
L(i U TUE CAIiÀDIAN DAY-STARt.

That whieh is born of' the flcsh is ficsh (or ileshly), and that whioh
is born of the spirit is spirit" (or spiritual.) '] lic new birth, or
the conversion of the seul to God, is a grcat change-a change
from dairkncss to lighlt, frorn dcath to 111e, from bondage to liber-
ty. Pear reader, if' you have not experienccd this great, this
radical change in your views, your state, your relations, your
f(,elings, your character, corne, O corne to the co.nclusion that you
uocd te, bc born again. You nieed to be borui, not of bloud, nor
of the will of theïfish, nor of the will of mien btit of God. You
need to be horn of the Spir-it,-this is nccssary, for hie who, has
the governnient of' the kingdom on his shioulder, and the keys of
that kingdorn hanging at his ,irdle,-wllo opcncth and ne mail
shutteth, whio shlutteth and ne man openeth, lias said, Il exccpt a
man bchor of water and of the spirit lie cannot enter into the
kingdoin of God."

'l lie language which our Lord here crnploys clcarly shows us
that reg-eneration, or the new creation, does net conbist in a
physical change, but is moral in its nuttrc. le net only teache%
us thc nature and the nccessity of the new birth, hie also teaches
us, and that vcry explicitly, the 7ncecssity of thte Jluly Spirit's agency
in c.ffecting it.

l'hat the ageney of the lioly Spirit is indispcnsably necessary
in rcgencration is abundantly evident frein mnany portions of the
word of God. Wve shalh net spend tirne quoting seripture to prove
this important doctrine. We wislh to caîl the reader's attention
speeially te the words of our Lord already quotcd,-"Exeept a
man ho born of water, and of the spirit, lie cannot enter into the
kîngdorn of God."

Various vicws hiave been taken of this interesting and important
passage. 1Many suppose that when our Lord said IlExcept a
man be bora of water, " that ho rmcant by water the word of &rod,
or the Gospel. ihat regeneration is ascrihed, in seripture te the
truth is abundantly evident. It is aIse indisputable that the
word of G-od, or the convertino' instrument is designated water.
For oxample, in Isaiah Iv. 1. Il Hoe, every one that thirsteth, corne
ye te the waters, and hoe that hath ne inoney; corne ye, buy, and
eat: yca, corne, buy wine and rnilk without rnoney and without
prico." AIse 11ev, xxii 17: IlAnd the spirit andthe bride say,
corne. And lot hirn that is athirst cerne. And whosoever wiIl,
lot him take the water of hile freely." rThe language is figurative,
but it is significant and expressive. The -word of God is water,


