108

A AP B =

Burat Dechitecture. |
== . : out its own special attractions. Wo sllude to rustic

Rustic Work, 3

!

To raise the largest crops, to breed the finevt stk
and in short {0 make the most money out of his land. f

should not be the sole aim of the tumer.  Leaving
ont of the question the bighest interestz, there me
“

!
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minor considerations which he canpot ignrre and
neglect without lesing much of the adrantize and
pleasure which kis position both elrims amd puts

within bis reach. Among those objects of scarrely ; of excellent taste and great ingenuity, who had with

secomslary importance, to which he aughi b1 rive Jue
regard, ig the attractiveness of his home.  ‘This is not
the unimportant matter that it might on fiest thought
appesr. For his own sake, and to promote the healthy

tone of his own mind and heart, it is well 1o surround

j this graceful and aatural though primitive style of
j ornaent. Une uf the most Jovely rural homes we

bis dwelling with all the charm that he can give it
but if belave young peopla about bim, it is cspecially
desirable that be shonld make their home as pleasing
and aftractive as possible. The more interest these
Foung spirils can learn to fuel in the homestead, the
less tempted will {hey be o forsake conatry for city

12 ’
where, amid less safe and ipnocent scenes, The love
of bome ig the nurse of virtue, and (hal parent is
neither faithful nor wise who does not most earnestly
scek by every means in his power to foster this
principle in the hearts of his children. Even if the
embellisbment of home and its surroundings must
needs cost money, the prudent expenditure of some
portion of tho earnings, for 1his purpose would be
money well 1aid out, though he returns conld not be
cstimated by commercial arithmetis. But the cost of
home adorament is often quite an imaginary or exag-
geraled objection. The exercise of ingenuity and
taste, with the neceasary allotment of some Jittle time
and labour, will often do more to adern 2 place than
could Ls accomplished By o lavish oxpenditure of
money ; and thero is one way in which a great deal
can be most effectively dono to sccuro this cad by
almgst every farmor, aad which is peculiarly adapled,
and indeed I8 only fitied, for rural dwcllings. Itis a
mode of embellishment especially suvited for (ho re-
tired oand sequestered situation of fatm houses;
which shonld bave s character of their own, and
ghould not remind ono cither of {orwn houses or villa
residences, but shoald have a quiet, peaceful, wel-
coming air about them.- should be cmphbaucally

homes.  The style of rural architecture, in favour of

THE CANADA TFARMER.

which we would say a word, may neither bo classieal
nor gotlic, but it is peculistly-homely, and not with-

worl ; and though wo are well aware that under this
name there ars, hundreds of fantastical, clumsy, and
altogetber woribless structures, yet we can also call
to mind many charming abodes that owe their pictu-
resipue beanty entirely to a judicious empleyment of

ever saw was the residence of a good minister, a man

fus unn bands. and with the most trifling outlay of
mouey—for. like most of hig fraternity, e was poor—
converted what had been o most plainand unativact-
ive dwelling intoa pictare of beauty that was the ad-
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miration of every beholder.  Xis success was duc o
a tasteful combination of rustic work ard landscape
gavdening, and all within tho compass of a compara-
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lively smalt plot of groond. A free use was made of
climbing plants and other natural adornments, but
the great charm was owing to the perfeci harmony of
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everything abont the place.  Verundah, porches, m
bors, garden roals, fonces, gates, &e., wereall in per-
fect keeping with cach other, and all constructed of
the materiuls and workmanship known by the name
of rustic work. This hias been defined as astyle of
architecture in which nature is followed rather than
any rales of art. It is not an eagy matter to give
dircetions for this kind of work ; fur afier al}, much
must bo left to individual taste, judgment and inge.
anity. Indeed, wo half susnect that no small part of

the chavm lics in this tax upon our own thought and
skill. A fow binds, bowerver, may be useful to guide
those whoare willing to tyy their band in this pleasing
method of increasingthe attractions ofbome. We give,
Besides, a number of Mustrations of the kinid of work,
which may serve as patterns for imitation, or assug-
gestions tu aid the ingenuity and wventive powersof
the rustic architeets. The illustrations are most of
them taken from that excelient little work, the Jhis-
fraled Annual Regisier of Bural Affairs, and a few alse
have been selectedt from the Hordiculturist. a most

The materials used in rustie work are the vadressed
trunks, limbs and branches of irees; and wherever
it can be done the bark should be left on. Indeed.
in mwost examples of this work the rough texiure and
the colonr of the bark are most imporlant eloments

in the pieturesyue cfiect.  Some kinas of wood, how-
ever, answer very well for the purpose without the
bark, such as oak and the wild viee. The most gene-
rally available wood in this country is the red cedar,
which i3 both artistioally effective and durable. For
gome of the joints, cepecially in straciures that re.
quire to be partiewlarly fivm, such as bridges, gates,
&e., tenons should be used.  Much of (e work, how-
ever, requires only wooden pius and nails fo fix it
together.  One writer in tho Horlicullurisl recont
mends what arecatled wive nails, which can be driven
without splitting the wood, and clenchied cffectually.
The wood used for the purpose should becut towards
the close of tho summer. Cutin August or Septem-
ber, it is said to last much longer than when cut dor-
fng tho winter or carly spring. A coating of ceal oil
might bo ndvantageously used for somo of tho waork,
to prevent the ravages of insocts.

The illusteations which we give require, we think,
very little explavation, the drawing in most cases
showing tho construction at a glance, far better than
any lengthened description.

Tho simplest objects in rustic work are garden
stools and seats.  Fig. 1 is an examplo of the former,

construcied of nearly siraight pieces of wood, partly



