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SONNETS,

W Granting to us in this world knotwledge of Thy truth,
and in the world to come life everlasting.”
b1 that these spirit-stirring sounds to me
Revealed their depth of tneaning 1—Wo the hour
f Recurring oft, whicrein their hidden powoer
-8 slumbered, cased in dull formality ;
‘And so I listed not in carthly trance )
t Thy words, old saint of golden utterance.
§ listed not—and so Truth passed mo by,
Light broke not in on my captivity.
Jrernal life'it is the truth to learn—

;T‘hosc \yor(lsllav}: reached me now, but prayer and tears
:fMuy not fill up the void of wasted years—
Xef, surely, now my heart would fain discern
F AT thy déar (eaching, Inte and weak T kneel
Duly 't"gi:iffzgk what thy high words reveal.
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+-*¢ Lighten our Darkness.”

"iﬁ'téri our darkness—such the word of cheer
 (Even as agleam ina November sky
l From'out ifs dim clouds break forth suddenly)
at dight by. night oyr mother Lids us hear,
(\i h "'é‘_qf oug toil-worn frames and hearts, forespent,
With'pains unpaid and love disowned, are bent
s (o the séx:th, and, dimmed with doubt and fear,

 Lio down ag:pight brings onthe bright day’s bier.
ighten oyr darkness —and thero shall be fight
Atevening tide, from weary day to day,
. For those who, toiling in the nesrow ;way,
¥et vest them on the Chutch’s word ofimight,
'She shall provail wha hath 45 Eternal Son,”
i Though yet the fight be fierce, the goal unwon.

From the Church.

——

THE MIKISTRY.
ecapilulalion of Evidence in behalf of Episcopacy.—

clusion.

My former Essays—designed to represent to
S hurchmen one of the strongest bulwarks of our
on—were employed in advancing proofs that the

o orders olp Bishops, Priests and Deacons, as
intained in the Church. of England, possessed in
Reir favour the testimony of Scripture and of al! ec-
esiastical History. It was shewn that even n our
kviowr’s time,a presidency similar in spirit and pur-
Jrtto that whichthe Episcopalsystem includes,exist-
JF over His Church, and that even then three.orders
kthe ministry of that Church were to be discern-
very soon after our blessed Lord’s ascension, three
ders undenia‘bly. existed in the Church; and further
¥ 'was shewn,—incontrovertibly we may boldly as-
if,-—that no instance can be adduced from Scrip-

fition sometimes attempted to be maintained, that
ke offices of Bishops and Presbyter were, in the

sfitutes the distinctive function of Episcopacy,|
B fidwes of ordinafion. Tt was also clearly shewn,
m-a2 few but most convincing testimonies, that ali,
e primitive Fathers unequivocally bear witness to
ksame form of ecelesiastical government; and that
bingtance of dissenl from that mode of govern-

et 1s to be found i the Church History of the first!

Collateral testimony from modern discoveries— Con-'

|

It was proved that, immedjately or certain-|

|
|

te shich affords the slightest countenance to the;

imitive Church, the same; or.that the grade of]
resbyters, strictly so called, ever exercised whaty

