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a3 revecled in the great open book of
the starry-decked heavens—to the
Churistisan, the God and Fail ~» of our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

"~ «It has been charged that ‘had
they (the Masons) courage of their
convictions they would pluck the
name of the Supreme Being out of
their ritual.’ Nothing could befarther
from the truth than such an assertion.
To eliminate the name of the Deity
from our ritual would leave it but an
empty shell. Yes, there is room
within our broad fold fo. those of all
oreeds and no oreed, but our doors
are no open to the atheist, nor is
there room within our portals for
him.”

‘When in 1877 the Grand Orient of
France repealed the clause in the
Constitution, affirming the belief in
God as a fundamental principle, and
our Grand Master withdrew the cre.
dentials of our represeutative, the
action of Grand Liodge was unmistak-
able.

The Board of General Purposes re-
ported, and the Grand Liodge adopted
the foicwing:

““The action of the M. W. the Grand
Master, in withdrawing the creden
tials of our Representative from the
Grand Orient of France, will be ap-
proved of by every member of Grand
Liodge—the Grand Orient of Franne
having erased from its Constitution
those paragraphs which assert a be-
lief in the existence of God and the
immortality of the soul. Such action
can only be received as an abandon-
ment of the great landmsrk of Free-
masonry upon which the principles
of our Order are formed, and it is op-
posed to the traditions, practice, and
precepts of all true Masons from the
earliest period of our history. Sucha
departure calls for decisive action, and
demands response with no uncertain
gound from all true Masons. We
therefore desire to acoord our deter-
mination to hold no intercourse with
any body which does not acknowledge
the existence of the ‘Supreme Being
—the T.G. A. 0. T. U.,—snd that

we oannot continue to recognize the
Grand Orient of France as & Masonio
body.”

My brethren, Masonry seriously re-
quires no more than a belief in one
great powerful God, the great archi-
tect of the universe, its Father and
Preserver, who has revealed his will
to man, and who will punish vice,
and reward virtus, but it requires
that, and nothingless will be aceopt-
ed. The man who deniestheexistence
of a God is already excluded ; practi-
cal atheism should also be excluded,
in the person of those who only ad-
mit, that there posribly may be a
God, tkere may be a future life, where
men will be rewarded or punished for
the deeds done in the body. How
can such an one be a Mason? The
volume of the sacred law, given to
rule and govern our faith, and placed
on our altars, has forhim no symbolie
meaning. His answer that he pats
his trust in God is untrue, to him the
philosophy of Masonry is meaning-
less.

QUEBEC.

The Grand Master of Quebec has
issued a prooclamation declaring all
lodges in that Province working under
any foreign Grand Liodge to be illegal
and irregularly exisiting, and prohib-
iting all brethren acknowledging his
authority from holding Masonic in-
tercourse with any members of such
lodges in 85 far s Ancient Craft Ma-
sonry is concerned.

Atter the pas-ing of the British
North American Aot in 1867, the
brethren of Queb. ¢ in 1869 claimed
that the political changes made, by
that act, eutitled them to form a
Grand Lodge for that Province, and
accordingly they met at Montreal and
established the Grand Liodge at Que-
bes. The Grand Lodge refused recog-
nition, and not until 1874 did it cede
to the new Grand Liudge all the rights
and" privileges previously claimed in
that territory, and welcomed and
recognized it as a sis er Grand Liodge.
The ‘Grand Liodge of England ex-



