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at greater purity ofhleart ; constantly dcsiring to, please God, and
be entirely devoted to him ; praying earnestly for the happiness
of the -whole hurnan race ; and doing every thing in his power
to promote it. When we attend his death-bed, we hear hitmi
with gratitude acknowledge the love *of his heavenly Father ; and
praise him for the nurnberless benefits he has rereived ln the
course of his earthly pilgrimage; with grief lamnent the iniqui-
tics and unprofitableness of lus past life; with humble joy ex-
press his hope of eternal blessedness, and his-desire to depart
and be with Christ, Nvhich is far better.

Let us return from this edifving scene,tothe splendid remains
of Edward Gibbon, Esq., the infidel. Thi'e4ie polish of man-
ners, and the enchanting brilliancy of style; 'may dlazzle a super-
ficiai observer ; but examine him by the standa:td*of moral rec-
titude and goodness, ai is lowv and men, defective and rotteni at
the core. There is nothinrg to be found but a vast assemblage of
selfl'islrness, vain glory, pride, desire of admiration, contempt of
the poor, and adulation of the rich-; no fear of God ; no regard
for the welfare of the human race. Hie is ail wrapped up in
self. As old age advarces upon hlm, he becomes more depress-
cd ; and when death is ir. sight, his great consolation consists in
calculating how man3 years lie inay yet probably liye. Not a
pious, nay. not a bânevoient, nor a digniied sentiment issues fromn
his lips. Hie leaps dismayed into the, dark abyss. Just before
his death, he -confessed that Ilwhen he considered ail worldly
things, they were ail fleeting; when he lookcd back they had
heen fleeting ý,and whcn lie looked forward, ail wvas dark and
doubtful."

Let auy man of judgment and impai'tiality now determine,
whether hie would prefer the life and death of a Christian, or of
an infidel. lie wvil1 fot accuse me of unfair dcaling, for 1 have
flot taken a man out of the -obscure mass of the votaries of infi-
delity, but have selected one of its moût famous champions, and
have formed my judgment of hi m, not from the pen of an aýdver-
sary, but from his xvarmest admirer-hiz Self.
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llow transcendentiy kind and excellent is the work of the H-oly Spirit in
glorifying Christ, .in advocating his cause, and in affording to men such a
gracions confirmation of that testîmony, -%hich, wvhen believed, puts them
ln possession of the most certain, cheering. end animating hope-the hope
of immortality andeterna] life! Iloi diverse its gis and operations ! This-
persecuting Jew, la a moment, 13 converted, nlot only to the christian fdith,
but becomes hinself the s0ject of its powers, the temple of its residence.


