
THE CHRISTIAN.

for a moment on the words of the wise man -I Whatsoever thy batd
findeth to do, do it with ail thy might." To be prompt in action is a
most invaluable qualification. The man who is constantly indulging in
doubt and delay is incapable ofperforming any thing aright. His know-
ledge may be extensive, his penetration quick, his understanding en.
larged, his imagination vigorous, still he is worse than useless in action.
With such an one the end of ail is the hopeless exclamation, " What to
do I cannot tell." In the mean time, opportunity flica; and he enters
upon the consideration of some other matter with the sanie unprofitable
vaste of thought. So much for indecision a- pertaining to the things of

this life. The consequence is apparent to ail: and if we apply the
same reflections to the things which are not seen the inference will be
precisely the sane. l Of man's miraculous mistakes, this bears the palm,
that ail men are about to live, for ever on the brink of being born."

We might pursue these refle.tions to the close of this new-born year,
and then find oursolves in our present position, bot w'ith respect to tiie
and to eternity. 'Tis action, decisive and immediate action, that is
necessary. To trifle, is not to lve. To purpose to lead a new life in.
the course of the next year, the next month, day, or hour, is to leave it
undone for ever. Time, we should remember, is eternity. The ques-
tion thon arises--How shall I proceed? Where is my chart ? Where is
ny directory ? Ask the more worldling,-he will point me to the path
vhich ilcads to aggrandizement and earthly pleasures. Ask the Chris-

tian, (by which of course we must understand thefollower of Christ) and
he points nie to the i3ible, and to the directions therein plainly laid down
by its divine author. The Christian will tell me never to be easy until
I have inwardly and heartily taken that for my guide through life. He
will tell me to put a high value upon prcecious time ; to devote the car-
liest and best part of it to the interests of eternity ; and to look upon the
loss of it as greater than the loss of ail worldly things.

" Throw years away P
Throw empires and be blameless! moments seize-
IIeaven's on their wving. a moment we niay wish
Wien worids want wealth to buy."

The Christian tells me that man stands every hour at the door of
eternity, and if I stop in without the " one thing needful," I arn eter-
nally undone. To consider, and to believe this is a blensimg above ail
price. IHc tells me moroover to begin and end, not only this. year but
this day, and every day with God. Yes-these are the simple but su-
blime teachings of every real Christian. Happy they, and they only,
who improve thereby.

We close these meditations by wishing the reader, iadeed and in
truti, a " happy n w year," reiinding him at the sane tunie, that if lie
expects to fmad happiness in any thing short of the Redeemer, lie will be
grievously disappointed in his soarch. Therefore lot us all, as the ycar
glîdes silently and rapidly by,

Beware what carti calls happiness , beware
Al joys but joys that ne% er can expire
Who builds on less than an immortal base,
Fond as ho seems, condemins his jow todcath. ALPHA.