;and purest ages:—moreover, that many eminent.and says Dr. Claudius Buchanan, i his Christian Re-
Jlearned Christians who, front peculiarity of circuni-.searches, *¢ they were agreesbly surprised to find
;stances, wore in a manner compelled to adopt the upwards of a hundred clristian churches on the
‘Prosbyterian form'of governiment, stated it uncquivo-'coast of Malabar. But when they became acquaints
cally as tleir conviction that Episcopacy was the ed with the purity aand simplicity of their worship,
'apostolical and primitive constitution of the Chris- they were offended. ‘These churches, swd the Por-
tiun Church. A mass of testimony this which, as tuguese, belong to the Pope. Who is the pope, said
hus been again and again obsetved, must lead to this the native, we never heard of him? The European
‘conelusiou;—eithev that Episcopacy was the original priests were yet more alarmed, when they found that
constitution of Church government, or that some sud-|these Hindoo Christians maintained the order and
’den und universal revolution, occurring at a time un- disciplise of a regular church under episcopal juris-
koown and unnoticed, evan by the slighest allusion, diction; and that Jor 1300 years pust, they had enjoyed
Iby any contempdrary writer, mwust have arisen which @ succession of biskops appointed by the patriarch of
transformed Presbyterianism iuto Episcpoacy ;—that, /nfioch, We, said they, are of the true {asth, what-
should any such mysterious revolution have taken|ever you from the west may be; for we come from
place, the whule body of Presbyters must bave been,the place where the followers of Christ were first call-
simple, credulous and yielding beyond belicf to haveed Christians.” )
;submitted to an unlawful and ynscriptural presideacy; It appears, from the narrative of this emivent tra-
isuch us the Flpiscopate would imply, ard that such &, veller, that the Syrian churches * upon the sea coast,”
rovolution being ‘credible, it argued a disposition after a series of persecutiuns, were compelled to ad-
equally strange and unaccountable on the part of the|mit the supremacy of the pope. The grounds of these
Bishops who, in seeking for wnlawful advancement, persecutions cannot but be flattering to the reformed
pecessarily exposed themselves, like a city on a hill,, Church of England:—** they were accused of the fol-
more covspicunugly :tkan ever-to the asseults and per- lowing practices and opivions; that the clergy had
;8ecutions of their adversaries:—that, Episcopacy be- married wives; that they owned but tvo sacraments,
ling an usurpalion, all the records of ancient ecclesias- baptism and the Lord’s supper; that they nosther in-
tical History must be false, and consequently, as po voked saints, nor worshipped images, nor believed in
credit would be given them for any thirg else, we|purgatory; and that they had no other orders oc
must remain in uiter uncertainty, even as fo the.gen- names of diguity in the churcb, than Bishop, Priost,
uineness af our Scriptural canor, and doubt shether|and Deacon,
the Bible be the Book which prophets and Apostles, But although the churches on the coast, as more
wrote:! | s exposed to the power of their enemies, submitted to
Now, ifnone of these positions, resulting from the the Romish bierarchy, these in the interior of the
supposed falsity of the Episcopal claims, be tenable, country would not submit to the imposition, but ** fled
the arguments io its beka!f must stand forth in all the,to the mountaic and sought the protection of tue
majesty of unndulterated truth., But we bave more native princes, who had always been proud of thewr
tasay, in -defence of this bulwark of our Zion:—we|alliance.” .
bavea testimouy to add, in shipport of our system,| Dr. Buchanan further informs us, that when ¢ tso
which mugst seg) the lips of eydry adversary, and es-jcenturies had elapsed withont any particular inform-
tablish every adwocate mq:e,ﬁ"uﬂy than ever inthejation concerning the Syrian ~hurches 1n the interior,
soundnessand ju-tice of his causc, and whynit was doubted by many whether they es-
e '\Vaviivlg,” says an cloquent writer,* ¢« for the,5ted at all, he co wceived the desizn of visiling them.
present, the testimony of the fathers; let us imagine 1118 design, as his narrative esplains, was pat into
it possible to resort to some other tribunal, with the/*esution, and the churches wero discovered in all
view of determining our couflicting opinions. Let us|ttir original simplicily and purity. After minuteia-
imagine that, preserved by some inscrutable provi-{Juiriesasto lhexrfounder,hecamereml_lly.tothe_conclu-
dence of God, a Christian church could Le found in|S107 that there was every cause for bolief in their asser-
some equestered cotner of the globe, which from,re-, 107 that their churches were established by the A po--
'motest time had enjoyed 1o intercourse whatever t€ Thomas. But, what chiefly conceros our argument
with their brethren professing the same faith. We s the fact of bis discovering in those churches the three
know thatthe twelve were despotched on their er-:7ders of Bishop, Priest. and Deacon, as maintained
rands of mercy into fur distant lunds,.and of most '® the Chorch of England. Qa one occasion, the
of them, that no autbentic, memoriais have been tr3Veller asserts, hf. * was received at the door of the
{ransmitted touvs. Imngine, then, that a church of Chureh by three Kasheeshas, that is, presbsters or
their plunting could be found. Wauld uot the charac- Priests, who were habited in like manner, in w lt‘le
ter OF the ministry it possedsed be considered a safe YeStments. There were also present two Shumsliz-
guide, in enabling us to decide upon that, which was nas, or deacons QOn anather occasion, ho vsited,
instituted by the Apostles, whose labours are known, I\ar”Dlonysxuc, the metropolitan of ke Syriau
although we contrive to interprot them differently? ChUreh,” and, after o long interview, i wlich the
If, forexample, presbylers alone were to Le disco- COPVEFsetion turaed upon Protestant Lpi-copacy, le
vered insach a Church, would it not furuish our O0S€T¥eS, ** The Bishop was desirous to know some-
friends of that exclusive order with abundant cause thing of the other churches which Lad separated
of congratulation and'trivmphi? Ifbishops, with pres- ffom Rome. T was ashumed to tell him bow many
bytere and deazons in reverent subjection to them, they were. 1 mentioned that there was a Kasheelia
wonld it not be equally the source of joy and esulta- °F Presbyter church in our own kingdom, in which
tion with us? Upon such a statement, it would *VeTY Kasheesh;\ was cqual to another.—\ie there
be next to impossiblg to avoid either conclusion, vr N0 Shumshanas? (deacons in holy orders,) None,
to object to the provideatial character of the disco~ 2209 What, is there nobouly to overlook the Kashee-
very itself, provided it could be « ffected,™ thas? Not one, :I"here must be something imper-
Now we have the satisfaction df declaring thar|feSt bere, said he.” .
this very testimony has been afforded:—churches), I1°TC, then, is a coincidence between a church in-
were discovered in India, in the year 1503, by the nCt DY the errors of Romanism and ouly recentiy
celebrated navigator, Vasco de Gaaia, answermg,f"scovemd' and the church of England ss reformed
precisely to the deseription required for substantiate 'm"i;l(;eo}.n;}"p:;r;‘;?':);v;’t'cr};eﬁg:g J’gtmbo';ﬁ efx‘:t:‘g]i
in e YR %) ; S ] 1€Q
5 ourargument. Whea thePo_rtuguescl; arnved, joy and sat faction. Itis another—and a strong tes-
timony too— 1 the mass of evidence which the Scrip.
; {tures and Ecclesiastical History furnish in bebalf of
at Episcopalithat form of Church Government to which we con-
jscientiously adhere.

——————————— . .

*The Rev.,G. T, Clhapman, Secrnions upon the Minis-
try, Worship, and ;Doctriae of the Protests
church,



