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tract wvith any natives eof the Nortliorn
Newv lIIehrides, and B3anks, and Soloinon
Islands. I doubit if any oue of tlhesc tra-
dors cari speak, hiait a <tozen words in any
of the diaiccts et' those islantis; andi I arn
siure that' tte vcry idea et' a contmet ean-
net bo avtie intelligý-ible to a native etf those
isiantis withont a verv fulil powcer of coin-
îanieatioîî rcadily ivith huan. More titan
~en natives eof Lltit Islandi have boon ah-
sent noiv neariy tltrec vears. The trader
tuade a contract 'viti tuecnt by holding up
tlirec lingers. lhey thouglît that thre
stins or moons iwore signifieti. I'robabl~
hie was vcry wiiiing thlit thcy shouild thia
so, but hie ilionglit of rit least thrce yoars;.

Soliletingii lias beru said about the belle-
lit te the ishînders bi briuiging thcm into
contact with civilization. WVhat kini et'
civilization, thcy maîy sec on the plantations
1 do flot know, for 1 have net vibitoti tîoin ;
neithier eau 1 8ay that 1 have seen înnny
natives whlo have been retuirniet te their
homes, fron whese conduct 1 niay judge
of dihe effects of their "contact with civili-
zatiou." 'rTe reason is sitmple. Ont et'
400 or 500 Batiks. Islanders %w ho have boon
taken away, 1 have net hecard of, nîuch Ics-i
scen, ene-tonth of that numbor brought
back.

Buit thoro is ne instance that I can re-
metuber et' any one ef' these natives exlii-
biting on itis island auy proef et' his ltav-
ing recoived any honetit front bis "'contact
ivith civilization," xnnch iesni is confiýr-
ing any bonclit. on bis poople. The t'ew
that have heem hreughit back te the B3anks
Island bear a baci charactcr among titoir
etyn J>OupiC.

But 1 arn net now cencernoed vitlt tite
troatnîîtt ot' ttose, islanders on the planta-
tions, ner witî thc elffct et' thoir inter-
courze witit white men or upon theinset vos
or tîtoir people.

Thie.African siave-trade wvas put dowvn as
à thing cvii in itself, a disgraco te ua
nity, and a practical repudiatien ef' Chris-
tianity. 1Pcolo did net stop te, enquire
fuîrther. It ivas oniougý,h that men ivore ste-
]en fruta thecir homos, andi takon away by
force.

There is ne check nt present upon the
traders engagcd in procaring Illabourors"
fur Quectasiand andi Fiji. Maîîy et' tioe
men, %viieiuer tiîay are tecltikaily anti
lcgaliy siavurs or net, are acting ia the spi-

t of siv-rs. Sir William R~anninug ad-
utitte<l it t l)mphne case that Il titis sy-s-
tom et' so-calieti etni'ration is iikely te de-
generato, andi probab'y settietirnes lias dog-e-
aRmted inte a p racti"" approaching a slave
trado, anti perhaps, actinaliy amounting te
i." It is indeod a moekery te spoak et' it

as. systemno eomigyratien.
A mnost impartial antI dispassionate wri-

tér in Blackwood's Magazine, %who hati

spont some time it saiiing ameng thiese
isiands, andi liaci twvice visiteti Fiji, speaks
of' tire Ilnefariotîs nature et' inany eof the
transactions et' the masters et' vesseis sont
te procure labourers for tlic Qtueensland
tut d Fiji plantations, whielî have undoubt-
odly, iu net a fou' instances, boon nothing
loss titan kýidnapping." I batve flic state-
moins of sentie eof our schohtrs te speak for
thiersolves. Blut I know that throughout,
the Northiern New Ilebrides andi the l3atks
Islands decoptions andi violence are fro-
qîtcntly practisoti. I know the lawles!l
chIaractor and tlic laivlcss cotdîtct et por-
sens nowv ongagcd iu the trade whoso nnines
1 uam net ri liberty te divîtîge. Que porsuat
writes te nue mcntiening by naine Jeur vos-
sols coucertii tn carrylnir on "«rougît
work" wit4t the New Ilobridos natives.
",Yent knov," lie3 gays, Ilth At .these mcii
htave no sertiplos et' consciece, anti, se
long as they mako money, aim pert'cctly
dend te any code eof laws, hiumait or divine.
1 tell yen et' this, lie atdda, c.onfidentialiy,
as 1 have oiy liat the informîationî as a
friond, and iniiirrn yeîî for your own pro-
tection win amongst tire islantis.>

A captitin et' a wviale-ship writos te me:
"The natives of those ishîntis would coe

off in former ycars, brigînig such articles
et' trade as tîxoir isianids afl'erd, for îvhich
ive nyid, tiîer witli liatchets, tebacce, Iish-
io Ks, etc. 'rhey trusted tus, andi ive trust-
cd thoni. At thiios our <tecks wcre crowd-
oti. Thtis. vhor, slaying commonccd, wvas
ail te the slavcr's ativautago, for the na-
tives ivore casily entiet below, the liatches
pttt on, aud the vestel wvas oi. Now, ne
n1atives cerne on board the whalo-ships, and
WCe, ln our turu, tiare net lanîd. Again, we
usod te, carry people front eue isiatît te the
othor when ihoy ivisli it, andi the- ivuld,
give ils hîop. anti other articles. 'l'his also
bas bocti takon ativantage eof, anti the na-
tives carrioti inte slavery insteai et' home.
Sîtoi ive ho wrecked our lives must go
for titese that have boon stolen, andi the na-
tives ivili bc tondemitet for boing blooti-
thirsty, etc., anti yet ivîit wiil the natives
have donc?1 Net certainly right, but ne
more titan iwhat civilizeti people have doue
ia mauv cases. I hoar <bat the' lise yeur
ame te decey natives from their islantis,

andi I aise heard f'ront good auotority that
:hey inquire, very particîîiarly et' thc whiere-
abouts et' thi Soutlher-a Cross."

WVc oxperionce te sote extent the cvii
offeets ef titis trafice which lias been de-
scriboti in the lust e-xtract. Ia many-
i -lands whorc we were alroatiy on the mest
friendiy termas with the people, we are now
obligcd te ho cautions, Unless wve are so.
uveil k-nown as te o tboreughly trustoti, we
have te begin again te seme oxtont the task
et' disubusing their mmnd et' the maturai
suspicion and distrust whicli these '<nefa-
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