to our help—wa
are more and more ehut up to the convie
tion that it i3 1o our own young men to whkom
we are mainly to loak for vur future sopply.—
We state with pleasure however that some
ministers of experience and standing are ex-
heeted oot Mr. Alexander, formerly of Co-
sourg, has just arrived and will no doubt be
welcomed back to this scoue of his labours for
many years Several students have come, and
some others are expected,

There is one point connected with our Home
Miseion work which claims the attention of the
Synod, und which no doubt will be hrought
before the notice of the Synod at its presest
meeting, We refer to the necessity of con-
sidering the position of sotne congregations
most important i many points of view, but
nuinerienlly und financinlly weak., There ave
not a few congregations. in various localities,
but principally in the Eastern section of the
Church where it is of the highest importance
to have iofluentinl ministers, but where the
congregations themaelves are not able to su.-
tain an efficient ministry.  We feel the diffi-
culty of thut question, but it is one which de.
mands the cautious but serious consideration
and action of the Synod.

Another question which may require ere
long to be considered is the question as to the
claitns which Probntioners once in the service
of the Home Misxion Committee have on its
continued cinployment. In other words, is tho
Home Mission Committee, or the Presbyteriesof
Church bound to give appointmentsto all who
are received as Probationer< of this Church 80—
And if there is any obligation, how long does
it continue? It is right to state to the Synod
that no case has occurred as yet, where this
question hias become necessary. Dut it is a
question which uay, in ourcircumstances, force
itec!f upon our consideration,

it i3 a gaestion too whether the Synod
should modify, or alter the regulations requir-
ing all niinisters pot regularly called, to labour
as missionaries for one Year befure being in-
ducted into pastoral charges,

During the past year, the Convener in conse.
quence of a correspondence with Rev, Mr,
Bonar, obtained the scrvices of one of the
Gaclic-speaking ninisters of the Church to
visit a Gaclic scttlement in Illinvis. The
prevjle at this place (Elniira,) had been corre-
e‘wnding with Mr. Bonar fur screral years nith
the view of ohtaing a Gaelic Minlster, without
success. The minister who visited these inter-



