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nnd mslcul of praying that it may-live, sho:resigns- it into llm hnnd

of (:od who_gave -it,- and-would fondly . pray him.to take it away—-

_juet because it is-a monstor—an '\nuo):\nco, and -continual source-of -
_troublo and anxicty to thoso who gave it bmh—'t burden- to itself—n
__burden.to. socicly—and as-unscemly for-the parent to look upon, as it -
- -is unpleasant-for: her to know that tho monstet is lier own.
*T'here-are- thus.monsters-in- thio vegetable kingdom, as well asin’
-the- 1rmnoml and:rational: kmgdmn—lhcm lusus naturae, are encume-

_berors at-heat';: - oy-aro anly tolerated, and their existence is A source of -
s to all-concerned.

_anxiety: nd- dlslr
_But thero.aro. “Moxsters also in the Moran \\ ontp—a kind of thing -
-that-we very. oftén_meet in the shape’ -and form-in which Milton de-

- _scribes them—¢ Gorgons and ll)drns and Chiineras dire* and:pray,

what aro -these, lusus- Christians in-tho - Church1 Arc they not—if -

--wo-may-bo-allowed to- adopt technical. lnnguagc-—brcard:a. or mulli-

cardm—hlmguac, of Polyglossae ?

Thero aro monsters in tho moral world, and, truly, monstrous are they
indecd. "Thoy.are double- hearted—that -is,-they. havo a-heart: for- the
world, and a heart for Gad ;-or, rather, they “have a _mixed heart. A -
doublc-mmdcd man” is 2 monster. in the moral-world—that ig, he_is just -
inthe Church what a monster is in the irrational world—a sourco of an-
noyance; and vexation, 2 and. troublo to nll: who kuow-him and are con-
cerned with: lum-—ho docs no- good—but much -harm ;. ho is also ““un--
-atable in all hns ways,” 80 s'mh James=he occupicst] the room of 2 smglc- -
‘minded man; and whilo ﬁllmg hxs room, ho-is doing mischicf-—=for he is -
-cither grumbling or- growlmg in thie Church, or he-js: me-lulmg and
dcvourmg if out of it—so that-he may truly bo comparedto Pharoah's -
-cattle, @ a\wa)s devouring, and always lean? o never= thmcs in-tho -
-Church—he naver remains long cnough in.any. Clmrch to allow his soul-
to grow-fat, for- ho is unstablo in-ALL-his ways. His~ mind-is doublo—
“ho-is, thercforc, a_monster—a d\v'trf—:md hoe never- reaches matumy—-;
“ho-never- aitains perfection, but is. a- sourco “of. pcmotu'\l trouble-to tho-
_Church of Christ, and to every bchover who knows him ot -has any in-

<tercourso-with “him.

Thcro aro;-then,.the doublc-lonauerl monsters—>bilingual - lnpc:ls.—~
Thero is scarcely a “ No” in all- thc:r vocahul'\ry 1f-onc man says ¢ it
mms," thelr feply is—yes 3" another-says ¢ it fair— ye8;”- nnothor,_
«jt_snowa"— yes 3 “another, “ it-is- sunshino”—=¢yea.” This-class of
r_nB !=mon§icﬁ pray- and- “blaspheme-alternately-—quoto. scripture nnd
ne books in succession—bless- and curso with-the samo breath.— 7|,
fongucs aro at this moment dipped-in- honey, and-the next in-gall -
y- they ﬂnltcr, to-morrow -they- “back-bito - you—m thrs -moment -
you, t tho next they betray you—to-day they ery hail him; to-morrow ™
crucif) him. “ Out of the samo mouth procced blessing and cursing. My-f
-brethren, thcso ghmgs ought riot so to be”* -Suchis-a sx\mplo of moral~
monstrosity. Wt may hkcly reaumd tho subjeet, and point out tho evils-
-of tho double: -eye, &c., as such- cases aro not. found-in tho- world only, |:

but* aleo often in tho Churcb Z..

XMPRECATORY PSAL\IS

Commentators “have been. grcatly pcrplexed with - those Psalms in
which. Davrd prays for. curses on his enemics  Thisis cvident from tho :
numerous expositions “that have been given.of them, combined with thé
constant, ever-recurring foeling that tho real difficulty. has not boen met:
It has'l;geh comcnded for insmnco, thnt the Imprecntory Psalms are not -
_prayers but prcdrctione, not the oxpression “of a wish that ven;,eanco may”
overtake tho sinner, but a prophccy that _it- shall ;.and as if “conscious
that sich an mterpremtron did not in many eases- meet tho dnmculty, it
has’ bgeg further- allédged; -that if. the Psalins in question aro prayers,
they bclon‘gqtéian inferior dispensation, under .which the tolerant princi-
ples of tho Gospel ¥ wero not ‘recognised and acted upon. -But on investi--
gation’it will bo found that such-a broad distinction betwaen :ho Old and
Now Tcsmmonts does fot oxist; that thé essential principles of morahly

-and relrgxon aro permanent & nnd unchangeablo -and that tho prcecm dis- .

lon of this general: pnncrplc, we _find . tlm the doctrmo of -
samo through both dlspensauons, and that} pnssagcs,.
tho xmprccatory Psalms are found in the’
Y “the- most fcmful wocs u’

isthe developmem as woll as the fulﬁlhng of the past. Asan’

