ESSAY BY BRO. DR, MILLMAN.
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‘Foult trifling; then the other brothers
oan better exercive their judgment
wwhan sasting their ballots. After a
Yballot ic cast let it be final, and let
there be no re-consideration, unless
‘some brother announces that he made
o mistake in bulloting. Let me here
state that while each brother has a
vast power conferred on him by the
bleck ball, he should remersber that
an indiscrirainate use of it is deoided-
ly wrong. He should consider well
the character of every applicant. 1
trust it is nnnecessary toremind you
that it is entirely wrong for anyone
to black-ball an applicant through
any personal animosity, Should
there be such a brother, he is certain-
ly guilty of gross nnmasonic conduct.

The next point: Why do men ask
%o become members of the Order?
They are prompted to do so by a
favorable opinion preconceived of
the inst:tution; a desire of gaining
knowledge and rendering themselves
more extensively serviceable to their
fellow creatures. They must, how-
ovaer, arrive at these opinions unbias-
ed by the improper solicitations of
friends, and uninfluenced by mercen-
ary or any other unworthy motives.
I believe almost every ecandidate ap-
plies with the above good intentions,
and if admitted, intends to falfill all
that is implied. At first he is pleased
with the workings and surroundings
of the lodge, and makes noble resola-
tions to become & true and wuseful
Mason. But it is a common thing
0 gee him befors long become indif-
ferent. He finds older Masons negli-
gent of their duties, and he soon for-
gets to be trae to himself, and falls
away o become a Mason only in
name. The older end more experi-
enced Maeons should take the new
member by the hand and lead him
Eindly along the path of virtue,
honor, end truth, until he attains a
certain knowledge of the practical
working of Mascury. It is a great
miztake to allow him to grope along
alone and unaided amid the compar-
ative darkness with which ke ig more

or less surronnded Teach him to
practice the glorious principles of tho
Order; teach him to be firm fo hiz
faith, true to himself, and trae to hiz
fellow Masons.

In the unwritten laws of Mesonry
there is the command, attend yous
lodge. It is most important that
every Mason should regularly go to
his lodge and take part in the pro-
ceedings. No Mason can know op
care mach for Freemasonry, who
fails to take an interest in the lodge
and its doings. The younger mem-
bers should be there to learn, and
those that have expericnce and wis-~
dom should be there to teach. Itz
matter of regret that the majority of
the members of 8t. George’s, (and I
believe that the same may be ssid of
most lodges,) make it a practice nok
to attend the meetings, and thus not
only disobey the command of their
lodge, but Geliberately ignore their
so emn obligation. Our lodge has o
membership of one hundred and
fifteen, and of which neazly one
hundred live within a cable tow of
thie place of meeting, but oat of tha
number we very seldom have twenty
present. The largest attendance iz
on the night for electiou of officers,
when there may be as many as thirty~
five on the register. There might ba
many explanations for this non~
attendance. One is: the brethrem
may not have been sincere when they
said that they joined the OQrder froma
the preconceived good opinion they
had of it, and a desire to be of further
assistance to their fellow-creatures,
bat rather joined from euriosity, an@
that curiosity very soon exhausted
itself; or possibly, joined owing fo
the solicitation of some over zealons,
but very unwise brother. Anothar
explanation is, they may have bzem
quite sincere, but found, after being o
member for a short time, that the pra-
conceived ides they had formed wea
& mistaken one, and aleo found tha
mestings very monotonouns and unire
teresting. Thig, however, will ns3

| exouse them. They chonld rems=a
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