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THE LONG SAULT RAPIDS POWER SCHEME.

One would imagine that the history of the project of
the Long Sault Development Company, in so far as it
pertains to Canada, has reached its closing chapter. The
company’s proposal involves the erection of a 3,800-foot
dam between Barnhart Island and the north-easterly end
of Long Sault Island in the St. Lawrence River, and
another, 1,450 feet in length, adjacent to lock 20 of the
Cornwall Canal, on the Canadian side, thus requiring the
construction of a new channel with a new canal at that
point. Its proposal includes the generation of 500,000
h.p. of electrical energy on the American side and of
100,000 h.p. on the Canadian side. The company’s many
and varied assurances that the development was just
what Eastern Ontario needs, were commented upon in
The Canadian Engineer of October 24, 1912, and were
accompanied by a note of caution, toward the safeguard-
ing of Canada’s interests.

It is now six years since the company obtained a
charter in New York State authorizing it to construct
dams and other works at Long Sault Island for the de-
velopment of electrical energy and the improvement of
navigation, but not across the international boundary
““unless consented to by the Dominion of Canada.’”’ In
the meantime a Canadian charter has been diligently and
persistently sought, for the widening of the whole project.
The granting of it has been pending a report, after most
thorough investigation, from the Commission of Conser-
vation. Meanwhile the New York charter was repealed
a few months ago, and a special application was presented
to the United States Congress, also pending.

The Commission of Conservation has just issued its
report, expressing strong disapproval of the scheme. The
report is a complete review of the question, and presents
no vague impressions. The outcome of it should be a
discountenancing of the power scheme by the Dominion
Government. It is not for the reason that the company
resorted to improper tactics in endeavoring to create an
impression in Ontario favorable to the granting of a
Canadian charter; or that the company is a small part of
a strong financial and commercial organization included
in which is the St. Lawrence Securities Company, and
back of it the Aluminum Trust. Nor it is because the
United States franchise has been discontinued. The com-
mission’s report places its finger on the vital point when
it emphasizes the likelihood of the proposed development
placing enormous difficulties in the way of the imminent
enlargement of Canadian navigation facilities. Deeper
navigation upon the St. Lawrence will forthwith command
the attention of the Dominion Government, and a free

hand in the undertaking of such an enterprise must be
maintained.

The proposed diversion of water by the dam between
the Long Sault Island and Barnhart Island would take
from the main navigable channel over one-third of its
water. The effect of such a diversion of water from the
navigable channel is impossible to estimate. It can, how-
ever, be stated with centainty that the navigability of the
channel would not be improved by such diversion. The
construction of the dams in question would result in com-
pelling navigation (other than by the Cornwall Canal) to
follow a new route known as the South Sault Channel.
Experienced navigators are of the opinion that this route
would be much inferior to that now followed.

From the point of view of benefits accruing to Can-
ada from the proposed power development, the report



