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the fields. The Comte de Proveice, afterwards Mausebw, and
Dow Lais XVI Il was likewbe of too stdious tomrr of mhd to
to seek hi% pleasure in routs and public amusements: but the
Comte d'Arto;s, the third brother enterpdwith %il the ardour of
youth in ali kind of diversions. As to tht Princes. Elizabeth
the fourth and youngebt of them she wu yet ,rnder the govern-
ment of her Great aunts, and had not yet bd an opportunlity to
display those virtues and that magnanimity that have since im.
martalied ber name. Such was the Court mu which the beautiful.
hively, ingenuous and auguat Maria Antoinette waa iatredoed
She hud difficult cards to play. There was very little congeniatti-
ty betweenà her taste and that of the haaband with whom State po-
licy alone had united ber. Happily, far from putting any re-
straint on lier youthfulgaitey, the Dauphin allowed ber full liber-
ty of enjoying those pleares of ber age, provided be himself wus
not rcompelledio join in them: and as, of all the three brothers
the incliastion of the Comte d'Artois alone was congenial with
hers, it was very natural for him te becoeMe the constant attendant
ou him sister-in-law. But that intimacy far from having any thing
criminal in it, ought rather to have beena sbield against the shafts.
of sîander, for State policy and self gatereat would,have induce4
the Prince to be the etere guardisn of the honor of bis brother,
rather thao aseducer of bis wife, since a spurieus progepy would
have marred the prospect of bi, owo children ascendjag the
Throne, the Comte d'Art çs being then the only one ot. the'thrçe
brothers who had children.. The Prince#& however,.by ber enterng
toc spiritedly in the plessures of ber age, drew upon ber tbç çen-
sure of ber Great aunts who reproached ber with a levity,ugbe-
coming to her high station, and so derogatpry of that etiquette,
the departure of which was, according to their aqtiquated notiom,
highly reprebensible. Finding her insensible to their, reproof.
they applied to theKing, but ste had. alresdyby her mrwinni
ways and her a fectignate eonduct towards.him,"obtained
sscendancy over that prince that a kiss ad amile fom çr,soon
o4iterated from. bis mind sny unfavorable U*preso: left on is
by te çowplaints ofbis sisteus. They, wereomo" èusagc


