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own eycs for ],%,n-as the Galatiatns would
Once have done for Paul. But by and by
a root of bitterness sprang up and mnny
ivere defiled. The first trouble arose frein
a number of young people reading, secretiy,
obscone books. The fueL was made known
te BDIVÂI1DS. He preuched on the subject.
lie called a -ongregational meeting and
took every possible step, according te tise
Congregationulist systeni, te counteract the
cvii and te discipline the guilty, but hie was
opposed ivith miglit and main by mest of
tise people, and bis attempt te purify tise
Chiurci -%vas a disastrous failure. WVc do
net think that the resuit woul' have beon
the sanie hnd the pastor heen backed by an
able and judicieus Kirk,-Session, and by a
]?resbytcry.

The second and most serions trouble
broke eut six years afterwards. STODDARD,
the minister who prccded Edwards in,
Northampton, held the opinion thut it wvas
thse duty ef unconverted persous te parrieke
ef tIse Lord's Supper-that they hua the
riglit te do se though they knew they hiad
no truc geedness, or faith in Christ, or gos-
pel-helincss. This notion prcvailcdl widcly
in Newv England, and the practice of muny
churches wvas regulistedl in accordunco with
iL. Edwards wvas fer sema time practica.lly
undecided on the point, aithough bis views
were unfavourisblc te those of Steddard.
Heowever, ho ;vas led. at length, uftcr close
investigation, te the scttled conviction tbat
noue but thoso iwho make a credible profes-
sion of Christianity-who in thse judgmcnt
of charity, arc true, friends of Jesus Christ,
have a right te sit ut thse Lord's table.
Edwards wasnfot a ma that would con-
ceali what ho ivus certain te, be God's trutîs.
He made known his sentiments te his pco-
pic vcry modestly, and wns careful net te
excitc their prejudices. 1Patiently, calmly
and mceklyho rensoned ivith those whio
held tIse Stoddard opinion. But the people
met hum witli instant and leud clameur for

hbis disusissal. Nething short of getting rid
of hum would satisfy thegni. Thoy rcsisted
cvcry attempt ut pence, and yehcmently
souglît te' muke thio sepçtration betwecn
theinselves und tiseïr pgster painful and
speedy. He published bis reusens for his
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views, but te cengregatien would net even
rend thoin. He askced leavc of the -"lead-
ors" or Ildoacons" toecxpound làs views te
thein in lectures in the church, but Icave
was rcfuscd. H1e uskcd te submit to e cih.
beuring ministers tIse question, whletlcr it
w-as reasonable that lio should be uiioe'd
te bc hourd frein the puipit on the niatter,
but this aise wns denied humi.

It ivas thon ngrced te eaUl n mutui.l ceeu-.
cil; but it wvns witli the greatest diffi.
culty that Edwvard.4 obtaiued pernîiiun te
select tvo, eut of twelve Nviso, Nvert lii.y Io
bc unprejudiced uguinst hM. TIse people
werc in a ferment, and Edwuards thieughîs
that n couincil should net bc callcd Ciii tilcy
should cool down somcivhat; bat thle peu-
ple wvouid brook ne dclny. The council
was lield, and by a majerity of eue, dccidlcd
that Edwards should be dismissed, if the
people persisted in desiring te geL rid of
him. The people thon voed twvo huudrcd
ugninst twcnty for bis instant diâmisa.

Aimer ail this cruel trcatment se much
did hoe love the people thut hoestili prencicd
in Isis eld Church wlieuever there was ne
other snipply. But lis enemies objccted
aven te *.his, and the Ilcommittee" at last
forbude bis euteriLg iet tIse paipit; and
wlhen thoy could get ne ministcr te stipîiiy
theni, they uîcd te cenduct the meeting
theimselves. Thus Nvas Edwvurds trcatcd by
bis congregation aftor twcnty-four ycars of
faithful and fruitful labeur among tihcm.
Hoe had wvsitten for :iîcm, preaclied fur dhen
(somae ef the noblost sermons in existence;
lie 1 ad agenized for thons in ton thousand
prayers ; but thcy 110w almost unanimousy
"lthrust hum eut from, among theni, stop-
ping their cars and running upea, hum with
fmrieus zeal," net wviliing te give huma fair
henring or a fuir trial, speuking cvii and
bitter tbings against bim, and ntterly rck-
loss of the condition of poerty te which
tbey rcdaced an old ma wvith a large and
dependent famiiy.

Frionds in Scotland who knew hisposi-
tien and uppreciated bis Nyorth, joitced
ivith somal people in bis own congregaio,
te render timely assistance. In a short
tise lie was appeinted te tise Indian IL
sien ut S tockbridge, and by aud by hoe We5


