B."C. MINING CRITIC.

CLAIM JUMPING CHICANERY.
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Reports como from the Grand IForks
striet of attempted clatm jumping on a
rge scale, Including, it fs said, efforts
ade by a prominent public man,
nongst others, az n result of a deh-
prate conspiracy to ‘et the title of o
nlnable local mine expire—in which
tue some of tho conspirators are inter-

any. The ldea has been, so it is said,
allow the time for the compuny’s
nking out of its §100 miner’s license to
ppso and then jump itz claims. Like
anouevres are said to have been
lanned in the cases of other co.npanies.
ho statute law on the sabject appears
o be somewhal vague, but if the legls-
ation allows a company’s claim to be
s jumped ** at short notice by reason of
bric? delay in taking out the new $100
icense, the MiNiNg Cniric is bound to
ay that the circumstance amounts to
disgraceful scandal, which the Provin-
fal Government should, at any and all
osts, end by the promptest preventive
pction. )

1t would be quite right to secure pay-
ment of the 100 license fee Ly making
t, in the caso of delay, a first charge on

crest, and to suffer noun-payment after
duc official notice and a fawr thme of
edemption given, to entall forfeiture of
mine property rights, but, beyoud thi-,
no such legisiation should go. Indeed,
he MINING Criric hesitates to believe
hat the alleged Grand Yorks claim
umping manocuvres can find shelter
under the Province's mine company
cade.  Nor can the MiNive Cririe be-
lieve, in the absence of more than a
bricf sensational despuatch, that any
prominent local man fu oftice can, as
alleged, have become a claim jumpin:,
conspirator.  Such action would in Eas-
tern Canada and the “O0ld Country
ensure & prompt ex; ulsion of the dis-
graced offender from public life and this
rightly.  But as already said, the M-
N6 CriTic will not belfeve, until absolute
proof is to hand, that what is alleged
has happened aud this under the shelter
of the law.

A BIG UNDERTAKING,

The works of the West Kootenay
Power & Light Co., Ltd., at Middle Falls,
veyond Robson, are in active progress
towards completion as a result of a
large outlay of British capital that will
ultimately run inte several hundred
thowsand dollars. The primary object
of the undertaking is to supply the
Cen:re Star mine at Rossland with elee-
trie power and light and thus aid the
hoved for conversion of that mine into a
second Le Roi. But the Power & Light
0., xpects also to supply wpany other
juines about Trail Creek with iight and
power, 30, 100, certain districts with
public electric lighting; as tho direc-

o 1cd us mombers of a well-known com- |

he company’s property with high in- j

orate of the Company.axpecta altimately-

A GOODLY YIELD.

It ix stated that 170 companies' opera-
ting In the Trait Creek distiiet have
taken out the requisite miners® licenses
at 2j0o cach and five others being capi-
talised low at the reduced rate of 350,
T'hug the 1'eail Creel distriet has under
this levy contributed no less than 817,-
230 towards the Provincial ‘Lreasury.
There should be some zood return for
this in road and other improvement
work in the extra-municipal arvea of the
Trall Creck district.

A GOOD RESULT OF LEGISLATION

Whilst some Americans interested in
B.C. mines are Indulging, as noted in
our cditorind columns in ** biue ruin ™
talk, as to the results on their invest-
ments of the recent changes in the
Province’s mine company  laws, Mr,
Harry White, of Rossland, once the
well-known Mayor of Secattle, and now
manager of the Fourteen Gold Mining
Consolidated Company, operating in the
Trail Creek district, practically admits
that the change, which he, nevertheless,
slightly  deprecates, will do good. 1le
stotes that the change of law will vesuit
in & consolidition of small companies
and company interests, simiiar to that
offected by his own company. when
there will be not only economy of ollice
management, but in road building. <ur-
vey and development work, which can
be doue on the oest showings found
within an enlarzed area.

GOOD NEWS FOR NELSON.

‘I'he best of news has within the last
few days reached Nelson, now certain,
without booming, to become a very solid
mine town and centre of West Kootenay,
and in all probability the chief distri-
buting centre of a wide adjoining region,
The C.P.R. witll mage the City in con-
nection with the Crow’s Nest exteusion
—for long and more easterly sections of
which  construction  tenders  are now
being  called——its divisional point for
West Kootenay., This meauns the con-
version of Nelson iuto a very important
railroad centre gna ingplics also the loeal
employment of large numbers of skilled
engineciing  industrialists. Then toe
Hall Mines are now making o steady
output of 200 tons of ore ver diem,
whilst the attached smelter and refivery
are doing excellent work aud in parti-
cular producing high grade blister cop-
f.er, which is sent fur final sreatment to
Swanscea.  Naturally, under these cir-
cumstances, there was great enthusiasm
displayed the other day over the first
trainload of sin cars contalning 150 tons
of copper, which went off by the C.P.R.
in cars, labelled Jarge, that all the world
might see the record, ¢ ‘The first copper
shlppc(\i from British Columbia.”

_If-you wish to secure the most:rellable.

" eently took out

IN THE FAR NORTH-EAST.

A big party of miue workers, who re-
55 free-winers' certifi-
cates at Barkersville, s now busy at
work along the banks of the Findlay
River near its jnnction with the Peace
River, where ig the early sixties there
were good placer workings.  The party
means business on o large scale in this
region, more than %00 mites north of

; Asheroft, having, it is stated, staked out

30 miles of river front. The area of

. British Columbia’s precious metal fiehds

continues to extend northwards,

IN THE SLOCAN.

T'his country continues to make a big
and inereasing record of ontput of high
arade galenn aud other oves.  Awongst
the lavger producers  the Ruth and
Payue mines keep well in the front
rank, the Ruth making an ontputof 35
tons a day of high grade galena and the

" Payne one of 40 tons.

;o Swall axe

' Pair of blankets

STEADILY GROWING.

T'he year's shipments of West Koote-
iy ores and matte now amount to well
over =3,800,000, and are now certafn
within the next two months to show big
further advances.

PROSPECTOR’S OUTFIT.

Compass
Maguifyving glass
Map of country
Nate book & p'aue’l

Hora for panning

22 calibre ritle

235 pound flour

1 pound teq

5 pounds bacon

I'rying pan

Cup, small tin pail

Poll pick Hunting knife
Mautehes, salt, soop and towel.

sSmall tent

MINING TERMS.

Adit—X\ tunnel from daylight along a
veiu,

Apexn—The edge of a vein nearest the
surface.

Argentiferous—Containing silver.

Assay—"To test ores by chemical or
blow pipe examination.

Auriferous~—Containing gold.

Bed ru'cl\——huhd roch underlyiag sur-
face formation.

Bullion—Uncoined geld and silver.

Caphing—1The country rock by which
a vein s ptuched at the surface.

Carponates—Decomposed ore or ore
coutaining large proportious of carbon-
ate of lead or silver.

Chlorides—Ores containing chlorides
of silver.

Chute--A shaft or an inclined trough,
used for **shooting* ore down by grav-
ity.

Contact vein—A vein lying betwecon
two disshinilar rock masses or strafn.

Country rock—Geuneral rock masses in
_which.veing are found.




