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straw, as it contains little etz than carbon  little till harvest time, except on close ob-
and mineral substances. servation.

Plonghing stubble under may prodnee .  Wet, backward seasons ave peculiarly
some mechanical gooil 0a certain soids, that . favourable to the developemont of smut,
are very clayey or are apt to rna together  and this yoar it 1s likely to be unusually
nm! fo.rm # coherent mass: but in the great prevalent in our grain crops and corn.
lxl:|:|or|ly of cases, stubble I(-m'os.lhc soil , Even a farmer who is patticularly
quite too porous, and there are few instances .
wheie it ix not advisable to roll stubble be- careful .to arow clean crops aud sow clean
fore plonghing it. in order to cloze up. if sced, will often find 'mf"' whcn.) he least
possible. the cavity of tav stalks. This oxpected, tho germs being carried from
loosening of the soils of clayey land is por- one placo to another in the travelling
haps the only argument. if we except the re- threshing machine It seldom affects the
tention of the carbon, that cin be advanced ' wheat crop 8o as to injure it to any ex-
in favour of ploughing stubble under. To tent,but is often very destructive in late
offset this we have the wlditional expense of oats and corn, and it is well to make sure
rolling the laud, and the great disadvantage  that the crop of the next year will be
of the stubble interfering with the movement pretty free from it, by destroying the
of the plough and the turning of the farrow, o404 or germs that may remain attached

l.utow.-n m.the cnsc' ol cl‘x:)' l.l.uds the ar- to the sced grain to bo sown. Salt, it is
gument is with the five. Nothing renders . ’

R . well known, has a peculiar effect on all
clay so uvailable for agicaltural purpozes . . R
as heat. It tends to pulverize it and at fungoid growths, destroying the vitality
the same time to reader the silica soluble, + of tho spores whenever brought in contact
and in a condition £) unite with potash and ! withthem. So it comes that the best
soda. Every vine drese-r knows, and cvery ' methods wo can adopt to prevent amut is
zrain grower shouid know, that there are few | to cither steep the seed grain in a strong
better subsianees to apply to either a vine- | solution of salt in the form of brine, or
yard or a field than pulverized brick. The ' sprinkle brine over tke grain on the barn

cheapest and by far the easiest mode of ap-
plying this mannre is by burning over onr
clay fields,

But besides tie chiemical argument in
favour of burning stubble, there are others
which are equally forcible. ILire has al-
ways heen spoken of as a purifier, and in no
place isitsv efficieat as in a stubble field.
The seeds of the taves which hive grown
along with the wheat titl the time of the har
vest, ave, in a great measure, destroyed by
the tive that consamel the stubble, and the
same i3 trne to an equally great extent of the
eggs and larvie of insects — Prairie Furmes.

Smut in Wheat.

This is caused by a minute sporadic
plant, the spores or secds of which are so
very small as scarcely to bo distinguisha-
ble, even with a good microscope. These
spores attach themselves to the aced of
the wheat in the first instance, and from
thence ascend into the plant through its
sap vessels, fastening on the grain when
the ear is in bloom, and turning the seed
into a mass of aoft blackish fungous sub-
stance, which is poisonous to man orany
of the animals eating it, either in the
greenorripe state.  Indian corn, barley,
oats, and other grains are liablo to become
the medium for propagating smut, In

corn it assumes quite a heavy yrowth, [

making the cars affected by it large, un-
sightly, and disagrecable to handle. Gen-
erally speaking, the amutty stalks of grain
are shorter than those that are not af-
fected, 50 that thecrop will show it but

floor. Old brine, in which pork or heef
, has been kopt, if re-boiled, answers the
purpose, When the grain is steeped in
brine, it need not remain in it more than
ten to twonty minutes, and if the brine
. is strong, many of the lighter grains and
. foul sceds will float to the top, and can
be skimmed off. The grain is-then taken
-out and spread on the floor, and a small
I quantity of slaked lime in powder strewn
' over it, and the grain turned over several
times, till each seed gets a slight coating
of the lime dus, and it is then ready to
| sow, but if to be sown by a drill, will need
to be dey before using, to prevent clog-
' ging up the drill spouts.  We have often
used a solution of copperas for the samo
purpose, and in the same way, but the
| copperas requires first to be dissolved in
‘boiling water, and care taken that none
jof tho grain, after being put through the
process, gets hack into the bin, or within
rcach of pigs or poultry, or some of them
will be poisoned by the minorals nsed in

the solution.
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Mowers and Reapers

A great number of advertisemenls cou-
stantly appear relative ¢y the exceellence of
this or thut mower or reaper, or combined
{machines. When about to purchase a na-
chine, of whatever kind, it becomes very ad-
visable to know how lcng such an imple.
ment is suppos»d (o last, and the careful con-
struction of it ndds immensely to its cndur-
ance. I would particularly call the atten-
tion of the judges of the various kinds to

this fact, and impress on their minds, that on
no account should the substantial construc-
tion of the machine be lost sight of, when
awarding a prize for its work. We all look
to the decision of the judges, and the certifi-
cate of first prize at any of onr agrienltural
implement shows, or trials, as a gnide to as-
sist us in purchasing & machine ; we all have
not the advanlage of sceing the trial, and
comparizon, and hence, are glad cnough to
accept the decision of the judges as our
guide in pnrchasing.

To show the importanco of these remarks,
I will only instance the loss or gain that may
accruc {o farmers purchasing, say only five
hundred machines in any one locality, where
a trial has been made and certificate granted.
Iet us suppose, for example, that the cost is
$100, and that cach good machine will last
ten years, and that five hundred machines of
three kinds are sold; named respectively
No. 1, 2,and 3. No.1 costy $100, and docs
good work, but i3 constructed of such mate-
rials and workmanship, that it will last oniy
five years. No. 2 i3 a little better con-
structed, and will last seven and a half years.
No. 313 so constructed that it will last ten
years. These may be slightly exaggerated
prices and terms, but they will seeve ax {l-
lustrations.

Now, the work of all may be good, but still
that of No. 1 may be be t, and the jndges
are compelled to give it the preminm, al-
Jiough it is in reality twice a3 expensive as
those that last double the time, and probably
will not work as well the second and third
seasons ag the trst. The samo refative va-
luein proportivu will apply to Nos. 2and 3
but look at the result in figures. The pur-
chasers of No. 1, which took the first prize,
five hundred in number, absolutely lose,
amorzst them, $25,009, a3 ia five years they
must all purchase new machines; whereas
No. 3, lagting twice a3 long, ought cerlainly
to have had some benefit from jts good con-
struction and causing the saving of so large
an amount of mouney; and morcover, five
hundred or five thousand do not cover the
whole number s0ld in Canada in one year.
[ wonld therefore respectfully call on the
judges, who, althongh ostensibly acting as
winpires for the manufacturers, are in reality
acting as advisers for all who buy under the
certificate of first prize, to take the above
view into their consideration when granting
preminms. Of course if prices were in pro-
portion to gooduess of construction, and were
mentioned and taken into account, there
would be no longer any need to attend to
dQuration ; but they are not, and a4 most in-
ferior machine may ofwen obtain the first
prize from its good work, while, from its in
ferior construction, it may not endure for
more than half the time that others better
made will. C.

The hay crop on Prince Edward Island
this year is heavy beyond precedent, being
doabie that of any previous season.



