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seeing mouths which, in consequence of having heen for a long time
without teeth, have undergone changes that make the insertion of
satisfactory substitutes very donbtful ! That the wearing of plates
lessens these changes can searcely be doubted @ but that they generally
continue in some degree, even with the use of plates, seems to me
equally bevond doubt.  There probably arve exceptions, but I do not
remember ever seeing a plate that had been worn from five to ten
years that fitted as tightly as a new plate ought to.  If, then, theve

" become unalterable, how long is it

is no time when the ¢ gams’
necessary to wait to avoid the consequences of rapid change! I have
no exact data from which to determine this point definitely, but
probably every dentist of experience has observed numerous instances
where temporary sets, inserted in from two to four weeks after ex-
traction, were worn vear after yew,—in some cases, to he sure, after
they ceased to be comfortable, but in other eases where thev con-
tinued quite satisfietory.  No often have the pesple ohserved this
that, where the foolish practice of inserting temporary sets for a meve
nominal sum stili obtains, patients frequently expect from the first
to eseape the expense of a permanent set. M a set of teeth, no
matter when inserted, is useful a vear after extraction and afterward
becomes useless, it is evident that the trouble arises in part from
changes occeurring more than a year after extraction. My general
observation has Il me to belieye that, cerdinarily, rapid changes do
not continue hevond three or four months after extraction, and con-
sequensly that it is suflicient time to wait for the insertion of per-
manent sets,

Auotler important question is, How Img do permanent sets of
avtificial teeth on an average last 1 The question is of practical im-
portance, as having a hearing upon an evil cherished by many in and
ot of the profession—namely, that of neglecting or  sacrificing
natural teeth for artifictal.  Persans freguently neglect their natural
teeth, on the supposition that it will cost them much less to have them
removed and artiticial ones substituted than to have them preserved.
While this supposition may be correct in some cases, still, it is evi-
deutly based upon the fuse consumption that if once an artificial set
is secured there will be no further expense while they live.  In fact,
a Tady told me once that a dentist had insured her gold set for her
lifetime ; and, if I remember rightly, he had made her the sccond
set on gold; and later, rubber came to his relief and was used for a
third set, he taking the gold. Webster, says: ¢ Permanent is



