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his native land—there to renew former
acquaintanee, and rejoin his children, that
have been so long separate from parental
oversight.

By the latest correspondence, {March
24th) we leurn that he had reached Mcl-
dourne in his homeward voyage; and that,
after enjoying sweet feRowship with out-
going missionaries, and many opportuniticg
of commending the Mission to the favour of
the Australian Churches, he had taken
passage in  a sailing vessel for Liver-
pool. He advisedly preferred this con-
veyance, which he anticipated would oc.
eupy about 80 or 90 days, with the view
of recruiting his health by the retirement
and rest of a lengthencd voyage. In the
passage from the Islands to Austmlia,jt
pleased the all-wise and all-gracious Provi-
dence of that Jehovah, whose way is in the
sca—whose path is in the waters—and
whose footsteps are not knowni—to take
from our bcloved friends their youngest
son, a child of  bust health and of most
winning manners, after a few days’ illness.
The sympathics of the Charch at large
will no doubt find free expression at this
sad taleof bereavement ; and if the affiicted
parents can find any consolation in the
fact that many Christian hearts have wept
with them, this consolation is at hand in
large measure. Another trying dispensa-
tion has befallen the Mission family in
the unexpected illness of Lathella’s wife in
Melbourne, whither they had Loth come
with a view to accompany them to Nova
Seotia. On medical consultation, it was
found necessary to order the return, to the
Islands, of both the chicf and his wife. Tke
disappointment thus occasioned will be
felt keenly by the Church net more than by
Mr. and Mrs. Geddie, who had promiscd
themselves much comfort in the company
of these highly interesting, and intelligent
converts. To have scen, side by side with
-our vencrated missionary in Church Courts,
on the platform, or in the social circle,
one of the elders, and the principal chicf
of Aneiteum, would have made the hcarts
©f us all leap for joy. But when we reflect
that Mr. Inglis’ anxieties werc greatly ex-
<ited by Williamu’s sickuess, and the re-

tarn of the whole party much and painfully
hastened thereby, our regret for Lathelln’s
return should be greatly abated, if nos
wholly removed. It will be, of course, for
this Syned to determine how long Mr.
Geddie shall remain in Nova Scotia, and
how Tie shall he employed during his stay.
Your Board, however, would earnestly conn-
sel o lengthened period of home residence,
for Mir. and Mrs. Geddie, to recrait bedy and
mind from the incessant lahours, the wear
and tear of sixteen years active missionary
life, and well nigh eciphteen years’ absence
from Nova Scotia. The advantage of giv-
ing some Synodical deliverance on the
period to be spent at home, but still more
as to the manner in which the mission-
ary’s time is to he occupied, at once, willhe
apparent when it is remembered that every
section of the Church, and cach Congrega-
tion will very anxionsly anticipate a courss
of almost honsehold visitation,from their first
and most successfal missionary. I ample
time be not allowed for this general visita-
tion, his return to Nova Scotia will beno
scason of retirement, and his physical ener-
gies will not be restored. Mereover, the
work of tramslating the Secriptures, in
which Mr. Geddie has all along beea
chicfly employed, may go forward in this
country almost 25 well as at Aneiteum.
CONCLUBION.

In conclusion, let us contemplate the
cheering prospects opening en our out-
going missionaries. Iirromanga rises to
view, with its band of native teachers and
200 sttendants on their Sabbath services:
while the crmel instigator of Mr. Gordon’s
murder is seen, now pleading for his life,
and fain te flecc to a distant part of the
Island from the dreaded vengeance of the
Christian party. We sce, also, Sandwich
Island or Fate, with its tceming popula-
tion, and still mere with its infant Church,
-~the fruit of the self-denying laboars of
native teachers, now wuiting to welcome
& missionary to a Christian home and
highly promising ficld of wscfalness.
Tanna, too, may he discerncd, displaying
that repentant spirit which will, in due
eeason, win back the missionary lahour it
onee threw from its bosom in the wildness




