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.Aleander and the Africans.

On lus way to comiquier the world, Alexander, thc Mlace-
donilan, reaclie( a counîtry in Africa wliere the people, sepa-
ratcd f ronm the rcst of tue world, dwelt pcaccfuiiy in lîutp, and
kncw iotluing of wars amîd comîqucrors. Alexander wvas led
:nîto the presence of the rîmier of this pcople, wiio reccived
lîlîmu losîiit>îbiy. 'fli rier placed liefore lîim dates, figs, and
bread, but ail of gold.

Dmo you cat gold lîcre?" asked Alexander.
1 put it belore yom," rcplied tIme riler, 49because you

have noîîrislîing food in your owri country', aîîd coul(l not
have conie Iire to scek it."

icVour gold did iîot entice me liere," repiied Alexander,
bîut I wouild learn ycur ctistoms."

ci ndecd 1" replied bue otiier; bliehn stay witiî lis as long
as you Witt."

Whiitc they wcre convcrsiuîg, two citizeiîs caine to ask for
judgîient.

'fli pialntifl said 1i bouglit a lîlece of lmnd of timis man,
and iii digging it I have fouid a treasure. 'fhis la not minme;
1 only pumîclased time land, andi fot flic treasmîres which were
hiuiriem in it; but still lie froin w'honi I bouiglît it will not
reccive it backl."'

'fli defemidant aiiswered: tg 1 am not as conscientiouis as
îny fellow.citizen. 1 sohi tie lanîd and ail tlint it containcd,
and, therefore, bue treasure."1

'rue jidge tepeateul thcir wvords, tInt lie iiiglit bc certa*n
lic -hîadl îudrstood the case, and mfter sonie reflection lie
said said : cc You have a son, nly friemîc, have voit fot?"I

99 ycs."
iAnd you have a dauîglîter V'

eWeli, your son shall marry lus daugliber, Piull Uic trea-
sure simmli bie given to time pair for a miarriage piortioni.'«

Alexander apîîeîred suirprised.
Is mi' decision iiunriglIiteouis?" aslcd tue iiler.

"Ohi, mm," rr.pliid Alexanider: -cbut It stilirisýes ime.l
c low wvoiid tic case have been scttied in yourcouintryT'
l'To tell Uic truti,*' answered Alexander, "ime bw- io in

%would have beemu put under plaid, and time treasure seized for

F9Jor thc lin-,?" nskcd tle ruiler, ln astonishmînent.
4t ocs tIe suri slîine lu your country V"

tg O1h, ycs.'ý
l) ocs- it raimi Ihere ?

8Cetrtztitilv."
",Siiiguhar h aie Ihere tanie, grass-eýatiuig animaislucre ?"
"0 f iîîany kinds.",
"'rIhen,' said the rider, ":it muust bie on accounit of tmese

inniocent aminalr, thnt the al-good Bcing aiouv:s time sun 10,
siine and tic miii Io fail. Voni mcn do not deserve it."

'WONDEFtFUL TESTS.

Ilow Ptoi-s.F. CA% BIISATHE A\t> LmvF iN Noxmors OAsEs.

Mr. Flumess lias recentlygiven ah, Portsmoumth, before ofliccrs
of the Adiirnitv, ami xiitomi ofimisncw diving druss and ap-
paratus for enabiing persmns te live and work, la noxious gases.
A diving drcss and liut are oniy uscd by Mr. Flcuiss for
tIc sa.Ike of %vnrmth anti personni comfort when bu>how lime
wvater, neither hein; inii any wvny nece-ssa.ry to enable lmi to
breathe. Fle cardes belougý witi Ilmr thu ràw mateniai of life,
ln ltme shape of a suppiy of conccntrated oxygeuu contai ncd la
a smnail reservoir or tenk, wiiicii lie siings over lus shonider
like a knaps.ick. At cvcry respîiration lie draws from ]lis
stock by mnuts of a tube and nioutimpiece; time cxlauusted gas,
afler being strainied thîrougli a spoiîge lsaturnted %vitii caustic
soda, returus bo rcpicnisi tue tank, the impure ingredients
aione being penunittcd to escape. In tiis way tliqsdivcr eau
rernain under wvater for three louis, and can lienetrate iabo
situatiuons -wlich arc impossible te lime ordinary diver, wlio is
comlpeiied to din g a lengtliening pipe nt ever)' stop, and 15
aivinys liable te the danger of getting entangied with the
mens whlicli supply him; 'wih air. Mr. Fleuss descended
into the Stenni Basin, whiich le traversed frein end to end
witholit experiencing any difhlcuhty, ciller as regards loco-
motion or breathing. On the following day le demoastrated
bis ability to work la smoke and poisonous gases. Thc lest
on this occasion iras a rcniarkabiy severe one- A fire, ias

