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for 2 moment on the words of the wise man: * Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with all thy might.,” To be prompt in action is a
most invaluable qualification. The man who is constantly indulging in
doubt and delay is incapable of performing any thing anght.  His know-
ledge may be extensive, his penetration quick, his understanding en-
larged, his imagination vigorous, still he is worse than useless in action.
With such an one the end of all is the hopeless exclamation, * What to
do I cannot tell.”  In the mean time, opportunity flies; and he enters
upon the consideration of some other matter wath the same unprofitable
waste of thought. So much for indecision as pertaining to the things of
this life. The consequence is apparent to all: and if we apply the
same reflections to the things which are not scen the inference will be
precisely the same. ** Of man’s miraculous mistakes, this bears the palm,
that all men are about to live, foreveron the brink of being born.”

We might pursue these reflestions to the close of this new-born year,
and then find oursclves in our present position, both with respect to tune
and to cternity. ’Tis action, decisive and immediate action, that is
necessary. To trifle, is not to Iive.  To purpose to lead a new lifc in
the coursc of the next year, the next month, day, or hour, is to leave it
undone for ever.  Time, we should remember, is eternify. The ques-
tion then arises—How shall I proceed? Where is my chart ? Where is
my directory 2 Ask the mere worldling,—he will pomt me to the path
which lcads to aggrandizement and carthly pleasures.  Ask the Chris-
tian, (by which of course we must understand the follower of Christ) and
he points me to the Bible, and to the directions theremn plamly laid down
by its divine author.  The Christian will tell me never to be easy until
1 have inwardly and heartily taken that for my guide through life. He
will tell me to put a high value vpon precious time ; to devote the car-
liest and best part of it to the interests of eternity ; and to look upon the
loss of it as greater than the loss of all worldly things.

¢ Throw years away ? ’
Throw empires and be blameless! moments seize—
1leaven's on their wing. a moment we may wish
When worlds want wealth to buy.”

The Christian tells me that man stands every hour at the door of
eternity, and if I step in without the * one thing needful,” I am eter-
nally undone. To consider, and to deliece this 1s a blessing above all
price.  He tells me morcover to begin and end, not only this year but
this day, and every day with God. Yes—these arc the simple but su-
blime teachings of every rcal Christian.  Happy they, and they only,
who improve thereby.

We close these meditations by wishing the reader, ndeed and in
truth, a * happy n w year,” reminding him at the same tune, that if he
expects to find happiness in any thing short of the Redecmer, he will be
gnevously disappointed in his scarch. Therefore lct us all, as the year
ghdes silently and rapidly by,

« Beware what carth calls happiness , beware

All joys but joys that never can expire

Who builds on less than an iimmmortal basc,

Fond as he scems, condemns hus joya to dcath.’ ALPHA.