Clmr'\zm and Bathsaida, \\hcn i( is manifest” tlm our Lonl is not meroly-
“uttering 2 pmhclmn, but expressing 4 wish, that such calamitics-should.
-~comg: Mait.xi- 2021, -Paal,moved by-the. Holy.-Spirit; under.whoso:
direction-he -wrote, prays:that -tho-most: cxemplary- -vengeanco-might
-descend-on tho-head-of one of his_adver<aries. *“Alexander, the -cop-
~persmith, did=me-much-evil3-the. Lord reward him decording -to- Ius
watks i that-is; let-him be signally, punished.  2°Tim.civ. 14, And: in
~the book of Revelation: *the souls of them thiat-were slain-for lho word
- of God,” and-from whose bogoms every rovengeful-fecling is necc~s1n|y
- exeluded, cry_out-front under. ihe aliar, * How-=long,-0-Lord,-holy and
*True, dost thou not: -judgo-and :avenge. our Llood:om themi-that dwell on
“tho earth 7 Rev, vi. 100 *Those quotations-show that_the very-samo-
apirit-as to retribution-pervades both dispensations, and that_ conscqucmly
- the-prineiplo-on: which-we _justify-the inspired-writers,_in_praying. Jor
- vengeanco on their enemics must be: equally applicablo_to both the Old
_and Now- Festaments.

Tho Tmipreeatory Psaluts ntust not “be- explaiced as if they sanctioned”
"4 spirit of rovengé. -Such a spirit:is as: completely-opposed to the pro=-
_cepts and principles of the Old Testament, as it-is to tha Noew. * Thou
-ghalt:not avenge, not bear any grudge against the chlldren .of thy people,
bt thou shalt love thy ry:xghbour as - thyself. 'I’hou shalt not haté thy-
“brother in thy heart)” Leviticus xix. 17,. 18.  And so far was David-
_from cherishing a spirit of- rovenge, that when the Lord" twico put § Snul
“into hils power; ho spared tho lifo of his invoterate and malignant- foo;
nnd g0 tender.was his coniscience on this poiut;. that sc'lrcely had tie; ont
one occasion, cut off Saul’s skm, t1l bis licart smioto him:  Ho cyett ins
- vokes tho divine vengéance on his héad, if o had at dny tinie" chonshcd
-n spirit of revenge, 1t Thave rendered ovilto hint that-wag at: peacc
-with me,"-gays he, **or apoxled him- that. without causé was- -
=emyy let the enemy . persccuto-my “soul and “take -it, yea- let“him:tre
my lif¢ upon tho cartls, and lay. mine ‘honour in tho dust.” Tlio qucsuou
thcn recurs, On what-principlo. do.we Jusufy -David“in_prayiig for vene-
- geance, in almost every - variety- of form, -to  descéndon -tho-head of hia-
onemres? “Ho evidently does 80—

1: Beeauso ho-viows his encmies as rebels. against- God; and overy.
- Toyal_subject must_ wrsh and pray. that his-sovereign should bo victorious-
-over- his enemies, ¢ Dcstroy, thou, thom,_ 0:God ;.let thcm fall by
their.own counsels 3 cast them -out in:the: mulmudo of -the ',
~sions, for’ thoy have. rcbo‘lcd against_thee.” Tho sentimen
Psalmist teaches in this Psalm is, that the - laws of God-nccessarily exe-
" cuto themselves;-and.that every- sin umformly mﬂlcts its .own punmh-
“ment. Henco the \nckcd fall by their_own connsols ;- thoy.aro cast out, .
in the mulutudo of thelr tr'msgressrons, and conscquemly he it dcstruc-
~tion neéessarily flows from- thoir own. sinful action. It-is not, thercfore,
_neccasary. that God should-inflict ofi them_any- positivo punishment.in
- order-to therr destruction ;. he- -hag gnly to leave-them under-the flu-
- enco of | thmr transgressrons,rnnd the tcndency that sin’ “has to_p rpe nto
jtself, and tho worh is done.

~wero God, by somo spccu}l lglerposiuon, to cut tho _presont: eonnexion
that subsists between sin and holiness,- and work a contmual mimcle in
favour of impioty and irreligion:-and as sucha modo of proceduro would
sbliterate all the evidences of. his moral. government in - this world, -and
_givo occasion to the injurious reflection that_he is indifferent fo the cause.
~of trmh and holiness, David_proys that God. would mamfcat his aveng-
ing justice, Those who aro deseribod in this Psalin are incurably wick-
ed. “They" havo -rebelled against. theo." They aro -regarded _as the
avowed enemies of Jchovah, und tbcy ‘have mamfestly reached s _point.
“boyond which the morey of - ‘God-docs not-oxtend, and, therefore, David-
prays that God would justify his character as-tho righteousjudge of- all
the carth, by mukmg sin'its.own. pumshmont. Thoso-that persevero in
thelr-wickedness God - must pumsh by leaving - them undor the influence.
of their transgressxons, a8 well as by- positive lnﬂlcuons, and what. God-

docs and must do, that man not merely may, bt muat wish.

:."The punishment of tho wicked i desirable “when- it“inyolves the
‘doliverance of the. nghteous ‘The Seriptdre speaks of the heathén cithey
as bonefactors of the Israclites, or-as God’smmumemsm puhishmgthem

=for thoir’ nnqmues With respect to the former. relmon, God said to his
peqplc +T-will bless. them that bless thee,”:and in’ reference to the lmer,

.Assyna is styled tho rod of God'
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