SEPTEMBOR 1892

THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE

143

received informatiou which has been of great practioal wae to
her. This work will o on nevt summer. Two travelliug
daities will go out. Moro upplioations have been sent in for
a visit by the traveling dairy than one man could fill in three
ears,

Y In the orcamorios’ ussoviation mecting Prosident Daorby-
shire said that the province sustained o Joss ¢f $1,500,000
from improper fucilities in dairying, and that only 3 per cent.
of their butter was made in tne best way, cotailiog 2 loss of
$2 700,000, Mr, Macfurlane, Domininn annlyst, gave some
statistics of Danish dairying Kogland requires 100,000 tons
of butter snnually, of which Denmark supplies 41 per cent.,
the United States 4 per cent., Canada 075 per cent. Bat
Denwark imports from Sweden 8 million and from Russin
41 million pounds, reshippiog the best to England. The
werease of her own productions has been from 12 million to
1% williou pounds aonuully in the last 1ew years, chicfly
throngh winter dairy. Instead of oxporting grain they cou-
sume it in butter production, besides amportiag great quanti-
ties of feeding stuff«  Roots are largely used.  Centrifugal
separators and the partnorship sy.tem of dairying put the
«mall cottar on 2 level with the extonsivo farmer, Io addition,
close sympathy and cordial alliance exist between scientifio
men and the practical farmers,

Tle iwported Guerascy cow Seleot 2209, whose portrait
appears Lerewith, has a record of 22 bs,, 8 va. of butter 1o
aoven Jdays. For several years olie bas been in the Mauster
Hill Pura Guernsey berd at Now Braintree, Mass, In tuis
herd are o.r duushtrs of Scleet, and of Suicor 24, (14 ibs.
with first calf und half sister of Seleot) there are four daugh-
ters, all with. .t cxception show by aotaal test unusual rich-
ties.. Thi- hord of Guernscy eattle will shortly be removed
from Nuw Braintree to Wayland, Mass, when we piosume it
wall Y. Licught to the note of readirs inovur advertising
columns.

The accompanying cut, from a drawing by J. W. Hills,
represents a group of Chevior ewes belonging to Mr. D. I
Wilber, Crumhorn Stock Farms, Queouta, N. Y. They were
selected with speeinl care for indinidual excellence, and Mr.
W. hopes, we believe, to exhibit them at Chiougo. As our
readers kaow, the native home of the Gheviots is a bleak and
mountainons distsiot, and they aro noted for ability to with-
stand exposure. They huve a high reputation as a mutten
brewd as well as for their wool. An association of American
breeders of Cheviot sheep was organized in January last, of
which the officers are -~ President, Henry Van Dreser,
Cobleskill, N. Y. vive-president, Wm. Cary, Hurtwick;
scoretn,,, B, J. Bruce, Ketcham ; treasurer, T, N. Uuorry,
Hartwick. (1)

Joseph Elkington, of Princethorpe.
By Proresson WRIGETSON.

We reprint the following cxecllent paper from the
Showyard Chronicle s .

Visitors to the Royal Agricultural Socicty's Showyard in
these days seldom are blesstd with the abundany leisure of
our forefathers. They concentrate their attention upon the

1, Chevints ca,, but no one who hes ever tasted « hiack faced "
4 your old multon would eare Tor Cheviol mution.

vast acreage of onnvas which contains 8o much that 13 worthy
of attention, and oannot spare timo for topogruphioal observ-
ation. We, howovor, oannot pass by 1 stlence the fuot that
a pioneer in the important work of iand drammoge hived und
worked within some ten tiles of this busy secene. A hamlet
in the parish of Stretton-upon-Dunsmoor, oalled Princcthorpe,
63 .ailes from the town of Southam, and about the samo dist-
unce from Coveutry, situated upon or near the Roman [Foss
Way, whioh ruos noross the county from Strotton-on-Kosse
to Stretton-upon-Dunsmoor, marks the home of Jeseph
Likingtou, 1t is an cbscuro little plece, situated 1n a lovoly
distriot, where the prigrim in quest of sgricuitural knowledge
might woll pause for n momeat to inquire for the furm und
huuse of a man of great roputation during the last oentury.
A man who was voted $1,000 by Parliament for his servioes
to agricuituro must have been o moarked person in s nwe,
He is aocorded a position in overy treatise upon land drain-
age, and was accounted a wiso man 1 his neighbourhood.
Eikington is said to have used the diviniug rod, aud to buve
possessed ocoult powers in disocruicg the underground course
of water. His skill, no doubt, arouced some feohng of super-
stition among the simple villagera aed tfermers of his time,
but was rather to be acsounted for by his decp knowledge of
springs and the water coonomy of soils. This - not the place
todosoribe }lkington's methods, although, if space permitted,
it would b ¢.sy to quote from the numerous works in which
his wmodes of procceding are described, He appears, hke
many men of practice, tv have been averse to commmtting s
system to writing, I*ie, however, willingly communicated all
his practioe to Mr. Joho Johoston, of Edinbarg, himself an
emisent drainer, who cmbodied the.n in a book which remains
a8 a monument to Elkington's genius.

The late Mr. John Wilson, of Ediogton Maios, accorded
Elkington a high position, as having been the most worthy
sucecssor of Captain Walter Biigh, who had drawn attention
to the imyportance of drainage a century earlier. Bugh's
teachiog bau boon forgotien uatil Bikwmgton, in 1764, goaded
into action by the loss of several hundreds of his sheep by
liver-rot, discovered an iogenious plan for drying his lunds
and ridding them of the ** superflacus and venomous water
of which Blithe had complained. We may in these days
pioture the old-fashioned Wurwickshire furmer, olad
homespua, puzzlisg over the sources of wetness in his fields,
Hec bad, assordieg to Sinolair (“Code of Agriculture’’, dug
a treach 5 fect decp, which did not, however, reach the prin-
aipal body of sub-jascat water. Here wasa drain cut through
the wet land which would not ant, It is said that whus he
was deliberating what was to be done, a servant pagsed by
chancs with an iton bar for pitching hurdlea. Here was his
opportuaity, so, seiging the bar Kikington prosceded to wmake
a hole throagh the bottom ofthe tronch, zad oa pulling out
the bar, which is said to have peaetrated 4 feet, up rushed o
gushing stream of water, which ran aloog the bottom of the
treach. This was Blkiogton’s triamph, and from this for-
tuaate commenocem:at he graduelly buils up a system in which
the tapping of springs wus the chief object.

Elkington’s -;..«m was that of irregular drainage. He cut
drains where they appeared to him to be waated, and cm-
ployed the auger for the drainage of his own, and many other
farms. Mz, Bvershed relates, in his ¢ Farmiag of Warwick-
shire,” that Elkisgton's auger holes fiiled 1o ume with the
ochrey matter common in peat bogs, Tbe occupier (1856)
redrained the land ofter Eikington’s prinerples appiied 1n a
more thorough manner. He made shafis 14 or 15 feet in
dep.h, and filled them with stones to a lovel of one foot above
tho draia bottoms, and through these stones the water rises
aad pours off into the maio ousfail, leaving the land pertectly
dry. Elkington's system is only applicable to land wet from