kindlcd in the wvastehouse with all kinds of dockyard refuse,
the anioke given off being of the denset and xnost pufigent
description. Mr. Fleuiss carried the samne magazine with
him uis before, but divcstcd himself of the diving-dress, his
only protection being a'pîîir of gogglus whicli covered bis eyes
and fitted tighilv upSi his nustrils. Tlius armed and pro-
-vided lie ezitcred the umoke, in whicli lie was willing to ro-
main an lîotr or more, but at the end of haif an lieur lie was
dcsired to corne out, as it wvas considered if lic could romain
iii the midst of sucli fumes for that lcngtli of time, al longer
trial wvas superfluous. On cmerging M'r. Fleuss was apparent-
13' as fresli as when lie begam.-[Proin a London Letter.J

Mother Oaroy's Ohiokens.

The storny petrel. linoa'n to sailors as tlié Mother Carey's
dhicken, is Iiated liv themi after a most illogical manner bce-
cauise it foretells an approaching storm, and, therefore, by a
curioms procei.s of reasoning, ils taken for its cause.

Th'is bird, says Woods' Natural llistory, lias long been
colebrated for the manner in whidhi it piasses over tIc waves,
pattering wvitl its webbed feet and flapping its wings s0 as to,
keep itself just above the surface. It thus traverses tIc
ocean %vitli wonderful ease, the billows roili:ig beneath its
feet and passing away under the bird witliout in the toast
disturbing it. It is mostiy on the move iu ivindy weatlier,
because the marine cre2atures are tlung to the surface by tlie
cliopping waves, and can lie easily picked up as, the bird
imursues its course. It feeds on the 11111e fisb, crustaceans,
and moilusks whicli arc found iu abundance on thc surface
of the sea, especially on the floating masses of algie, and wifl
for days keep pace witiî a slip for thc purpose of picking up
thie refuse food thrown overboard. Indeed, to throw the
garbage of fisli imito tlie sena is a tolerably certain metliod of
attracting tlmese iîirds, whio arc sharp-sigltcd,and. seldorn fait
to, perceive an3* thing catable.

It is blievcd timat tic petrel docs imot dive. 'fli word
petrel is given to the bird ou account of its poivcrs of wva1k-
imm- ou tic m'iter, as is relatcd of St. Peter. lt does flot fre-
qucut land, except during the breeding scason, and can re-
poce on the surface of the ocean, scttling itscif jiist at tlie
mean level of the waves, and rising and falling quietly iili
Uic swell. Thei petrel lrecds on the northcrn coasts of Emig-
land, laying a wvbitc egg iii some convenicat reccss, a rabbit
burroiw bcing oftcn employcd for Uic purpose.

Tis bird possesses a sinigular amount, of oil, and las tle
power of throwing it from thc moiitl wbcan terrified. It is
said tInt buis oil, whicli is very purc, it; co!leced largely la
St Iiilda by catching the bird on its cgg.. wliere it sits very
closeiy, and n-aking it disgorgc the oil into a vessel. 'fli
bird is tIen reieascd, and another tak-en. Tlie inlabitants
of tIc Faroc Islands makie a curious use of this bird wliea
young ar.d very fat, by simply clrawing a wick Ilirougli the
body and liglitimg it at thc cmid whicli projeets fromn the beak.
This unique lamp will bliri for a considerable period.

Sometimnes thc peiotrc appears la flocks, and lias been
driven soutliwards by violent storms, somle haviug been shot
on the Tiiamcs, others in Oxfordshirc, and some acar B3ir-
miîîgliamn. TIc gencrai color of this bird is sooty black, and
tIc outer cige of tIc tertiais and the uppcr tait coverts arc
wvhite. Its icngtli is bareiy six iuches.

.Asbestos.

Asbestos-fromn a Greek word nieauing inconsumable-is
a variety of thc hornblende group of minerais, and tle dhemi-
cal composition of the wvhole family is chiefly silica, niagnesia,
alulmina. and ferrons oxide; but the qualities vsiry widely.
ln colour it is usualiy from white 10 grey and gîeen-somc-
times yeiiow, wlien irnpregmîated witli iroa-witli fine crys-
talline flexible fibres of silky lustre, feels soraewhat oily to
the touch, aithougl inl its native stite il is littie suggestive
of the use for which it may bo mnade available as thc rougit
iron ore 15 of a chronometer. A few years ago asbestos was
supposed to be very rare; but, siace Iliere las been a demand
for it lu considerable quantities, ncw sources of supply have
been opened up, and it is now found ia many parts of Europe
and Amnerica.


