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tract with any natives of the Northern
New Hebrides, and Banks, and Solomon
Islands. I doubt if any one of these tra-
ders can speak half & dozen words in_any
of the dinleets of those islands; and Iam
sure thad the very idea of a contraet can-
not be nuule intelligible to a native of those
islands without & very full power of com-
munication readily with him. More than
sen natives of Mota Island have been ab-
sent now nearly three years. The trader
made a contract with them by holding up
three fingers.  They thought that three
suns or moons were signified. Irobabl

he was very willing that they should think
50, but he thonght of at least three years.

Something has been said about the bene-
fit to the islanders by bringing them into
contact with civilization. What kind of
civilization they may sce on the plantations
I do not know, for I have not visited them;
aeither can I say that I have seen many
natives who have been returned to their
homes, from whose conduct I may judge
of the effects of their “contact with civili-
zation.” ‘Fhe reason is simple. Out of
400 or 500 Banks. Islanders who have been
raken away, I have not heard of, much less
secn, one-tenth of that number brought
back.

But there is no instaunce that I can re-
member of any one of these natives exhi-
biting on his 1sland any proof of his hav-
ing received any benefit from his “contact
with civilization,” much less ~{ his confer-
ing any benefit on his people. The few
that have been brought back to the Banks
Island bear a bad character among their
own people.

But 1 am not now concerned with the
treatment of these islanders on the plunta-
tions, nor with the effeet of their inter-
coursc with white men or upon themsclves
or their people.

The African slave-trade was put down as
a thing evil in itself, o disgrace to huma-
nity, and a practical repudiation of Chris-
tianity. People did not stop to cenguire
further. It was enough that men were sto-
len from their homes, and taken away by
force.

There is no check at present upon the
traders engaged in procuring “labourers”
for Queensland and Fiji. Many of these
men, whether they ave techuically and
legally slavers or not, arc acting in the spi-
rit of slavers,  Sir William Manning ad-
mitted in the Daphne case that * this sys-
tem of so-called emigration is likely to de-
generate, and probabTy sometimes has dege-
nerated into a practice approaching o slave
trade, and pcrgaps actunlly amounting to
it” It is indeed a mockery to speak of it
s a systemn of emigration.

A.mosr,impartialf and dispassionate wri-
wr in Blackwood’s Magazine, who had
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' spent somo time in sailing among these

islands, and had twice visited ¥iji, speaks
of the “nefarious nature of many of the
transactions of the masters of vessels sent
to procure labourers for the Queensland
and Fiji plantations, which have undoubt-
cdly, in not a few instances, been nothing
less than kidnapping.” I leave the state-
ments of some of our scholars to speak for
themselves, But I know that throughout
the Northern New Hebrides and the Bunks
Islands deeeptions and violence are fre-
quently practised. I kumow the lawless
chavacter and the lawless conduct of per-
sons now engaged in the trade whose names
I aun not at liberty todivulge. One person
writes to me mentioning by name four ves-
sels concerned: in carrymg on ‘‘rough
work” with the New IHebrides natives.
“You kuow,” he says, “that .these men
have no seruples of conscience, and, so
long as they make money, are perfeetly
dead to any code of laws, human or divine.
I tell you of this, he adds, confidentially,
as I l’x,nvc only had the information as a
friend, and inform you for your own pro-
tection when amongst the islands.”

A captain of a whale-ship writes to me:
“ The natives of these islands would cowe
off in former years, bringing such articles
of trade as their islauds afford, for which
we paid them with hatchets, tobacco, tish-
hoo,l]:s, etc. They trusted us, and we trust-
ed them. At times our decks were crowd-
ed. 'This, when slaving commenced, was
all to the slaver’s advantage, for the na-
tives were easily enticed below, the hatches
put on, and the vessel was off. Now, no
natives come on board the whale-ships, and
we, in our turn, dave not land. Again, we
used to earry people from one island to the
other when they wished it, and they would
give us hogs and other articles. This also
has been taken advantage of, and the na-
tives carried into slavery instead of home.
Should we be wrecked our lives must go
for those that have been stolen, aud the na-
tives will be condemned for being blood-
thirsty, ete., and yet what will the natives
have done? Not certainly right, but no
more than what civilized people have done
in many cases. I hear that they use your
name to decoy natives from their islands,
and I also heard from good authority that
they inquire very particularly of the where-
abouts of the Southern Cross.”

We experience to some extent the evil
effects of this traffic which has been de-
scribed in the last cxtract. In many
i-lands where we were already on the mosg
friendly terms with the people, we are now
obliged to bo cauntious, Unless we are so.
well known as to be thoroughly trusted, we -
have to begin again to some extent the task
of disabusing their mind of the natural
suspicion aud distrust which these “nefa-



